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Reminder
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Example

Phys. Rev. Lett. 85, 3100  (2000) 

http://xxx.lanl.gov/abs/hep-ex/0007036 

~ 200 citations

~ 5000 hours of 
analysis/writing
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4 pages, 4 figures
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4 pages, 4 figures Title

Authors

Abstract

Subject
Introduction

Experimental Setup

Event Selection + 
Analysis 
Technique

Systematic Uncertainty

Results + 
Discussion

Acknowledgement
References
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Title + Abstract

Active voice - not ‘traditional’, can mix with passive voice

Gives subject of paper, main result, main conclusion
Does not give ‘table of contents’
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Subject/Introduction

What are we measuring?
What do we hope to learn?

Start defining variables
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Experimental Setup

Define variables/coordinate system
Which detectors/instruments are used?
Which operating conditions?
Drawings!
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Data Processing + Analysis

Describe main steps of analysis
Give main ideas
Include cross-checks for each step
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Describe main steps of analysis
Give main ideas
Include cross-checks for each step

Give visual idea of 
quality of data

 I usually use past tense
to describe analysis, I.e. what 
we have done to get results

Mixture of active/passive voice
maybe ‘bad’, but more readable 
than pure passive voice and not
as annoying as pure active voice,
in particular 1st person singular
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Systematic errors

Give all the main contributions
Give arguments for size of error estimate
State how potential error sources were 
checked or eliminated
Think!
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Results/Discussion

Quote results + uncertainty
Put data in context
Think carefully about graphical presentation
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