Response papers for 21H.126

The purpose of the response papers is to get you to engage with the reading material before you come to class. The response papers need not be simply answers to the reading questions.  You should read the reading questions before you do the reading.  They will help guide you as to what kinds of things to be reading for.  If you have thought about these questions, you will be prepared for class discussion. Rather than simply answering the reading questions, the brief papers should demonstrate your personal response to the readings.  You should figure a way to demonstrate both that you have done the readings and that you have thought about them seriously.  

There are many ways to write these.  One approach might be to pick up on a particular theme that ran throughout the readings and that you found particularly interesting.  Another might be to discuss a specific change over time or to compare different groups’ responses to the same event.  As you will see the readings are a mix of primary sources (first-hand accounts) and secondary sources (works of history).  Regardless of the readings or your approach, try to be specific in your responses, giving specific examples when appropriate.  

These are only one-page papers and they can be slightly less formal than your longer papers, but you should use them as an opportunity to demonstrate your engagement with the materials.  You are responsible for writing a total of six responses throughout the semester.  These must be brought with you and handed in in-class on the day of the assigned readings.

