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FI NAL EXAM STUDY QUESTI ONS

Pl ease bring this list to the exam

You may outline your answers on these study-question sheets, but will not be
permtted to consult other materials.

You will be asked to answer two froma choice of three questions, drawn for the
list below, plus some short identifications. Total examtinme: 2.5 hours (1 hour each
for the essays, .5 hour for the short IDs).

You are encouraged to study together as you prepare your answers.

1. If you were designing a peaceful world of states best able to co-exist
wi thout war, what would your states be like? You may comment on the nature of their
political systens, their econom c systens, their adm nistrative and educati ona
institutions, their foreign and defense policies, or any other national attributes
you believe are relevant. However, confine your remarks to 3-5 attributes, and
expl ain why you think they matter nost. Al so, please indicate how nuch you think war
would dimnish if all the world s states followed your design

Use historical exanples and evidence drawn from course readi ngs and | ectures.

2. Wich previous wars covered in this course should the | eaders of the powers
engaged in the Korean War have studied nost closely to avoid the nistakes they nade?
Why ?

3. Could Wrld War | have been prevented, localized or limted? |f so, when
and how? By whon? ("Wont = any individual, group, or institution, including
governnents, institutions or individuals wthin governnents, and private institutions
or individuals.)

4. Sonme schol ars believe that war results largely fromthe environnent states
face. There is no superior authority to protect states, so they must protect
t hensel ves; but the nmeasures that each takes to secure itself injures others
security, causing conflict and war. Qhers argue that real-world conditions give
states little reason to fight, that nost wars arise fromm sperception of the rea
world, and that warfare is best explained by theories of national nisperception
What do you think?

a. How common are wars arising fromthe security dilemma? How nmuch warfare
coul d be prevented if states coul d sonehow achi eve absol ute security
from conquest ?

b. How common are wars arising fromnational misperception? How nuch
warfare could be prevented if national perceptions were always accurate?

Base your answer on historical cases covered in this course. D scuss exceptions
to any generalizations you offer. |If you argue that m sperceptions are inportant,
speci fy what types of misperceptions matter nost: (a) those arising fromhuman
cogni tive shortcomngs (that is, psychol ogical causes); (b) those deliberately
purveyed by nendaci ous individuals or institutions; (c) those arising fromthe



opacity of the international environnent (that is, fromthe inherent difficulty of
perceiving international politics correctly).

5. In Perception and M sperception in International Politics (chapter 3) Robert
Jervis notes that sonetines unyielding policies cause war by provoking a
conflict-spiral, while sonetines concessi ons cause war by encouragi ng aggressors to
nmake nmore demands, and to fal sely expect that others will grant these demands

a. Wiich problemoccurs nore often in international history? Comrent on the
cases covered in this course.

b. Wat policy prescriptions follow fromyour answer? How could past policy
nakers have avoi ded the spirals or deterrence failures that you di scuss?

6. What has been the single nost potent and preventabl e cause of war in the
20th century? Explain why your war-cause is both potent and preventable; also
identify the second and third nost potent and preventabl e war-causes, and explai n why
they are |l ess potent and/or |ess preventable than the prinme cause you identify.

7. Wat foreign policy should the United States adopt to keep itself and the
worl d at peace? Sone people argue an activist US. foreign policy only leads to U S.
entanglement in wars like World War |, Wrld War |Il, Korea and Vietnam Ohers argue
that an isolationist policy pernits wars anong other states; then the U S is
eventually drawn in, as in 1917, 1941, and 1950. They suggest a paradox: "To
preserve peace, we must threaten war."

Still others argue that both an active or isolationist policy can cause war or
peace, depending on specific policies and circunstances

Di scuss these views with reference to relevant history. This history could
i ncl ude past American policies or the policies of other powers covered in this
cour se

8. You are an adviser to the President of the United States. Wite a neno to
the President on the future of U S.-China relations. Address specifically these
questions: (1) How great is the danger of mlitary conflict between China and the
United States in the next 20 years? (2) What woul d be the causes of any conflict
that occurs? (3) Wiat policies do you reconmend to avoid conflict while also
protecting Arerican interests? Feel free to nention specific attributes of China
and/or the United States, or aspects of the mlitary, technol ogical, and economn c
environnent of today and the future. Support your argunent with reference to
rel evant theories and evidence, including historical evidence

9. Many later observers have seen their own tinmes reflected in the work of
Thucydi des and drawn simlarities between the Pel oponnesi an War and conflicts they
observed first hand. O the wars studied in this course, which one in your viewis
nost sinilar to the Pel oponnesian War in its causes and conduct? Wat were the nost
inportant common features of the outbreak and conduct of the Pel oponnesian Vr and
the one you have chosen? Wat are the common | essons that can be drawn fromthem for
t he conduct of policy? Feel free to note differences as well as sinmilarities between
the wars you discuss.

10. What is the future of war? WII warfare be nore or | ess common in the
future than it was before 1945? WII| it be nore or |ess violent than pre-1945
warfare? |n devel oping your answer, clearly state your factual and theoretica
assunptions. (Note: you may wish to offer different answers for different regions of
the gl obe.)



