Introduction – Matt Zedler
**Suggested slide pictures in green

0. Introduced by Carly, with Kat and/or Robyn

I. Background / Importance (don’t mention OIL) (PICTURE OF CAPITOL)

A. Senate debate (March 19, 2003) ~ tense and emotional; amendment to edit 

            language of omnibus energy bill that would allow certain actions in the Arctic 
            National Wildlife Refuge

1. Senator Boxer; Subhankar Banerjee pictures showing a kind of Eden

that should be protected for future generations; Lieberman – proposed

actions “will despoil this land and its ecosystems 
2. Senator Stevens; “If you vote against this, you are voting against me 
and I’ll not forget it.”; (frozen tundra – held up white piece of posterboard 

and said this is anwr!) Murkowski =“The issue is far from being dead or 

gone; it absolutely is not. We will continue to raise the issue not only for 

Alaska, but for the country, for jobs, for economic security and for all the 

other right reasons we raised on the floor.” 
B. Few issues are as hotly debated as this issue of drilling for oil in ANWR; why? (OIL IN CAN / FLOWING)
I. Characterize region (MAP OF ANWR)

A. Location stretching from Brooks Mountains to Beaufort Sea


B. Size ~ South Carolina (19 million acres)

C. Established as National Wildlife Refuge in 1960 (Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act – renamed and expanded older wilderness area, coastal plain not protected)

D. Pristine wilderness w/ many unique species

[SHORT]
A. Caribou – essential to Gwich’in; calving grounds

B. Polar Bears – only land denning area 

C. Musk Oxen – coming back slowly from extinction status

D. Permafrost & Ecosystem – effect of global warming on ice melt


E. Native people (Gwich’in) who have lived in region for thousands of years


F. Problem exists (two faces)



1. Large oil resources lie under this wilderness (1.5 million acres – coastal 

    plain)


2. Alaskan (Inupiat) and oil corporations support for drilling is high (benefit economy / infrastructure). Other groups place more value on environment than possible profits
III. Define the problem


A. Design the most “environmentally correct” strategy for oil exploration and 

     extraction in the ANWR ecosystem.


B. Perform cost-benefit analysis in order to evaluate whether or not the 

     hydrocarbon resources that might be extracted from beneath ANWR are worth 

     the environmental damage that might result from the process. 
The problem, which may seem simple enough, was multidimensional in nature and open to many solutions. To start our investigation, we turned back the pages of history to periods that occurred long before any polar bears hunted on the frozen tundra or caribou calved on the coastal plain. Many geological ages ago, the movement and disturbances underground created a large quantity of a natural resource that our global society values so much it has been nicknamed “black gold.”

Our fellow researcher Mariela Perignon will lead you through the slow formation of the rocks and oil that now hides under the beauty of ANWR’s surface.
