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Understanding the human brain is one of the great frontiers of science, and is also the key 

to developing cures for some of humanity’s most intractable diseases. The need for new  

research is great, given the enormous societal impact of brain disorders. The opportunities 

are also greater than ever before—thanks to the spectacular technical advances of recent 

years, neuroscience is now on the verge of a new era of understanding. 

As one of the world’s foremost neuroscience research centers, the McGovern Institute for 

Brain Research is committed to leading the way to this new era. But we can only accomplish 

this with the support of individuals, foundations and corporations who share our goal and 

can partner with us to achieve its fulfillment. Thanks to the generosity of our many donors, 

McGovern Institute researchers are able to conduct the groundbreaking research that is 

summarized in these pages. Patrick and Lore McGovern have led the way with their  

visionary founding gift, but only through the involvement and generosity of new donors 

can we continue to grow and prosper. 

The impact of this support cannot be overstated—it is central to our mission of understanding  

the brain in health and disease.  It is also an investment in the future, with the potential to 

effect a profound societal change.   Please join us in this endeavor and in creating a better 

future through brain research.
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By offering the promise of better 

understanding our own minds, 

neuroscience research has the potential  

to confer almost unimaginable benefits  

on society. The need is all the more urgent 

given the enormous impact of brain 

disorders. The cost to the US economy 

alone has been estimated in the hundreds 

of billions of dollars each year, and without 

major advances in the treatment of brain 

disorders, these costs will rise inexorably 

as the population ages, placing a great 

additional burden on our healthcare system 

and on future generations of patients and  

their families.

The National Institutes of Health have for 

many years been the most important source 

of funding for biomedical research in the 

United States. But it is ironic that in an era 

of unprecedented opportunity, just as we 

are poised to reap the fruits of spectacular 

progress in genomics, neuroimaging and 

many other technologies, federal support 

for research is declining. After many years 

of strong growth, the NIH budget has been 

shrinking in real terms since 

2004, and the gains made in preceding 

years are now being steadily eroded by 

inflation. This situation seems unlikely 

to change in the near future, given the 

pressures on the federal budget, and the 

impact is already being felt throughout 

the research community. Researchers 

are forced to spend more time applying 

for grants, and good ideas often languish 

dormant for lack of funds.   

Fortunately, it does not have to be this 

way. Thanks to the generosity of our many 

donors, McGovern Institute researchers 

are able to conduct the groundbreaking 

research summarized in these pages. 

Philanthropic support, which last year 

accounted for more than half of our 

operating budget, enables our investigators 

to respond rapidly to new scientific 

opportunities; to undertake high-risk/

high-payoff projects that would be deemed 

premature by more conservative funding 

organizations; and to conduct innovative 

interdisciplinary work that does not fit the 

traditional funding categories. Whereas 

federal funding sources tend to emphasize 

individual investigator grants, much of our 

philanthropic funding is directed toward 

collaborative research, and toward shared 

resources that increase efficiency but 

which are often difficult to fund through 

traditional sources. 

A $100,000 gift for dyslexia research, •	
establishing a new research program that 
has recently received a further $8.5M 
grant from the Ellison Foundation. 

A $500,000 gift to support Ann •	
Graybiel’s research on the brain circuits 
disrupted by Parkinson’s disease.

A $580,000 gift to support Chris Moore’s •	
work on the role of blood in regulating 
brain function.

A $800,000 commitment to support •	
international collaborations with leading 
research institutions in China.

A $1M commitment to endow a named •	
fellowship for graduate students at the 
McGovern Institute. 

An anonymous $1.5 million challenge •	
grant for the Martinos Imaging Center, 
which leveraged an additional $1 million 
gift to the MIT endowment.

A $3M commitment to endow a named •	
MIT professorship, for which the first 
recipient is Robert Desimone.

A commitment of $20M to establish the •	
Poitras Center for Affective Disorders 
Research, which will support research on 
bipolar disorder, depression and other 
serious mental illnesses. 

Recent gifts to  
THE McGovern Institute
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The McGovern advantage

Donations to the McGovern Institute are 

leveraged in many ways. Philanthropic 

donations frequently allow us to 

obtain further funding from other 

organizations by supporting the initial 

proof-of-concept studies that are 

required to support larger subsequent 

grant applications. Seed funds often 

catalyze new collaborations, including 

the interdisciplinary work that is 

essential to the future but difficult to 

fund from traditional sources. Some 

donors choose to establish challenge 

funds in order to encourage further 

donations. Most importantly, all our 

donors know that they are investing  

in a world-class team and that they  

are building on an existing track record 

of success. 

Ways to give

Many donors choose to make annual 

or one-time gifts to the director’s 

discretionary fund. These unrestricted 

donations are vital to our mission 

because they allow us to target funds 

rapidly to new research opportunities 

as they arise. Donations can also be 

targeted to specific laboratories or areas 

of research, or for the acquisition of new 

instruments and technology platforms.

Some donors choose instead to make 

gifts to the MIT endowment, where 

they can be designated for named 

professorships, graduate or postgraduate 

fellowships or specific research funds. 

These gifts, which provide support in 

perpetuity, typically range from $50,000 

to multi-million-dollar transformative 

gifts that can establish major new 

research programs. 

Gifts can take the form of cash, securities 

or other assets. Donors may wish to 

establish bequests, trusts or annuities; 

our development staff members are 

always happy to assist with planning.  

We encourage all our donors to become  

active participants in the Institute’s 

mission. Many do so by joining the  

Friends of the Institute or the Leadership  

Board, and we look to these groups for 

advice and help with strategic planning, 

including not only fundraising but  

also public outreach and contacts  

with industry. Friends meet annually, 

and the Leadership Board meets 

biannually; many board members also 

visit informally throughout the year.  

All donors are encouraged to stay in 

touch through our quarterly newsletter 

Brain Scan and through invitations to 

special events, lectures and symposia.  

We are deeply appreciative of our donors’ 

generosity, and hope that others will 

choose to follow their lead. If you would 

like to support our work, please visit  

our web site (web.mit.edu/mcgovern)  

or contact Laurie Ledeen at  

ledeen@mit.edu or at 617-324-0134. 
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McGovern Leadership Board

Tenley E. Albright, M.D.

Gerald Burnett, ’54, SM ’65, Ph.D. 

Robert M. Buxton 

Eric Cosman, ’63, Ph.D., ’67

Nicholas Covatta ’68

Mark Gorenberg ’76

Perry Ha ’85, SM ’87

Kenneth Kaplan

Zack Lynch

Robert Metcalfe, ’68, Ph.D. 

Jane Pauley

Thomas F. Peterson, Jr. ’57

James Poitras ’63

Patricia Poitras

Sheldon Razin ’59

David W. Summa ’81, SM ’85

Nancy Wexler, Ph.D.

Friends of the McGovern Institute 

David Bleakman, M.D. 

Elizabeth and Kelly Conlin

Robert Farmer

Patricia and Michael Gaulke

George Green and Wilma Jordan

Richard Hargreaves, Ph.D. 

Ann Kaplan

Harvey Kaufman, ’77, SM ’77, Ph.D.  

Monise and Angus MacDonald ’46

Anne and Paul Marcus ’81

Andrea and Michael Norkus

Regina Pyle

Carolyn Ring

Jeanne and Sandy Robertson 

Carina Ryan

Roger Sametz

Hugo Shong

Susan Stautberg

Alice and Ida Steinman

Kathryn Swintek

Amanda and Kelly Sykes

Linda and George Sykes

Richard Vancil

SUPPORTERS

Additional Donors include:

Anonymous

Doris and Donald Berkey ’42

Edward Bloom 

Nancy and Joseph Byrne, ’50, M.D.  

Arch Copeland ’38

Damon Runyon Foundation

Dana Foundation

Ellison Medical Foundation

Halis Family Foundation

Susan and Howard Finklestein ’75 

Mary de Gunzberg

Ira Jaffe ’61

Marks Family Foundation

McDonnell Foundation

McKnight Endowment Fund for Neuroscience

Mellon Foundation

National Parkinson’s Foundation

Pew Foundation

Julie and Robert Richmond ’72

Singleton Family Trust 

Sheila and Stanley Sydney ’52

John Templeton Foundation

JE Tipton Foundation Trust

Whitehall Foundation

Whitney Foundation

Corporate Donors

Amgen

Ariad

BioIT World, Inc. 

Burroughs Wellcome Fund

Digital Equipment Corporation

Genzyme Corporation

Helicos BioSciences Corporation

Honda Research and Development

Kodak

Merck & Co., Inc. 

Merck Research Laboratories

North Star 2000 LLC

Novartis Institutes for BioMedical Research 

Pfizer Inc. 

Schering-Plough Research Institute

Quest Diagnostics

Vertex Pharmaceuticals Inc. 

Board of Directors

Patrick J. McGovern ’59

Lore Harp McGovern

Elizabeth McGovern

Gerald Fischbach, Columbia University

Marc Kastner, MIT

Robert Langer, MIT

Edward Scolnick, Broad Institute

Sheila Widnall, MIT

Torsten Wiesel, Rockefeller University

Scientific AdvisorS

John Duncan, Medical Research Council

Eric Kandel, Columbia University

Nikos Logothetis, Max-Planck Institute

Carla Shatz, Stanford University

Charles Stevens, Salk Institute

Robert Wurtz, NIH

administration

Robert Desimone, Director

Charles Jennings, Director 
of neurotechnology program

Shannon Landerer, Administrative
Assistant

Laurie Ledeen, Development Officer

Gayle Lutchen, Assistant Director 
for Administration

Keren Miller, Administrative Assistant

Donna Wells, Financial Officer

Emily Wilkoff, Financial Assistant
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