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CLASS MECHANISM 

Each session will include a lecture and a discussion.  In the first few weeks, students will respond to 
historical and theoretical readings in 1-3 pp.  In the second part of the seminar, each student will 
select one architect or one project from the categories examined and present his/her critical 
appraisal in the corresponding meeting.  The final paper may be a 20-page reworking of the evalu-
ation submitted by the student, or may be an investigation of a different project/architect to be 
selected in consultation with the instructor.  Readings, responses, and active class participation are 
meant to form the basis of the seminar and ensure its liveliness.

This seminar aims to posit Islamic architecture as a design category, a process that developed over the last 
century.  Slowly emerging as a revivalist trend in the ear ly 1900s, Islamic architecture remained on the margins 
during the late colonial and ear ly nationalist periods when a more vocal modernism embodied the architec-
ture of the new nation-states.  This dominance, however, was somewhat supplanted by the historicist push of 
post-modernism, which, along with the parallel burgeoning of critical regionalism and vernacular revival, 
undergirded the evolution of Islamic architecture from the 1970s to the 1990s.  More recently, mounting 
global pressures brought historic preservation and reuse, new technologies, as well as landscape and environ-
mental design within the purview of contemporary Islamic architecture.

The seminar will first examine the historical background that led to the emergence of Islamic architecture.  It 
will then use selected projects and literature from the last 50 years as the lens through which to investigate 
how contemporary Islamic architecture, in a rather conciliator y manner, incorporates various concerns with-
in its core historicist criteria to accommodate the diverse technological, socioeconomic, and environmental 
currents affecting its evolving discourse.  Whether this process is defining an identifiable design category or 
not is the question that will inform all class inquiries.


