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In 1929, Class President C. Brigham Allen appointed
representatives from the classes of 1930, 1931, and 1932 to the first
MIT Ring Committee. While designing the original Standard
Technology Ring, the Committee was inspired by Lester Gardner,
Class of 1897. He formally proposed the Institute mascot at the
Technology Club in New York:

“We first thought of the kangaroo which, like Tech, goes forward by leaps and bounds.
Then we considered the elephant. He is wise, patient, strong, hardworking, and like all
those who graduate from Tech, has a good tough hide. But neither of these were American
animals. We turned to Mr. Hornaday's book on the animals of North America and instantly
chose the beaver. The beaver not only typifies the Tech, but his habits are peculiarly our
own. The beaver is noted for his engineering and mechanical skills and habits of industry.
His habits are nocturnal. He does his best work in the dark.”

Thus, the MIT Brass Rat was born. Each ring is adorned with “MIT” and the
class year on opposing shanks as well as a beaver on its bezel. Every class
since has redesigned the ring and added its own distinctiveness. The 2008 ring
is a blend of the original 1930s design and imagery associated with our class’s
experience. The seventy-seventh Ring Committee proudly presents the 2008
Brass Rat.
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As the focal point of the bezel, the
beaver is larger than in past years and
in strong relief. Like the original
1930s beaver, our beaver faces left,
holds a branch, and sits on a pile of
sticks. At one end of the branch, four
leaves form the number 141, as we
are the one hundred forty-first class
to graduate from the Institute. The
branch transitions into a diploma,
signifying the culmination of our four
years at MIT. The beaver sits by its
natural habitat, a river. The bed of
sticks is part of the Charles River
bank and hides “IHTFP.”

In the background is a panorama of
the Institute, complete with Kresge,
the Domes, and the Green Building.
students  cross the
Bridge
frequently, the bridge is prominent; it

Because
Massachusetts Avenue
connects MIT to Boston and the
outside world. Behind the bridge, a
boat representing Ocean Engineering
departs into the horizon. The sail
takes the form of a DNA helix and is
symbolic of the new Biological
Engineering major.

BEZEL



The focus of the Class Shank is the Great Dome. Its
head-on view is inspired by the original 1930s class
ring. The Dome, in all its grandeur, is where we first
congregated for our class picture and is where we
will come together once again to graduate. On
the top of the Dome is our class number, 141, in
binary. “Massachvsetts Institvte of Technology”
is held onto the Dome by screws that symbolize
how students feel about the rigorous academics
they endure.

The clouds above the Dome spell “Punt” and “Tool,”
corresponding with our constant fight to achieve
balance in our social and academic lives.

Athena, the goddess of wisdom and a symbol of
MIT’s computing system, stands in Killian Court. An
owl is perched on her shoulder, as is traditional in
classic mythology. Athena offers the globe in her
hand, illustrating both that the world is for our
taking as well as MIT’s profound international
influence. In honor of Susan Hockfield, the
Institute’s first female president, Athena dons
presidential regalia with five bars on her right
sleeve and a sash.

Our class year appears at the bottom of the class
shank. The font and placement are the same as the
original 1930s ring.

CLASS SHANK



SEAL SHANK

The seal pictures a scholar with a book and a
worker at an anvil, symbolizing the union of
knowledge and research with mechanical arts. The
figures stand atop the Institute’s Latin motto Mens
et Manus.

“The Latin motto Mens et Manus — ‘Mind and hand’ -
and the two volumes, Science and Art, on the
pedestal also reflect the ideal of cooperation
between knowledge and practical science.”

The unadulterated MIT seal is central to the seal
side of the ring. This has been the official Institute
seal since 1863. In the upper right-hand corner are
oak and laurel leaves, symbols of strength and
distinction. Juxtaposed with the natural imagery is
a man-made object: a circuit board. The circuit
board is a representation of technology, progress,
and innovation. The “MIT” below the seal is stylized
to mimic the 1930s ring.
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This engraving is an accurate map of the
main campus buildings that students can
access without going outside. MIT has a
tradition of hacking, and the underground
tunnel system alludes to the secretive
hacking culture. This map
in that

extensive underground tunnel system.

is truly a

Hacker’'s Map it features the

The Boston and Cambridge skylines are
featured on opposite sides of the ring to
remind us of the surroundings we see daily
at MIT. While we are at MIT, we wear our
that the skyline,
representing the world outside MIT, faces
us. At graduation, we reverse the ring so

rings so Boston

we can fondly remember the Institute’s
campus. The Cambridge skyline is set at
night, since MIT students are well known
for their nocturnal habits.

SKYLINES &
HACKER’S MAP



ACCESSORIES &
PRICING

Ring Style 10K 4K 18K

Celestrium

Accessories

Extra Small $255 $309 $376 $118 Money Clip $45
Small $271  $327 $395 $118 Laser Engraved Walnut Ring Box $ 30
Medium $321 $403 $488 $118 Tie Tac or Charm in Gold Electroplate $35
Large $356 $448 $540 $118 Tie Tac or Charm in Sterling Silver $45

Ring Pricing Includes:

¢ Inside engraving in script or block

e Choice of white or yellow gold

e Choice of finish (gold rings only)

o Lifetime Warranty, Free Resizing, Loss Protection
Plan (for details visit: web.mit.edu/2008/ring)

Incentives (with purchase of any Gold Brass Rat):
* 50% off additional Celestrium Brass Rat

* 50% off accessory jewelry piece and walnut box
¢ For additional incentives visit: web.mit.edu/2008/ring

Tie Tac or Charm in 10K Gold $ 250
Accessories can only be ordered during the order
taking period of February 13-17, 21-23, 2006.

Money Clip

Payment Options

Wear as you pay: Payments made with MasterCard,
Visa, American Express or Discover may enjoy a
“Time Payment.” Leave at least a $75 deposit (or 20%,
whichever is greater) when you place your order. The
remaining balance is then divided into equal payments
(up to six), and billed at 30-day intervals.

Cash on delivery: Leave a $25 deposit when you
place your order. The balance remaining is paid upon
delivery of your ring (cash, personal checks, or money
orders made payable to Balfour are accepted).

Pay in full: Pay with cash, money order, check (made
payable to Balfour), or Credit Card (MC, Visa, Amex,
or Discover).



From Left to Right: Thomas Guerra, Rebecca Motola-Barnes, Amanda Lanza, Josh Geltman,
Jiang Wei Zhu, Megan Brown, Thatcher Clay, Christina Sher, Samatha Weiss, Akil Middleton,
Valerie Yorgan, Paul Abel

With special thanks to Peg Mead, Balfour Representative, and Timothy Flynn, Design Artist
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