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Haitian Creole is an autonomous and phonetic spelling language based on 16™
and 18™ century lexica French and syntax principles of West African languages. It is the
nationd language spoken by the entire population of Haiti and by most foreigners living
in that country. One of the two officd languages of Haiti, with French, it is dso the
congenid language used by people of Haitian descent born or living doroad. It is written
the way it is pronounced, but it has its own grammaticd rules. Some Haitians cdl ther
language ayisyen. The orthography and grammaticad rules presented below conform to
the Hatian Creole spdling of the Inditut Pédagogique Nationd (IPN), the spdling
recognized by the Haitian government since 1979.

Haitian Creole orthography has four fundamentd principles:
1. Onesgn for each sound
2. The same sgn for the same sound
3. Nodlent letter
4. Each letter hasits own function

Alphabet and Pronunciation

Most consonants in Haitian Creole are pronounced the same as in English.

oy}

asin bed

h asinmachine

asin dandy

asinfork

asingo

asin hockey [but | can’t think of asingle Creole word with h without ¢ in
front of it]

asin orange

asinkind

asinlabd

asin master

asinno

asin pet

asin read (but pronounced in the back of the throat asif gargling), but like
w asinwin before vowes o, 0, on, ou
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asintable
asinvase
asinwin
asinyard
asin zone
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Creole vowes often show the influence of French. Speakers fluent in French pronounce
some vowels differently than those who spesk only Creole.

asinfaher

a cross between sounds as in control and under
asinsay

asin get but longer

asinlens

asinsea

asingo

asin ought

asindon't

asintwo
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an, en, on, and ou dways function as dngle vowds with one sound each. The grave
accent (' )modifies the sound of a e and o (i.e. separaes it from it's know vowels an, en,
on, ou)
Noun

A noun isaword that names a person, place, thing or idea.
bwa (wood)
cheék (check)
chat (cat)

Agreement

Gender

Haitian Creole nouns generdly have no gender. However, nouns for people ending in ez
indicate the feminine:

koutiréz (seamstress)
Number

Nouns do not change to indicate a change in number. Instead the number isindicated by
an aticle or anumber.



Li gen youn s&k. (He has abag.)
Li gen twasak. (He hasthree bags.)
Suiv sy yo. (Follow the Sgns))
Pronouns

A pronoun isaword that stands for a previoudy mentioned (or understood) noun. That
noun is called the antecedent of the pronoun.

In the sentence
The house was badly damaged when it was hit by the hurricane.
The pronoun it refers back to the noun house (the antecedent).
Pronouns can serve a number of purposes. In Creole, the same pronoun is used for both

subject and object. A pronoun is a subject pronoun when it precedes the verb and an
object pronoun when it follows the verb.

m/mwen [, me

w/ou you

1 he, she, it, him, her
nou We, us

yo they, them

The abbreviated pronoun is generaly used when the pronoun is the subject of averb and
is dways used before the verb particle ap.

In the second person, the full pronoun ou is generdly used before a consonant in written
language.

The full pronoun is generaly used to express the subject of an adjective or whenitisan
object.

A pronoun used after a noun indicates possession:

chat li (her cat)

When the noun endsin avowe or anasd (m, n), use the shorter form:

chyen w (your dog)

Articles



Haitian Creole has only one indefinite article, youn (g, an). It isonly used in the Sngular.
No indefinite article is used in the plurd. The indefinite article precedes the noun.

Li gen youn sk. (He hasabag.)
Li gen sak. (He has bags.)

Definite articles follow the noun and are sometimes attached to it with a hyphen.

With sngular nouns, the definite article varies depending on the noun's spdling.

Noun ending Definite article Example

consonant (except m, n, Ng) la, lan figla (the banana)

m, n, ng nan chanm nan (the room)
vowels (except nasa) a tike a (the ticket)
nesd vowds an tren an (thetrain)

In the plurd, there is only one definite article, yo.
fig yo (the bananas)

Adjectives
Adjectives describe or modify nouns and pronouns. In Haitian Creole, adjectives precede
the noun they describe and are invariable.

ti chyen an (thelittle dog)

Adjectives do not require the presence of the verb to be.
M maad. (I am sck.)

Adverbs
Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives or other adverbs. They are invariable.

To form adverbs from adjectives ending in a consonant, add - man to the adjective: dous
(soft) becomes dousman (softly).

When the adjective endsin avowe or anasd, the adverb is formed by placing the word
tou or pi before the adjective.

Many adverbs, such as byen (well), are not formed from an adjective.
In Creole, adverbs generaly precede adjectives and follow verbs.

Saatwo fret. (Thisistoo cold.)
M konprann tre byen. (I understand very well.)

However, the adverb anpil (very, alot) follows the adjective.



Saafret anpil. (Thisisvery cold.)

Verbs

Haitian Creole verbs are not conjugated but retain the same form for al subjects and
tenses.

Pae (to speak)
M pde. | speak.
Ou pale. Y ou spesk.
Li pae. He speaks.
Nou pae. We speak.
Yo pae. They spesk.

Tense and mood are indicated by particles which precede the verb.

8 (indicates continuing action)
M ap pae. (I am speaking.)
Li ap gprann pae kreyol. (Heislearning to spesk Creole)

te (indicates past completed action)
Nou te pae. (We have spoken.)
M te manje. (I have eaten.)

a, pra (indicates immediate future)

M apde. (I will speak soon.)
L achecheyoun taks. (He will look for ataxi.)

M prd fel. (I am going to do it very soon.)

ava (indicates sometime in the future)
M avafel. (I will doit sometime)

t ap (indicates past imperfect, generdly parale action, contraction of te + ap)

Yot ap pae. (They were speaking.)
M t ap achtele | vini an. (I was shopping when she camein.)

ta (indicates conditiona or perfect conditiond, contraction of te + @)
Yotapdesd yo te kapab. (They would spesk if they could.)

Nou tarenmen de kabann. (We would like two beds.)

It is not necessary to use the verb to be with an adjective.
M eas. (I amtired.)



To connect two nouns, use the verb se.
Li ssyon avoka. (Heisalawyer.)

To indicate necessity, use fok (must, have to). Fok aways appears at the beginning of the
sentence.
Fok mwen pale. (I must speak./I have to speak.)
Prepositions
Prepositions generdly precede anoun and indicate movement, presence or lack.

nan (to, on, from, in, at)
Li nanyoun bd otd. (Heisin anice hotd.)

a(d,in)

Ann deadite mwen ka. (Let'sleave at 7:45.)
avek, ak (with)

youn chanm ak douch (aroom with a shower)

pa (by)

Li konn leson an pake. (He learned the lesson by heart.)
san (without)

youn chanm san douch (aroom without a shower)
de (of)

Li gen twapye de longé. (It isthreefeet long.)

ba (for)

M ap pae baou. (I will spesk for you.)

pou (for)

youn chamn pou de moun (aroom for two people)

sou (on, on top of)
sou |6t bo (on the other Side)
sou tab la (on the table)

anwo (on top of)
anwo tab la (on the table)



anba (under)
anbatab la (under the table)

sou kote (near, on the side)

sou kote bank |a (near the bank)

Prepositions are used less extensvely in Creole than in English.
M pralelapos. (I am going to the post office))

Conjunctions
Conjunctions join two or more phrases or clauses together.
Coordinating conjunctions link two phrases or sentences of equa vaue:

e, ak (and)

epi, epitou (and, aso)
ostou (aso)

men (but)

ou (or)

Subordinating conjunctions link a subordinate clause with the main clause:
g (if)

kon (when)

kou (when)

kidonk (therefore)

A common expressonisS mte. .. mta .. (If | could, | would):
S mtarich m taachte anpil rad. (If | wererich, | would buy many clothes.)

For extraemphasis, repesat the verb preceded by ada
S mtegenlgan daachte mt achte. (If | had money, | would redly buy things.)

If the subject is obvious, speskers may say only S m tem ta, leaving their ligenersto fill
in the missing words.



