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	12.000: Solving Complex Problems
September, 2009



	


Librarians 12-lib@mit.edu
Chris Sherratt, Science Library, gcsherra@mit.edu
Michael Noga, Science Library, mnoga@mit.edu
Anne Graham, Barker Library, grahama@mit.edu
Purpose of library session and assignment 
To become familiar with finding articles and books through the MIT Libraries.  

Specifically: To find, read and summarize an article, and post it and the complete citation to the Mission wiki by September 23rd
Accessing the Library http://libraries.mit.edu
Accessing the Library Mission Page http://libguides.mit.edu/mission
 Barton, the MIT Libraries’ catalog, at http://library.mit.edu/
 VERA, the MIT Libraries’ gateway to e-resources, at http://libraries.mit.edu/vera
 Vera Multi-search, to search several databases and the MIT Libraries catalog together.

Task 1: Finding citations to articles
Option: Use subject specific databases 
Navigation:  
Library Mission Page ( Subject Databases in middle list

Uses: 
Find scientific and technical research articles published in scholarly journals.

Example:
Search Web of Science database to find articles on carbon capture.  Type these keywords into the search boxes (pull down topic or title). View results.  Look for other references on the right that may have cited this article. Use the links to try to see full text. Email yourself the citation(s).
Option: Use VERA-Multisearch 
Navigation:  
Library Mission Page( More Sources tab( VERA Multi-search box

Uses: 
Find articles published in scholarly journals. Determine if other databases would be useful to explore.

Example:
Choose a category such as Engineering or Management. Notice the box to indicate whether you want to include Barton in the search and check it if you do. Try other keywords such as carbon sequestration. Compare results.  Find the full text of the articles.

Suggestion:
Save the references you find to your team’s Refworks account!
Task 2: Find and read article(s)

If the full text of article is found within the database,


 open the pdf or html link.

If the full text is not in the database but there is an SFX button,


click the SFX button. 


A window with links or other instructions will appear.

If the article does not come up from any link in the database, search the journal name in VERA.

If the journal name is not in Vera, search it in BARTON (the MIT Libraries catalog), since it might be on campus in print only.
If the journal name is not found in BARTON,


  request the article(s) through the InterLibrary Borrowing service.

Task 3: Summarize the article in your own words, and post to the wiki.

Navigation:  
Mission Page(Wiki ( Summary and complete citation

See the Citing Your Sources tab on the Library Mission page or the Assignment sheet for examples.







