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For motion in one dimension:

vav ≡ ∆x

∆t
Average velocity;

v ≡ dx

dt
Instantaneous velocity;

For motion in three dimensions:

�v ≡ d�r
dt

; �a ≡ d�v
dt

=
d2�r
dt2

; �r(t1) =�r0 +
∫ t1

0

�v dt ; �v(t1) = �v0 +
∫ t1

0

�adt .

For constant acceleration �a, if �r =�r0 and �v = �v0 at time t = 0, then

�v(t) = �v0 +�at

�r(t) =�r0 +�v0t +
1
2
�at2 .

For one-dimensional motion with constant acceleration a:

v2 = v2
0 + 2a(x − x0) .

For circular motion at constant speed v:

a =
v2

r
,

where r is the radius of the circle, and the acceleration is directed towards the center of
the circle.

If an object has position �r and velocity �v, its position and velocity relative to an
observer with position �r0 and velocity �v0 are given respectively by

�r′ =�r−�r0 , �v′ = �v−�v0 .

Average velocity and acceleration are given by

�vaverage ≡ ∆�r
∆t

, �aaverage ≡ ∆�v
∆t

.



Mass, Acceleration, and Force:

�F = m�a (Newton’s second law);

�F = −GMm

r2
r̂ (the gravitational force between two particles);

�F =
1

4πε0

Qq

r2
r̂ (the electrostatic force between two particles);

Fx = −kx (Hooke’s law);

where r̂ is a unit vector pointing from the particle which is the source of the force,
toward the particle on which the force is acting.

Friction: ∣∣∣�Fk

∣∣∣ = µk

∣∣∣�N
∣∣∣ (kinetic friction);

∣∣∣�Fs

∣∣∣ ≤ µs

∣∣∣�N
∣∣∣ (static friction).

Kinetic Energy, Work, and Potential Energy:

Description 1 Dimension 3 Dimensions

Work done by
a constant force �F

W ≡ F∆x W ≡ �F · −→∆r

Work done by
a varying force �F

W ≡
∫

F (x) dx W ≡
∫ �r2

�r1

�F · −→dr

Potential energy
derived from force �F

U(xp) ≡ U0 −
∫ xp

x0

F dx U(�rp) ≡ U0 −
∫ �rp

�r0

�F ·−→dr

Force derived from
potential energy F = −dU

dx
�F =

[
−∂U

∂x
,−∂U

∂y
,−∂U

∂z

]
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�a ·�b ≡ |�a||�b| cos θ

= axbx + ayby + azbz

(scalar (or dot) product of two vectors);

Ek ≡ 1
2
mv2 (kinetic energy of a particle);

Wtot = Ek,f −Ek,i
(work-energy theorem: always true if Wtot includes work
due to all forces; a non-rigid object can do work on itself!);

Ek,i + Ui + Wother

= Ek,f + Uf

(generalized work-energy theorem: always true if Wother

includes work due to all forces not included in U);

1
2
mv2 + U(x) = constant (conservation of mechanical energy: true in the absence

of dissipative forces);
1
2
mv2 + mgh =

1
2
mv2

0
(conservation of mechanical energy for a projectile: true
in the absence of dissipative forces);

W =
1
2
kx2 (work to compress a spring);

U =
1
2
kx2 (potential energy for spring force);

W = mgh (work to lift a body near the surface of the Earth);

U = mgh
(gravitational potential energy, near the
surface of the Earth);

U = −GMm

r
(gravitational potential energy, spherical bodies);

U =
1

4πε0

Qq

r
(electrostatic potential energy, spherical charges).

Momentum, Center of Mass, and Systems of Particles:

�FAB = −�FBA (Newton’s third law);

�p ≡ m�v (momentum);

d�Ptot

dt
= 0 (conservation of momentum

in absence of external force)

�F =
d�p
dt

(Newton’s second law in terms of
momentum);

�rcm ≡ 1
Mtot

∑
i

mi�ri (position of center of mass);
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�vcm ≡ d�rcm
dt

=
1

Mtot

∑
i

mi�vi (velocity of center of mass);

�Fext
tot = Mtot�acm =

d�Ptot

dt
(acceleration of a system of particles);

�Ptot =
∑

i

mi�vi = Mtot�vcm (momentum of a system of particles);

Ktot =
1
2
Mtotv

2
cm +

∑
i

1
2
mi

(
�vi −�vcm

)2 (K.E. of a system of particles);

�J =
∫ t2

t1

�Fdt =
∫ t2

t1

d�p
dt

dt = �p2 −�p1 (impulse-momentum theorem).
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