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Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Department of Urban Studies & Planning 
77 Massachusetts Avenue, 10-485 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
Tel. 617-253-6707 
Email: aberger@mit.edu 

 
 

TEACHING AND RESEARCH AREAS 
• Urban Design, Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning 
• Reclamation and Reuse of Urban Brownfields and Superfund Sites 
• Representation and 3-D Digital Design Simulation 
• Geospatial Mapping and Analysis, Aerial Reconnaissance and Documentation 

 
EDUCATION 
Institution    Date  Degree Discipline 
University of Pennsylvania  1990  MLA  Landscape Architecture 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln  1986  BS  Agriculture, Horticulture 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
P-REX (MIT, Cambridge, MA)       Present 
Founding Director, Principal-in-charge 
 
P-REX (Harvard, Cambridge, MA)      2003-2007 
Founding Director, Principal-in-charge 
 
The Office of Alan Berger (Denver, Houston)     1996-2002 
President, Principal-in-charge 
 
KenKay Associates [formerly Eckbo-Kay], ASLA (San Francisco)  1994-1996 
Associate and Project Manager 

 
Callander Associates, ASLA (San Mateo, CA)     1992-1994 
Designer and Project Manager 

 
Hargreaves Associates, ASLA (San Francisco)     1990-1992 
Project Planner and Designer 

 
Registered Landscape Architect, State of California License No. 3825 (since 1992) 
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TEACHING POSITIONS HELD 
Title   Institution      Dates 
Associate Professor Dept. of Urban Studies and Planning   Present 
With Tenure  Massachusetts Institute of Technology MIT 
Associate Professor Harvard GSD, Dept. of Landscape Architecture 2003-2008  
Dist. Visiting Professor Oslo School of Architecture, Landscape Urbanism 2008 (spr) 
Visiting Professor   Aarhus School of Architecture, Denmark  2007 (fall) 
Visiting Professor  KU Leuven, Belgium, Dept. of Arch/ Planning 2006 (spring) 
   in Landscape Urbanism 
Visiting Professor  University of Michigan, School of Architecture 2005 (fall) 
   in Sustainability 
Visiting Assistant Prof. Harvard GSD, Dept. of Landscape Architecture 2002 (fall) 
Assistant Professor University of Colorado Boulder/Denver  1997-2002 
   Department of Landscape Architecture 
Visiting Assistant Prof. University of Illinois/Chicago   2001 (fall) 
   Landscape Urbansim Program    
Senior Instructor  University of Colorado Boulder/Denver  1996 
    Department of Landscape Architecture 
Visiting Instructor  University of Houston, College of Architecture 1995 
Instructor   University of California-Berkeley Extension  1991-1994 

 
ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 
Administrative 
Activity       Institution    Year 
Outside Research and Activities Committee MIT, DUSP    2009-present 
Co-Director, Landscape + Urbanism Conc. MIT, SA+P    2008-present 
Master City Planning Committee   MIT, DUSP    2008-present 
Chair, Admissions, City Design Dev’t Group MIT, DUSP    2009-present 
Committee on Outside Professional Activities MIT     2009-present 
Chair, City Design Dev’t Forum   MIT, DUSP    fall 2008 
Committee, Urbanization and the Environment Harvard Center for Environment  2005-2008 
Allston Campus Planning Consultant   President and Fellows of Harvard  2005 
Co-sponsored Fulbright Distinguished Lecturer  Harvard, Fairbank Center   2005   
Core Studio LAAB Accreditation Committee Harvard GSD-LA   2005 
MdesS Council (Master of Design Studies) Harvard GSD     2004-2008  
Admissions Committee, MdesS and DDes Harvard GSD    2004-2008 
Chair, Core Studio Curriculum Committee Harvard GSD-LA   2004 
Faculty Committee for Urbanization Studies Harvard GSD    2004-2008 
Director, Project for Reclamation Excellence Harvard GSD    2004-2008 
Loeb Fellowship Committee   Harvard GSD    2003  
Dean’s Information Technology Committee Harvard GSD    2003-2008 
Faculty Search Committee   Harvard GSD-LA   2003-2005 
Coordinator, MLA-AP Admissions Committee Harvard GSD-LA    2003-2005 
Curriculum Development Committee  Harvard GSD-LA   2003-2005 
Chair, School-Wide Faculty Search Committee University of Colorado  2000-2002 
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Chair, Student Awards Committee  University of Colorado  1999-2002 
Chair, Faculty Fellowship Committee  University of Colorado   1998-2002 
Chair, LAAB Accreditation Exhibits Committee University of Colorado   1998 
Curriculum Advisory Leader    University of Colorado   1998 
Chair, Landscape Architecture Lecture Series University of Colorado   1997-2002 
Tuition Awards Committee, Landscape Arch. University of Colorado  1997-2002 
 
ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 
Design Critic/Reviews 
Activity    Institution        Year 
Distinguished 
Visiting Prof.  Oslo School of Architecture, Landscape Urbanism   2008 (spr) 
Visiting Prof  Aarhus School of Architecture, Denmark    2007 (fall) 
Design Critic   MIT School of Architecture      2007 (spr) 
Design Critic  GSD dept.’s Urban Planning and Design, Architecture  2007 (spr) 
Thesis Critic  GSD dept.’s Urban Planning and Design, Architecture  2007 (spr) 
Design Critic  IUAV-University of Venice at Luav    2006 
Thesis Critic  Unitec/New Zealand, Dept. of Landscape Architecture  2006 (fall)  
Design Critic  KU Leuven, Belgium, Dept. of Arch/ Planning    2006 (spr) 
Design Critic  KU Leuven, Belgium, Dept. of Arch/ Planning    2006 (spr) 
Design Critic  Yale University, School of Architecture    2005 
Design Critic   University of Michigan, Dept. of Architecture   2005 (fall) 
Thesis Critic   University of Michigan, Dept. of Architecture   2004  
Thesis Critic   University of Toronto, Landscape Architecture   2004 
Design Juror   AMD&ART, National Design Competition    2004 
Design Critic  Rhode Island School of Design, Landscape Architecture  2003 
Visiting Critic  University of Colorado/Denver, Dept. of Arch. & UD  2003 (fall) 
Design Critic  Washington University-St. Louis, School of Architecture  2002 
Design Critic  University of Utah, Dept. of Architecture    2002 
Design Critic  University of Illinois/Chicago, Landscape Urbanism 1999, 2000, 2002 
Design Critic  University of Virginia, Dept. of Landscape Architecture  1995 

 
SELECTED GRANTS, HONORS, AWARDS 
European Union LIFE+2009        2009-present 
Funding awarded for construction of Wetland Machine in Latina, Italy 
 
Finalist, Re-Burbia Competition DWELL Magazine     2009 
Big Box Biofuel, with Case Brown, August 
 
Toyota Research Institute - North America, Grant     2009-present 
Future Urban Mobility in North America (USD$200,000.00) 
 
Grand Paris Agglomeration Project       2009 
International Consultation for Metropolitan Paris, with Studio 08, Milano 
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Designer of The Future         2008 
Delft University of Technology, Wouter Mikmak Foundation 
 
Fellow, American Academy in Rome       2007-08 
Prince Charitable Trusts Rome Prize Fellow in Landscape Architecture 
 
Planetizen (planning and development web portal)     2007 
Drosscape: Wasting Land in Urban America named top 10 planning books of 2007 
 
I.D. Magazine’s 53rd Annual Design Review      2007 
Silver Medal for Design Distinction, Drosscape: Wasting Land in Urban America  
 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Grant     2007-08 
Town of Breckenridge, Urban Design/Landscape Master Plan Wellington Oro 
Principal Investigator: Alan Berger (USD$60,000.00) 
 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Grant     2007 
Brownscape Design Focus Area Support, for Superfund Reclamation Research 
Principal Investigator: Alan Berger (USD$60,000.00) 

 
John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, Grant  2006 
Acting in Time: JARing Actions and Hefty Tails 
Project Co-Leaders: Alan Berger, Richard J. Zeckhauser- Frank Plumpton Ramsey 
Professor of Political Economy (KSG), Carolyn Kousky (KSG) (USD$90,000.00) 

 
ASLA International Student Honor Award in Communications   2006 
Trail Strategies for the Golden Horseshoe, French Gulch Mine Studio 
(James B. Lounsbury, student; Alan Berger and Case Brown, advisors 
4 chosen out of 250 entries) 

 
National Landscape Design Award Nomination     2006  
Cooper Hewitt National Design Museum 
National Design Awards Program, New York 
 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Grant     2006 
w/ Summit County and Town of Breckenridge, Colorado 
Abandoned Mine Reclamation and Landscape Planning 
of a Superfund Site in the American Intermountain West 
Principal Investigator: Alan Berger (USD$20,000.00) 
 
Named as Consultant to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency   2006 
Superfund and Abandoned Mine Research in U.S. Region 8 
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National Mining Association        2004-07 
Sponsorship of Project for Reclamation Excellence (P-REX) 
Principal Investigator: Alan Berger (USD$23,000.00) 

 
Rio Tinto Group          2006-07 
Sponsorship of Project for Reclamation Excellence (P-REX) 
Principal Investigator: Alan Berger (USD$20,000.00) 
 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Grant     2005 
Brownscape Design Focus Area Support, for Superfund Reclamation Research 
Principal Investigator: Alan Berger (USD$60,000.00) 
 
Tiffany & Co. Foundation, Grant       2005 
Research and Sponsorship, Project for Reclamation Excellence (P-REX)  
Principal Investigator: Alan Berger  (USD$60,000.00 - 1 of 4 nationally) 
 
Harvard University Center for the Environment, Grant    2004 
Digital Simulated Reclamation on Landscapes in American Indian Reservations 
Principal Investigator: Alan Berger  
Co-Investigator: Joseph P. Kalt, Ford Foundation Professor of International 
Political Economy (KSG) (USD$35,350.00 - 1 of 4 given across Harvard) 
 
Dean’s Junior Faculty Research Grant, Harvard GSD    2007 
Reclamation Research Latina, Italy 
Principal Investigator: Alan Berger  (USD$6,000.00) 
 
Dean’s Junior Faculty Research Grant, Harvard GSD    2004 
American Urbanization Research 
Principal Investigator: Alan Berger  (USD$6,000.00) 
 
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, SFMOMA     2004 
Purchase of six drawings and photographs 
from Reclaiming the American West pp. 124/5. 126/7, 128/9 
Permanent Collection of Art and Architecture 
 
Interfaculty Collaboration Grant, Provost’s Office, Harvard University  2003 
Digital Simulated Reclamation on Landscapes in American Indian Reservations 
Principal Investigator: Alan Berger  
Co-Investigator: Joseph P. Kalt, Ford Foundation Professor of International 
Political Economy (KSG) (USD$10,000.00)  
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Tozier Fund, Harvard University, Grant     2003, 2004, 2005 
Digital Conversion of Images from Reclaiming the American West 
Principal Investigator: Alan Berger (USD$6,000.00) 
 
Dean’s Junior Faculty Research Grant, Harvard GSD    2003 
American Urbanization Research, Principal Investigator: Alan Berger  (USD$7,000.00) 
 
State of Colorado Department of Natural Resources, Grant    2003 
Exhibition Maintenance, Reclaiming the American Western Landscape 
Principal Investigator: Alan Berger (USD$4,500.00) 

 
Research Award, Environmental Design Research Association (EDRA)  2003 
Reclaiming the American West (2 awarded  internationally) 
 
Library of Congress Center for the Book, Colorado Book Award   2002 
Reclaiming the American West, (2 awarded out of 200 applicants) 
 
Vice Chancellors Office, University of Colorado, Grant    2002 
Reclaiming the American West book color support (USD$5,000.00) 

 
Phelps Dodge Foundation, Grant       2001 
Reclaiming the American Western Landscape 
Principal Investigator: Alan Berger (USD$10,000.00) 
 
Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies in the Fine Arts, Grant   2001 
Publication of Reclaiming the American West  
Principal Investigator: Alan Berger (USD$10,000.00) 
 
Faculty Grant Award, University of Colorado     2001 
Reclaiming the American Western Landscape 
Principal Investigator: Alan Berger (USD$4,000.00) 
 
Western Lands Initiative , Gift to CU Foundation     2000 
Traveling National Exhibition: Reclaiming the American Western Landscape 
Principal Investigator: Alan Berger (USD$4,000.00) 
 
AngloGold North America        2000 
Catalogue for Cartographies, Mappings and Images of Altered Landscapes  
Principal Investigator: Alan Berger (USD$5,000.00) 
 
Climax Molybdenum Company, Gift to CU Foundation    2000 
Catalogue for Cartographies, Mappings and Images of Altered Landscapes  
Principal Investigator: Alan Berger (USD$4,000.00) 
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State of Colorado Department of Natural Resources, Grant    1999 
Research: Reclaiming the American Western Landscape 
Principal Investigator: Alan Berger (USD$20,000.00) 

 
Council of Educators in Landscape Architecture (CELA) Award   1999 
Recognition of Excellence in Teaching and Research (2 given internationally) 
 
Van Alen Prize in Public Architecture,  New York City    1998 
International Design Competition: Design Ideas for New York’s East River 
“Landscape Strai(gh)ts” Finalist, 7th out of 241 entries 
 
Ernest McFarland Memorial, Arizona State Capitol, Phoenix, Arizona  1998 
Winner: Competition and Commission by the McFarland Foundation 
Dedication November 11, 1998 (collaboration with artist Susan Schwartzenberg) 

 
 

CURRENT FUNDED RESEARCH 
 
Toyota Research Institute – North America (TEMA) 
2009-present, Project for Reclamation Excellence (P-REX) at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Project Leader: Alan Berger 
The focus of this research is to establish new infrastructural locations based on movement 
trending in and out of Principal US urban areas, and new BoomTowns, and to collaborate with 
Toyota on appropriate new mobility methods for prototyping. 

 
Provincia Di Latina, Italy –Wetland Machine and Systemic Design 
2007-present, Project for Reclamation Excellence (P-REX) at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Project Leader: Alan Berger 
In cooperation with the European Union LIFE+2009 Program, Provincia Di Latina: Dottore 
Carlo Perotto-Dirigente Settore Pianificazione Urbanistica e Territoriale; Dottore Nicoletta 
Valle- Dirigente Settore Ecologia e Ambiente. This project extends Alan Berger’s research at 
The American Academy in Rome on the Pontine Marsh region of Latina, Italy. Work includes 
urban planning, landscape architecture, environmental analysis, and  feasibility and engineering 
study for a new constructed wetland to treat urban and agricultural effluent in the Latina’s 
Bonifica Integrale. Design development to be completed in 2009, construction 2010. 

 
Wellington Oro Reclamation and Urban Design Concept Booklet and Plan: EPA 
Reclamation Publication Series 
In cooperation with U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 8 Superfund Office 
Consulting Project, 2005-Present 
Project for Reclamation Excellence (P-REX) at Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Project Leader: Alan Berger 
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Project Consultant: Victor Ketellapper, USEPA Region 8, Superfund Program, Town of 
Breckenridge, Summit County, PoplarHouse Developers, 2x4, Inc. 
 
Our Networked Nation: Transformation of the American Economic Landscape 
InterFaculty Research Project, 2005-Present 
Co-authors: Alan Berger (MIT), Edward L. Glaeser (economist, Harvard KSG), Richard J. 
Zeckhauser (economist, Harvard KSG) 
This project explores the history and construction of infrastructures of mobility, communication, 
and exchange that have realigned patterns of urbanization across North America.  

 
Superfund Sites and Abandoned Mine Reclamation Planning and Design  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 8 Superfund Office 
Research Project, 2004-Present 
Project for Reclamation Excellence (P-REX) at Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Principal Investigator and Project Leader 
This study applies landscape planning and design concepts to reclaim mining sites, and develops 
a guide for integrating brownscape design concepts with mine reclamation. Sites vary as 
Government action is required. 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
Books 
Designing The Reclaimed Landscape 
Taylor & Francis: New York/London 
ISBN: 10: 0-415-77303-2  167 pages, 29 color plates, hardcover. January 1, 2008 
Edited by Alan Berger 
 
Drosscape: Wasting Land in Urban America 
Princeton Architectural Press: New York 
ISBN: 156898572X 256 pages, 165 four-color plates, hardcover, June 2006 
I.D. Magazine’s 53rd Annual Design Review, Silver Medal for Design Distinction, Planetizen top 
10 planning books of 2007 
 
Nansha Coastal City: Landscape and Urbanism in the Pearl River Delta 
Harvard University Graduate School of Design: Cambridge 
Co-edited by Alan Berger and Margaret Crawford (GSD), all photography by Alan Berger 
ISBN: 0-935617-86-8  133 pages, 104 four-color plates, paperback, January 2006 
 
Reclaiming the American West 
Princeton Architectural Press: New York 
ISBN: 156898362X  224 pages, 180 four-color plates/25 b/w, hardcover, November 2002 
Winner: Research Award, Environmental Design Research Association (EDRA), 2003 
and U.S. Library of Congress Center for the Book, Colorado Book Award, 2002 
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Book Manuscripts in Progress 
Landscape + Urbanism In The Bay Of Mumbai 
Co-edited with Rahul Mehrotra (MIT). Forthcoming Fall 2009 
 
Systemic Design Can Change The World 
MikMak Foundation, TU Delft Netherlands. Forthcoming Fall 2009 
 
From Waste To Place 
EPA Special Publication Series, with Victor Ketellapper and Case Brown. 
Forthcoming Fall 2009 

 
 

PUBLISHED CHAPTERS, ESSAYS, ARTICLES, INTERVIEWS AND BOOK REVIEWS 
“A New Systemic Nature for Mussolini’s Landscape Urbanism” with Case Brown, 
in VIA: DIRT, University of Pennsylvania School of Design, September 2009, pp. 27-36. 
 
“An Interview with Alan Berger”, by Matteo Poli, February 10, 2009, in Abitare 
http://abitare.it/featured/an-interview-with-alan-berger/ 
 
“Bringing Hypoxic Dead Zones Back To Life”, by Marcia Stepanek, August 3, 2009, in 
POP!TECH, http://www.poptech.org/blog/index.php/archives/4720 

 
La métropole du XXIème siècle de l’après-Kyoto, Consultation internationale de recherche et 
développement sur le grand pari de l’agglomération parisienne la ville “poreuse”: chantier 1, 
with équipe Studio 09 Bernardo Secchi et Paola Viganò, March 2009, pp. 164. 
 
Le diagnostic prospectif de l’agglomération parisienne, Consultation internationale de recherche 
et développement sur le grand pari de l’agglomération parisienne la ville “poreuse”: chantier 2 
with équipe Studio 09 Bernardo Secchi et Paola Viganò, March 2009, pp. 64. 

 
“The Five Neglects: Risks Gone Amiss” with Richard Zeckhauser, Case Brown, and Carolyn 
Kousky, in Mitigating and Recovering from Natural and Unnatural Disasters, H. Kunreuther 
and M. Useem (eds.), Philadelphia, PA: Wharton School Publishing, forthcoming. 
 
“Logistics Landscape” Essay and Illustrations, Mappings, in Landscape Journal  co-authors 
Alan Berger and Charles Waldheim. 27:2 fall 2008, pp. 219-246 
 
“What Can We Learn From Waste?” Editorial interview by Ania Molenda, Introduction by Tom 
Avermaete, in B_NIEUWS, Delft University of Technology Weekly Periodical, Oct. 6, 2008 
pp 2-3 
 
Future Cities, KERB 16, RMIT Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology. Interview with Alan 
Berger on Waste Landscapes by Nina McLoughlin, pp 6-11. 2008 
 
Ian McHarg: Dwelling in Nature, Eds. Lynn Margulis,  James Corner, Brian Hawthorne, New 
York: Princeton Architectural Press, 2007, Forward by Alan Berger, pp. 9-10 
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“Drosscape” Book Chapter Published in The Landscape Urbanism Reader Ed. Charles 
Waldheim New York: Princeton Architectural Press, June 2006, pp. 197-217 
 
"Ruins of the Present," Essay and Illustrations by Alan Berger and Dorion Sagan, in Cabinet 22-
A Quarterly Magazine of Art & Culture, New York, July 2006 

 
“Projecting Chinese Landscape Architecture” Essay and Illustrations in World Architecture: 191, 
Beijing, China, May 2006, pp. 98-103 

 
“Floods, Fires, Earthquakes, and Pine Beetles: Four Lessons for Natural Disaster Planning” 
Book Chapter Published in Risking House and Home: Disasters, Cities, Public Policy, Ed. John 
M. Quigley, Larry A. Rosenthal, Berkeley: University of California / Berkeley Public Policy 
Press, Co-authored by Alan Berger (GSD), Richard Zeckhauser (KSG), Carolyn Kousky (KSG), 
2006 
 
 “Urban Land is a Natural Thing to Waste” Essay Published in Harvard Design Magazine 23 
‘Regeneration’, Fall 2005/Winter 2006, pp. 48-56 
 
“Design for a Minefield” Critic-at-Large Column Published in Landscape Architecture April 
2004, pp. 164, 163 
 
“Screening Junkspace” Design Column Published in Landscape Architecture January 2003, pp. 
36-40 
 
“Researching the Studio” Editorial Review and Essay by Alan Berger, Linda Corkery, Kathryn 
Moore, published in Landscape Review August 2003, vol. 8(1), pp. 1-2 

 
 “Reclaiming the American West” Essay Published in Praxis 4: Landscapes, Cambridge and 
New Orleans, 2002, pp. 82-93 
 
“Representation and Reclaiming: Cartographies, Mappings, and Images of Altered American 
Western Landscapes” Essay Published in Landscape Journal, 21:1, 2002, pp. 1-22 
 
Book Review: Constructed Ground: The Millennium Garden Design Competition (Ed. Charles 
Waldheim, Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2001). Co-reviewer Gale Fulton, Published in 
Landscape Journal, 21:1, 2002, pp. 224-5 

 
Book review: Recovering Landscape: Essays in Contemporary Landscape Architecture (Ed. 
James Corner, New York: Princeton Architectural Press, 1999) Published in Studies in the 
History of Gardens & Designed Landscapes, 22:2, April-June 2002, pp. 142-6 
 
“Waste of the West” Essay Published in The Albuquerque Tribune, Insight & Opinion Section, 
Wednesday September 11, 2002, pp. C1, C3 
 
 “Learning from Downsview” Critic-at-Large Column Published in Landscape Architecture, 
May 2001, pp. 132, 131 
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Conference Review: “Representing The Designed Landscape: Images Models, Words” (Held 
Nov. 10 & 11, University of California at Berkeley) Published in Landscape Journal, Issue 20/2, 
2001, pp. 194-198 
 
"Remembering Columbine" Critic-at-Large Column Published in Landscape Architecture 
August 2000, pp. 124, 121 
 
"Denver’s Central Platte Valley" Critic-at-Large Column Published in Landscape Architecture 
March 2000, pp. 124, 121 
 
Book Review: “Designed Landscape Forum 1” (Eds. Gina Crandell and Heidi Landecker, 
Spacemaker Press, 1999), Published in Landscape Journal 18(1), 1999, pp. 88-90  
 
"Perspectives" Published in Landscape Architecture September 1999, vol. 89, no. 9, p. 100 
 
Conference Review: “LOLA2: Languages of Landscape Architecture, Lincoln University, New 
Zealand” Published in Landscape Journal 18(1), 1999, pp 112-114 
 
"Archeological Space: negotiating narrative content in the landscape continuum" Essay 
Published in  
Landscape Review Lincoln University, New Zealand, 4(1), 1998, pp. 3-15 
 
"Sunnyvale Baylands Park: Anticipating Public Landscapes for the 21st Century" Project 
Review/Essay Published in Critiques of Built Works, Louisiana State University, vol. 4, spr. 
1997 
 

 
PUBLISHED ARTICLES, BOOK REVIEWS; AND REFERENCES BY OTHERS 
 
“An Introduction To Landscape Design: Missing The Mark-Landscape Done Wrong”, by Amber 
Bravo, citation in DWELL, April 2009, p. 116. 
 
“Precious Metals Precious Trout” by Tom Dickson, Montana Outdoors, photograph from 
Reclaiming The American West Acquired for Article, May-June 2009, p. 19. 
 “In Italy, a Redesign of Nature to Clean It“ in The New York Times, September 22, 2008 by 
Elizabeth Rosenthal, p. A5 
 
“Redesigning A Polluted Province In Italy” in The International Herald Tribune, September 22, 
2008 by Elizabeth Rosenthal 
 
“Green Research Involves Rainbow of Disciplines” in Harvard Gazette vol. CII no. 30, May 31-
June 6, 2007, Special Insert - Harvard Environmental Sustainability at Work pp. 5, 8. by Alvin 
Powell 
 
Book Review: Drosscape: Wasting Land in Urban America in JOLA (Journal of Landscape 
Architecture,  August 2006 p. 67 by Charles Waldheim 
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Book Review: Drosscape: Wasting Land in Urban America in DWELL Magazine, October 2006 
p. 64 
 
Book Review: Drosscape: Wasting Land in Urban America in WALLPAPER Magazine,  
September 2006 p. 188, by Jonathan Bell  
 
Book Review: “Drosscape: The Dark Side of Man’s Cultural Landscapes” in TOPOS 56 The 
International Review of Landscape Architecture and Urban Design, 2006, pp. 63-71, by Kelly 
Shannon 
 
Drosscape: Wasting Land in Urban America  named to book of the year list, in “Roundup 
Architecture books: Edifice complex, Essays explore the building of dreams, through history” by 
Steve Paul in The Kansas City Star Sunday, November 19, 2006  
 
Drosscape: Wasting Land in Urban America named “Top 10 Book of the Year” by Planetizen: 
The Planning and Development Network (web portal), December 2006 
 
Book Review: Drosscape: Wasting Land in Urban America in Civil Engineering, October 2006, 
p. 84-5, by Ray Bert 
 
Book Review: Drosscape: Wasting Land in Urban America in Cite 67 (Rice Design Alliance), 
Summer 2006, p. 36, by Robert Fishman 
 
Book Review: Drosscape: Wasting Land in Urban America in METROPOLIS magazine, August 
2006, p. 118, by Rebecca Cavanough 

 
Book Review: Drosscape: Wasting Land in Urban America in Landscape Architecture, July, 
2006, p. 120-1, by Gale Fulton 
 
Book Review: “Waste Not” Review of Drosscape: Wasting Land in Urban America in 
Planning, June 2006, p. 55, by Harold Henderson 
 
Book Review: Drosscape: Wasting Land in Urban America in Architecture Magazine,  June 
2006 p. 45, by Nathalie Westervelt 
 
Charts, Photos, and Other Graphics by Alan Berger Published in Wildfire and Americans: How 
to Save Lives, Property, and your Tax Dollars, by Roger G. Kennedy, New York: Hill and 
Wang, June 2006 
 
Book Review: Drosscape: Wasting Land in Urban America in World Architecture: 191, Beijing, 
China, May 2006, pp. 104-5, by Kelly Shannon 
 
Book Review: Drosscape: Wasting Land in Urban America in New York Magazine, The 
Approval Matrix, week of May 1, 2006, p. 122 
 
“Out of Old Mines’ Muck Rises New Reclamation Model for West” in The New York Times, by 
Kirk Johnson, Lead Article-National Section, Saturday March 4, 2006, p. A8 
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Book Review: “Dirt and Beauty: Thoughts on Alan Berger’s Drosscape: Wasting Land in Urban 
America” Published in American Arts Quarterly, spring issue 2006, by Frederick Turner 

 
Referenced, Lecture Text Published, “24 Ideas From Boston” in The Boston Sunday Globe, 
Special Supplement, Oct. 16, 2005, p. A25 
 
Referenced in “Innovators Cross Disciplines, Find Answers” in The Boston Globe, Business 
Section, Friday Oct. 7, 2005, pp. C1, C4, by Robert Weisman 
 
Book Review: Reclaiming the American West in Places, vol. 16, no. 1 (Fall 2003), 2003 
EDRA/Places Awards, pp. 24-27, by Andrea Urbiel Goldner 
 
Book Review: Reclaiming the American West in Landscape Architecture, September 2003, pp. 
102-3, by Jon Bryan Burley 

 
Book Review: Reclaiming the American West in The Bloomsbury Review, July/August 2003, pp. 
94-6, by Kim Long 
 
Book Review: Reclaiming the American West in Choice: Reviews for Academic Librarians, 
March 2003, p. 1203, by I.D. Sasowsky 
 
Book Review: Reclaiming the American West in AAFiles 49, spring 2003, pp. 94-6, by Kelly 
Shannon 
 
Book Review: “Reclaiming Open-Ended Design” Review of Reclaiming the American West in 
Planning, January 2003, p. 53, by Harold Henderson 

 
Referenced Mapping From Reclaiming the American West in ARCHIS, vol. 2, 2004, “Maps and 
Landscape” pp. 60-65 by Michiel Dehaene 
 
Reclaiming the American West Referenced in Kerb: Journal of Landscape Architecture, "Mining 
Gaps" no. 13, pp. 94-97, by Faron Mengler 
 
Book Review: Reclaiming the American West in Landscape Journal, 23:1, 2004, pp. 68-9, by 
Mark Elison Hoversten 
 
Exhibition Review: “Reclaiming the Mines of America” in Harvard Gazette, December 16, 2004 
vol. C, no. 13, pp. 16-18 by Ken Gewertz 
 
Referenced in Natural Resources Journal of the University of New Mexico School of Law, 
“Redeeming the Geography of Hope” Winter 2003, vol. 43, no. 1, by Charles Little 

 
“Author Aims at Legacy of Mining” Lecture Review Published in The Spokesman-Review, 
Friday December 5, 2003, pp. A14-15, by Becky Kramer 
 
Referenced in American Arts Quarterly, "Restoring Nature and Culture" vol. XX, no. 4, Fall 
2003, pp. 9-14, by Frederick Turner 
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“Reclaiming the American West” International Award, Jury Comments, and Essay Published in 
Places, vol. 16, no. 1, fall 2003, 2003 EDRA/Places Awards, pp. 24-27, by Andrea Urbiel 
Goldner 
 
Book Review:  “Documenting America’s Shame” Alan Berger Interviewed in Harvard Gazette, 
February 20, 2003 vol. XCVIII, no. 19, pp. 3-4, by Ken Gewertz 
 
Radio Interview: KWGS 89.5FM StudioTulsa, Oklahoma Public Radio (30 min.) Monday Jan. 
27, 2003, Topic-“Reclaiming the American West” 
 
 “Landscape Strai(gh)ts” Competition Project Referenced in Beyond The Edge: New York’s New 
Waterfront, by Raymond W. Gastil, Princeton Architectural Press: New York, p. 140, 2002 

 
"Digging Deep" Exhibition Review Published in Landscape Architecture, December 2000, vol. 
90, no. 12, pp. 16, 18, Ed. By Heather Hammett 

 
Book Review: Reclaiming the American West in Rocky Mountain News, “Sunday Spotlight” Feb. 
25, 2001, p. 13D, by Mary Voelz Chandler 
 
"Ernest W. McFarland Memorial" Public Art Review, Forecast Public Artworks, vol. 11, no. 1, 
issue 21, fall/winter 99, p. 42 
 
"Monumental Question" Project Review of Ernest W. McFarland Memorial Published in 
Landscape Architecture,  May 1999, vol. 89, no. 5, pp. 24-28, by Kathleen Ingley 
 
 “Manhattan Moment: Rethinking the East River” Competition Review Published in Landscape 
Architecture September 1998, vol. 88, no. 9, p. 20, Ed. Paul Bennett 

 
"Douglass Spark Park" Published in Designed Landscape Forum 1, (Eds. Gina Crandell and 
Heidi Landecker, Washington D.C: Spacemaker Press, 1998) p. 25 
 
"Douglass Spark Park" Project Review Published in Public Art Review, vol. 8, no 2, issue 16-
Regarding Land, spr/sum 1997, p. 32, by Anita Berrizbeitia 
 
"Best Park in Houston" Reader’s Award for Douglass Spark Park, Published in Houston Press, 
Houston, Texas, July 1996, pp. 55-56 
 
"Landscape As Narrative" Project Review of Ernest W. McFarland Memorial Published in  
Landscape Architecture, July 1996, vol. 86, no. 7, p. 24, Ed. Alicia Rodriguez 
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INVITED LECTURES 
Lecturer and Panelist, Columbia University, New York     2009 
“Dean’s Lecture Series in Urban Design” November 9 
 
Lecturer,  CUSP Conference, Chicago       2009 
“Finding Large Waste” September 16-17 
 
Lecture, Keynote for ECLAS, Genova, Italy      2009 
“Scalar Ruins: 4 Systemic Projects” September 25-26 
 
Lecturer and Panelist, Keynote for AIA Arizona, Phoenix    2009    2009 
“Recent Waste Projects and Systemic Design” August 27 

 
Lecturer, World Economic Forum, Young Global Leaders Conference   2008 
Harvard University John F. Kennedy School of Government    
"Obstacles to Clear Thinking About Disasters," and "JARing Actions" 
(with Richard Zeckhauser-KSG), December 10 
 
Lecturer, “Systemic Design in Landscape + Urbanism”     2008 
City Design and Development Forum-MIT Department of Urban 
Studies and Planning, November 3 
 
Lecturer, Designers of The Future        2008 
Delft University of Technology, Wouter Mikmak Foundation 
“Systemic Design Can Change The World” October 15 
 
Lecturer, Oslo School of Architecture, Norway      2008 
“Systemic Landscape Intelligence and Urbanism” April 
 
Lecturer and Panelist, KU Leuven,  Belgium, Urbanism and Planning Program 2007 
Landscape Urbanism Debate Series, Nov. 21 
 
Lecturer, Aarhus School of Architecture, Denmark     2007 
“Systemic Landscape Intelligence and Urbanism” Nov. 15 
 
Lecturer, The City Program at Simon Frasier University    2007 
VIA Architecture Urban Design Lecture, May 23 
“Landscape Waste, and Urbanization” 
 
Panelist, Harvard University John F. Kennedy School of Government   2007 
“Acting in Time for Anthro-Natural Disasters” (work with Richard Zeckhauser-KSG) 
Conference: The Looming Crises: Can We Act in Time, May 4-5 
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Lecturer, U.S./German Brownfields Bilateral Group Workshop    2007 
“Brownscape Design Subgroup” Stuttgart, Germany, April 21-23 
 
Lecturer, Harvard University John F. Kennedy School of Government   2007 
“Coping With Catastrophes” (work with Richard Zeckhauser-KSG) 
Faculty Luncheon Series, April 11 
 
Lecturer, Harvard University Center for the Environment    2007 
“Acting in Time for Anthro-Natural Disasters” (work with Richard Zeckhauser-KSG) 
Fellows Dinner Lecture, April 10 
 
Lecturer, Massachusetts Institute of Technology      2007 
Department of Urban Studies and Planning, April 5 
“Agglomerations, Networks, and Collaborations: Designing With Urban Landscape” 
 
Lecturer, KU Leuven,  Belgium, Urbanism and Planning Program   2006 
 “Waste Landscape and New Urban Design Research” Nov. 13 

 
IUAV-University of Venice at Luav,  European postgraduate masters   2006 
program in urbanism, “Drosscape” Nov. 17 

 
Lecturer, Unitec, Diploma of Landscape and Architecture Program   2006 
“Waste Landscapes of Urbanization” Auckland, New Zealand, November 2   
 
Lecturer and Panelist, “Reclaiming the Land”      2006 
Vera List Center for Art and Politics, The New School, New York City, May 24 
 
Lecturer, The Architecture League of New York      2006 
“Drosscape” New York City, May 18   
 
Lecturer, KU Leuven,  Belgium, Dept. of Architecture, “Drosscape”   2006 
Urbanism and Planning, Landscape Urbanism Seminar, April 26 

 
Radio Interview, National Public Radio (NPR), On Point with Tom Ashbrook  2005 
“The Real Cost of Gold” aired: Friday, October 28, 2005 10-11AM ET 
 
Lecturer and Panelist, 2005 National Brownfields Conference, Denver   2005 
“Mining Communities & Watersheds in Transition Revitalization Workshop, 
Session I, Prospecting for a Vision” November 3 

 
Lecturer, IDEASBoston 2005 Conference, sponsored by The Boston Globe  2005 
Moderator: NPR’s On Point Tom Ashbrook, Federal Reserve Bank, Oct. 6&7 
 
Lecturer, Columbia University, School of Architecture, New York   2005 
“Drosscape” for seminar: Landscape, Infrastructure, Intervention, Sept. 23 
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Lecturer, University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, “Waste Landscapes”   2005 
A. Alfred Taubman College of Architecture + Urban Planning, Nov. 21 
 
Lecturer, Arizona State University, “Waste Landscapes”    2005 
Department of Architecture and Landscape Architecture, Phoenix, Oct. 26 

 
Lecturer, Harvard Graduate School of Design, Public Lecture Series   2004 
Dept. of Landscape Architecture, “Projecting Reclamation in Design” Dec. 1 
 
Lecturer, University of California-Berkeley, College of Environmental Design  2004 
“Reclaiming the American Landscape” April 5 

 
Lecturer, University of Toronto, Faculty of Architecture, Landscape and Design 2004 
“Reclaiming the North American Landscape” Toronto, February 24 
 
Keynote Lecturer, Northwest Mining Association 109th Convention   2003 
“Reclamation Futures” Spokane, Washington, December 4 
 
Lecturer, The Ohio State University, Knowlton School of Architecture   2003 
“Reclaiming the American West and Other Recent Work” October 22 
 
Lecturer, University of Colorado at Boulder, College of Environmental Design 2003 
“Pretty, Poisoned” February 26 
 
Lecturer, Denver Public Library, Landscape Lecture Series    2003 
“Pretty, Poisoned” February 25 
 
Lecturer, Tattered Cover Books, Western Landscape Author Series, Denver  2003 
“Pretty, Poisoned” February 22 
 
Lecturer, Rhode Island School of Design, RSA Lecture Series    2003 
“Reclaiming the American West” Providence, February 18 

 
Lecturer, Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies in the Fine Arts   2002 
“Reclaiming the American West” Chicago, Nov. 20 
 
Lecturer, Harvard Graduate School of Design, Dept. of Landscape Architecture 2002 
“Recent Work” April 16 
 
Lecturer, University of Utah, Graduate School of Architecture    2002 
“Post-Technological Landscapes” Salt Lake City, October 11 
 
Lecturer, University of New Mexico, Visions for the American West Series  2002 
Dept. of Geography, “Reclaiming the American West” Albuquerque, Sept. 8 
 
Lecturer, Rice University, School of Architecture     2002 
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“Post-Technological Landscapes” Houston, February 18 
 
Lecturer, University of Pennsylvania, Graduate School of Fine Arts, Philadelphia 2002 
Dept. of Landscape Architecture, “Reclaiming the American West” Jan. 14 

 
Lecturer, LOLA II Conference, Lincoln University, New Zealand “Archeological 1998 
Space: Negotiating Narrative Content in the Landscape Continuum” July 11 

 
 
SELECTED OTHER MEDIA, SYMPOSIA, PANELS, SEMINARS 
Chair and Panelist, Eastern Waterfront Mumbai India, Environmental Impact Panel 2008 
Urban Design Research Institutue, Mumbai, India, August 22 
 
Radio Interview, “Rebuilding Nature” Earthbeat, Radio Netherlands Worldwide, 2008 
interview by Marnie Chesterton, October 23, 2008 (posted November 6, 2008) 
 
Radio Interview, Redesigning A Toxic Landscape, New Hampshire Public Radio  2008 
interview by Virginia Prescott, Tuesday, October 21, 2008  
 
Lecturer, Denmark Academy in Rome, Itlay      2007 
Bonifica Agro Pontina Seminar, Sept. 
 
Lecturer, TU/e Technische Universiteit Eindhoven, Netherlands   2007 
Urban Wastelands Conference, Nov. 5 
 
Seminar Leader, KU Leuven,  Belgium, Dept. of Architecture,     2006 
Urbanism and Planning, Landscape Urbanism Seminar, Oct. 18-20, Nov. 13-15 

 
Symposium Organizer, Lecturer, Moderator      2006 
P-REX2: Reclaiming The Future, “Digital Ecolo-Econo Simulation: 
Advancing the Evolutionary Role of Representation” 
Harvard Graduate School of Design, April 21 
 
Panelist, 2005 National Brownfields Conference, “Town Plenary Meeting”  2005 
Moderator: NPR’s Living On Earth host Steve Curwood, Denver,  Nov. 3 

 
Lecturer and Panelist, 2005 National Brownfields Conference    2005 
“Mining Communities & Watersheds in Transition Revitalization Workshop, 
Session I, Prospecting for a Vision” Denver, November 3 

 
Lecturer, IDEASBoston 2005 Conference, sponsored by The Boston Globe  2005 
Moderator: NPR’s On Point Tom Ashbrook, Federal Reserve Bank, Oct. 6&7 
 
Symposium Organizer, Lecturer, Moderator      2004 
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P-REX1: Projecting Reclamation in Design 
“Representing and Interfacing Data in Designing Post-Mining Scenarios”   
Harvard Graduate School of Design, December 3 
 
Juror, AMD&ART, International Student Design Competition    2004 
Johnstown, Pennsylvania, April 23 

 
Co-Chair and Lecturer, Horizontal Urbanism Panel, 10/50 Anniversary  2002 
Celebration, University of Colorado at Boulder and Denver, Oct. 1&2 
 
Seminar Lecturer, Visions For The American West: An Interdisciplinary  2002 
Lecture Series, Organized by the Department of Geography 
University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, September 8 
 
Conference Lecturer, 102nd National Western Mining Conference   1999 
"Envisioning Reclamation: Cartographies, Mappings and Images of 
Altered Landscapes"  Colorado Springs, November 5 
 

 
EXHIBITIONS OF RESEARCH/CREATIVE WORK 

 
Exhibit Title: “Drosscape: Wasting Land in Urban America”     2006 
Faculty Projects Wall, Harvard Graduate School of Design, April 5-30 

 
Exhibit Title: “Photographs from Reclaiming the American West”    2005  
Harvard University Center for the Environment,  Feb. 1-Sept. 1 

 
Exhibit Title: “Projecting Reclamation in Design”      2004-5 
Harvard Graduate School of Design, Nov. 27-Jan. 17  
 
Exhibit Title: “Reclaiming the American West”       2003  
The Ohio State University, Knowlton School of Architecture, Oct. 17-Nov. 25 
 
Exhibit Title: “The Western Landscape: Four Viewpoints”     2003  
Denver International Airport, Concourse 'A' Bridgeway    
January 10-April 6 (4 man show) 

 
Exhibit Title: “Reclaiming the American West”       2002-3  
Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies in Fine Arts, Chicago, Nov. 20-Jan. 9 
 
Exhibit Title: “Landscape Skins-Horizontal Urbanism”     2002 
University of Colorado-Boulder, College of Environmental Design, Oct. 18-Nov. 1 
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Exhibit Title: “Landscape Skins-Horizontal Urbanism”     2002 
University of Colorado-Denver, College of Arch. & Planning, Sept. 30-Oct. 18 
 
Exhibit Title: “Reclaiming the Western American Landscape”    2002 
Columbia University, School of Architecture, New York, April 1-May 14 
 
Exhibit Title: “Reclaiming the Western American Landscape”     2001 
Rice University, School of Architecture, Houston, February 18-March 15 

 
Exhibit Title: “Reclaiming the Western American Landscape”     2001 
University of Pennsylvania, GSFA, Philadelphia, January 14-February 1 

 
Exhibit Title: “Reclaiming the Western American Landscape”     2001 
Western Museum of Mining and Industry, Colorado Springs, Mar. 11-Aug. 10 
 
Exhibit Title: “Reclaiming the Western American Landscape”     2001 
University of Colorado/Denver (Coll. Architecture and Planning) Feb. 12-Mar. 2 

 
Exhibit Title: “Reclaiming the Western American Landscape”     2001 
Colorado State Capitol Rotunda, Denver,  Jan. 26-Feb. 9 

 
Exhibit Title: Design Ideas for New York’s Other River-The East River   1998-9 
Entry, “Landscape Strai(gh)ts” in traveling exhibition 
Van Alen Institute, New York City, November 5 - February 28 
 
Exhibit Title: Greenport Waterfront Competition, New York    1996 
Entry, “LAND WAVES” in exhibition 
 
Exhibit Title: Designed Landscape Forum 1      1996 
Museum of Modern Art, San Francisco  
Entry, “Douglass Spark Park” in exhibition, November 

 

 
 


