21H.126

Paper Two: World War II

Due:  November 24 in class  (note: you do NOT have to turn in a reading response for this class)

Write a 5-page paper in response to one of the questions below. In answering the questions, you must make a clear, well-articulated argument and provide lots of evidence to back up your claims.  Make sure also to use specific examples from the readings and to include the readings for that day (Terkel, Erenberg essays, and the Polenberg documents).  Please consult the “Guide to Writing an A Paper.” 

1) In his oral history of World War II, Studs Terkel puts the title, “The Good War” in quotes.  Was the war a good war?  Why or why not and to what extent?

2) For GIs, World War II led to many new experiences.  It was, for example, the first time most left home.  In what ways and how did the military experience transform American lives?

