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Lectures and Events 
 
Fall 2011 “An Evening With…” Lecture Series  

 
 
September 19             
The Avenue of Sphinxes, Luxor, Egypt;  
Historical and Cultural Challenges in Urban Design 
 
Hala Nassar 
Associate Professor in Planning & Landscape Architecture 
Clemson University 
 
October 3             
The Work of the Aga Khan Planning and Building Services in Pakistan 
Hafiz Sherali 
Chairman, Aga Khan Planning and Building Services, Pakistan 
 
November 7 
Panoramic Urbanism: Visualizing Urban History in Istanbul 
Ipek Tureli 
Post-Doctoral Fellow, AKPIA@MIT 
 
December 5 
Bioclimatic Devices and Adaptations at Alijares Palace  
(Alhambra, 14th century) and other Nasrid Buildings 
Luis Jose Garcia Pulido 
Post-Doctoral Fellow, AKPIA@MIT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AKPIA@MIT 30th Anniversary Reunion 

 
October 1, 2011, 9:00 am to 6:00 pm in MIT 
Program & Schedule 
Also, visit our expanded AKPIA@MIT Alumni pages 
 
Thirty years have passed since the first PhD in an Islamic architecture topic was granted 
at MIT.  The honour goes to Saleh al-Hathloul (PhD, 1981), with his dissertation, 
Tradition, continuity and change in the physical environment: The Arab-Muslim city.  
Since then, more than 20 PhD dissertations and 135 SMArchS theses on Islamic 
architecture and urbanism have come out of MIT, all sponsored and supported by the 
Aga Khan Program for Islamic Architecture. 
Founded in 1979 with a generous endowment from His Highness the Aga Khan and 
housed at Harvard University and MIT, the Aga Khan program is dedicated to the study 
of Islamic architecture, urbanism, visual culture, landscape, and conservation. Today, 
AKPIA is recognized as the leader in the study of architecture in the Islamic world.  Its 
success is measured by the success of its graduates, many of whom occupy leading 
positions in the profession, in academe, and in various artistic and developmental fields 
all around the world.   
We are gathering in this AKPIA reunion at MIT to celebrate these achievements and the 
people behind them.  AKPIA is very proud of its graduates, and AKPIA is very proud of 
the role it has played in their education and in advancing their careers.   We hope to 
continue playing those roles for years to come, and we hope that we can depend on the 
expertise and generosity of our graduates to strengthen our program and further its 
mission. 
 
Nasser Rabbat 
Aga Khan Professor and Program Director, MIT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



Spring 2012 “An Evening With…” Lecture Series 
 

 
 
February 13             
Formation of Marinid Madrasas and the Ornate Archiving of Sovereignty 
Riyaz Latif 
Post-Doctoral Fellow, AKPIA@MIT 
 
March 19           
Modernity, Citizenship and Urban Space: 
Public Beaches and Swimming Pools in Early Republican Istanbul 
Sibel Bozdogan 
Visiting Lecturer, AKPIA@MIT 
 
April 2 
The Art of Mediation:  
Aesthetics and the Imagination in Islamic Ornamental Art 
Samir Mahmoud 
Post-Doctoral Fellow, AKPIA@MIT 
 
April 9 
African Identity in Post-Apartheid Public Architecture:  
White Skin, Black Masks 
Jonathan Noble 
Associate Professor, School of Architecture and Planning 
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg 
 
April 23 
Architectural Discontext 
Makram el Kadi & Ziad Jamaleddine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Courses Taught 
 
Fall 2012 
 
4.214J / 11.314J 
Water, Landscape and Urban Design 
Anne Spirn, James Wescoat  
Water affects the design of every building, site, and city in aesthetic, functional, and symbolic 
ways. This course examines issues of water-conserving design in different regions of the world, 
with a focus on the U.S. and South Asia. In addition to lectures and discussion, workshop 
participants will develop water-conserving design proposals at the site, neighborhood, and 
comparative international scales. 
This Workshop has four main aims: 
1. To provide a systematic introduction to the rapidly growing field of water-conserving urban 
design, with an emphasis on landscape innovations. 
2. To cultivate an understanding of the growing role of stormwater management in urban 
landscape design, which includes combined sewer overflows, best management practices for 
stormwater management, and strategic planning for sustainable community development. 
3. To situate urban stormwater design within an ecological perspective that encompasses 
climate, geology, soil, and plant and animal communities. 
4. To study the historical geography of design innovations in different regions of the world as a 
way to generate and evaluate design alternatives. 
Each year the workshop focuses on conceptual design of a project in the US for a particular client 
where analogies between innovative precedents in cities of South Asia help “expand the range of 
choice” among design alternatives. This year the class will continue last year’s focus on the ultra-
urban Mill Creek watershed of West Philadelphia in light of the Philadelphia Water Department’s 
landmark proposal to reduce combined sewer overflows through green infrastructure. 
 
4.217J / 11.315J 
Disaster Resilient Design 
James Wescoat  
This seminar was conceived during the period of the Haiti earthquake, BP oil spill, Indus River 
flooding, and it was revised after the 2011 tsunami in Japan. It asks how can designers and 
planners contribute to disaster resilience? 
The field of disaster-resilient design is growing, but gaps remain between the professions of 
environmental design and hazards mitigation. Few planning and design schools focus on 
hazards. Green building movements have also devoted limited emphasis to hazards 
preparedness, mitigation, and reconstruction. For example, the LEED rating system has few 
credits for natural hazards preparedness (though USGBC is committed to changing that). 
The range of environmental hazards is formidable. It encompasses rapid-onset geophysical 
events such as earthquakes, landslides, flash floods, tsunamis, and volcanic eruptions; 
technological disasters that include chemical accidents and spills; and long duration events that 
are sometimes referred to as creeping environmental problems (e.g., drought, erosion, and 
climate change). Some scholars include violent conflict and terrorism. In the wake of major 
disasters, design schools often mobilize studios to address that particular event. While well- 
intentioned, this approach has limited prospects for building deep understanding, practical 
expertise, and long-term benefits for the people and places at risk. 
 
4.614 
Religious Architecture and Islamic Cultures 
Christian Hedrick  
This course introduces the history of Islamic cultures through its architecture. Religious, 
commemorative, and educational structures are surveyed from the beginning of Islam in 7th-
century Arabia to its developing into a world religion professed by one-sixth of humanity today. 



The survey is chronological with emphasis on distinguished patrons, influential thinkers, and 
outstanding designers. Representative examples of mosques, madrasas, mausolea, etc. are 
analyzed and their architectural, urban, and stylistic characteristics are examined in conjunction 
with their historical, political, and intellectual settings. 
Visual media are used to elucidate the artistic/cultural varieties and historical developments of 
this architectural heritage. Students are encouraged to raise questions and generate debates 
during the lectures as well as the discussion sessions. The aim is to explore all possible venues 
of interpretation to better locate Islamic religious architecture within its regional, pan-Islamic, and 
universal and cross-cultural contexts. 
 
4.621 
Orientalism and Representation  
Sibel Bozdogan  
Seminar on the historiography and politics of representation with special focus on Orientalist 
traditions in architecture, art, literature, and scholarship. Critically analyzes pivotal texts, projects, 
and images that informed the cross-cultural encounters between Europe and the "Orient" from 
Antiquity to the present. Discusses how political and ideological attitudes and religious beliefs 
informed both the construction and reproduction of Western knowledge about the Islamic world 
as well as the revisionist "Oriental" self-representations. Research paper required. 
 
Spring 2012 
 
4.154 
Architecture Design Option Studio - Affordable Housing in KSA 
Makram el Kadi 
Ziad Jamaleddine 
1. Socio-Cultural Context: 
Access to adequate housing has been a central issue in socio-economic policies and urban 
governance dynamics since the creation of the modern states in the Middle East. From the utopia 
of the suburban detached houses of North America, to the slums of Mumbai, and the cities of 
living dead in Cairo, lies a range of housing “conditions” that present clear testimony of the 
complex matrix of issues and forces that come into play. 
Acute rural to urban migration, coupled with some of the world’s highest ratios of population 
growth, renders countries in the Middle East, and their governments, struggling with the rising 
challenge of access to adequate housing for the vast majority of the population. The latest events 
of uprising and unrest loosely referred to as the “Arab Spring” will definitely push this matter to the 
forefront. Reports indicate a shortage of anywhere between 4.25 to 6 million housing units in 
these countries, collectively, until 2015, with an estimated annual take-up rate of 1.25 to 1.5 
million units a year. 
Whilst it may be argued that the challenge is predominantly economic in nature, and that 
governments and countries have not been able to accommodate their citizens with respect to 
access to housing due to shortages of all kinds: shortage of land, shortage of money, shortage of 
regulation, shortage of technical building capacity; the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, one of the 
largest exporters of oil in the world, and the richest Arab country, presents a particularly 
interesting case study; specifically because it does not suffer from the shortages listed above, yet 
no more than 20% of the population own their homes. In this studio, we argue that a key hurdle 
for access to adequate housing in this context is the shortage of imagination and lack of design 
sensitivity to the needs of the end user. Golf course residential compounds, high rise modern 
apartment buildings, do not seem to be among the “adequate” housing types desired by the vast 
majority of Saudi Arabian families, the bulk of whom belong to the middle and lower middle class, 
on the income level scale.  
2. Site: 
The studio aims at investigating design typologies for adequate housing for middle and lower 
middle income Saudi families. It will take as a case study the city of Riyadh, capital of KSA, where 
the students will pick their sites after the initial workshop and site visit. The sites will re-examine 



through infill within the existing urban fabric, the conditions of affordable housing, from notions of 
privacy, to those of accessibility, constructability and ecology and from the scale of the Unit, to 
that of the urban block/tray, to that of the larger city block.  
3. Program and Typological Investigation: 
The focus will be on developing a home/dwelling rather than a house, the difference being one of 
a spatial experience that is set within the cultural backdrop of Arabian/Saudi patterns of 
domesticity. The studio will address the idea of expanded living at the collective scale in relation 
to the culture of privacy by shuffling the housing programmatic components either internally to 
create a larger public entity or externally by introducing urban amenities within the housing 
component. This notion of expansion will also be addressed at the unit scale by designing a 
flexibility that caters for the expansion and growth of the family unit. 
4. Research: 
Students will benefit from close exposure to the issues at play through presentations by officials 
from various public authorities such as the municipality of Riyadh, Ministry of Public works and 
Housing, and The King Abdallah Charitable Foundation for Cooperative Housing as well as from 
the perspective of developers, presented by Al Mutawir – studio advisor-, a private real estate 
developer with interest in affordable housing projects in KSA, and other GCC countries, and that 
have expressed interested in helping the students with their research. 
 
4.216J / 11.316J 
Landscape and Urban Heritage Conservation - Delhi Nallah Project 
James Wescoat  
This workshop introduces students to the theory and practice of urban landscape and 
environmental heritage conservation in the Indo-Islamic context. Theoretically, this field is 
charged with issues of cultural identity, environmental quality, historicism, and heritage. It entails 
multiple methods of inquiry and associated challenges of synthesis, analogy, and conservation 
design. The practice of conservation design in South Asia is entering a new phase of 
sophistication, which contributes to the theory and practice of the field internationally. Students 
will gain firsthand experience of these connections by working on a nallah (stream-sewer) 
conservation design project with the Aga Khan Trust for Culture (AKTC) in the Nizamuddin area 
of south Delhi, an area that encompasses Sufi shrines, Mughal tomb-gardens, and modern 
infrastructure projects. The larger AKTC project in Nizamuddin links cultural heritage conservation 
with environmental management and socioeconomic development. Students spend ~10 days in 
India during IAP in January 2012. We will meet leading conservation professionals, the 
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), and environmental organizations in Delhi. We take short 
trips to conservation projects across greater Delhi and to Agra for comparison with the nallah 
restoration project in Delhi. 
 
4.611 / 4.613 
Civic Architecture in Islamic History - Istanbul: From Imperial Capital to Global City 
Sibel Bozdogan  
This lecture course offers an overview of Istanbul’s urban/architectural transformations in the last 
two centuries, situating these developments within both the historical dynamics of modern Turkey 
and the broader trans-national context of the region and the world at large. In particular, four 
distinct periods will be covered, marked by important political-social-cultural shifts and the 
introduction of new urban visions, with corresponding changes in the city’s skyline, macro form, 
landscape, architecture and overall urban aesthetics: 1) late Ottoman reforms in urban 
administration, infrastructure and transportation, accompanied by the cosmopolitan architecture 
of fin de siècle Istanbul; 2) early republican transformations in the 1930s and 1940s: the master 
plan of Henri Prost and the new public spaces of secular modernity; 3) post-WWII urban 
interventions and the onset of massive migration, speculative apartment boom and squatter 
developments transforming Istanbul from a “shore city” to a “hinterland city” and 4) “branding” of 
Istanbul as a global city since the 1980s: trans-national spaces of consumption, gated 
communities and suburban sprawl. The primary objective of the course is to investigate the 
complex, hybrid and contested urban history and geography of a unique world city in the context 
of imperial, national and global politics. Lectures will be supplemented by selected readings and 



films. Course requirements include a number of short response essays and/or architectural/urban 
analysis assignments throughout the semester and a final in-class examination/content review at 
the end of the semester. Graduate students can chose to write a research paper in place of the 
final examination. 
 
4.616 
Selected Topics on Culture and Architecture - Global Perspectives on Modern Architecture 
Sibel Bozdogan  
The inherited Eurocentric biases of the historiography of modern architecture have more recently 
been dismantled in favor of recognizing the plurality, heterogeneity and difference of modern 
architectures across the globe. Recent critical theories and revisionist histories have articulated 
the need to abandon the very idea of a central, singular and canonic modernism or “a European 
master narrative” claiming distinction from what was perceived to be its lesser, derivative 
extensions in peripheral geographies (“non-western”, “Third World” or “other” modernisms to cite 
some of the terms in circulation). What is proposed instead is a “cosmopolitan modernism” –one 
that is de-centered, worldwide and heterogeneous; a global history that explores the circulation, 
translation and domestication of architectural/urban ideas and forms not just between the 
industrialized west and the countries typically grouped under the term “Third World”, but among 
different “Third World” countries themselves. 
This seminar seeks to review the growing body of recent scholarship paradigmatic of such trans-
national perspectives in the history of modern architecture –not only studies of individual 
countries like Turkey, Japan, China, India, Iran, Brazil, Mexico and Indonesia (such as Bozdogan, 
2001; Akcan, 2012; Oshima, 2009; Kuan, 2002; Lu, 2005; Prakash, 2002; Grigor, 2009; Deckker, 
2001; Carranza, 2010; and Kusno, 2000 and 2010) but also broader and comparative regional 
studies (such as Duanfang Lu ed., Third World Modernism: Architecture, Development and 
Identity, 2010; Mark Crinson, Modern Architecture and the End of Empire, 2003; J.F. Lejeune, 
Michelangelo Sabatino, eds. Modern Architecture and the Mediterranean, 2010; and Sandy 
Isenstadt and Kishwar Rizvi eds. Modern Architecture and the Middle East , 2008, as well as 
special issues of Docomomo Journal on Caribbean, Middle East and Africa). Through these 
selected works, the seminar will explore the role of architecture in the making (and continuous re-
negotiation) of modern national identities of countries outside Europe and North America, from 
their colonial/imperial beginnings in the 19th century to the building of post-colonial/ post-imperial 
nation states in the 20th century and the more recent effects of globalization and neo-liberal 
economic integration in the 21st.  
Through weekly discussion of selected texts and contexts, we will focus on how imported 
discourses of modern architecture and urbanism are contested, selectively appropriated and 
transformed in peripheral geographies, reflecting the complex internal dynamics and the specific 
national projects of these countries. The overall objective of the seminar is to critically map the 
field, identify theoretical and methodological issues common to such trans-national studies of 
modernism and discuss the ways in which they open up, contribute to or transform the history, 
theory and criticism of modern architecture. Seminar participants will be required to make class 
presentations on selected topics/texts/countries and submit a major research paper at the end of 
the semester. 
 
4.625J / 11.378J 
Water Reading Group: Water-Conserving Design 
James Wescoat  
The reading group is intended for graduate students who have a core interest in water –in 
environmental design, history, planning, engineering, and/or policy. Water poses some of the 
most challenging problems to societies around the world. It resonates with profound meanings of 
life, livelihood, beauty, death, and destruction. It is a fascinating molecule. 
Group members should have a major water project in mind or underway that requires systematic 
reading in the field, e.g., a masters thesis, doctoral dissertation, literature review, consulting 
project, or publication.  
Individual projects will vary by discipline, phase of development, and outcomes – but we will have 
a shared approach, and will gain by exchanging information on the latest research in the field. We 



will have common reading tasks, organized by scale. I will give short talks on the historical 
development of each scale of water management to complement the discussion. 
In addition, we will build upon MIT’s Rethinking Water theme to identify issues and interests 
across all five Schools. Our Water Reading Group can help shape, as well as participate, in this 
agenda. 
 
Faculty 
 
Nasser Rabbat  

 
Nasser Rabbat is on leave in 2011-12 and is spending the year as a fellow at the Radcliffe 
Institute for Advanced Study. He is writing a book tentatively title The Story of Islamic 
Architecture, and putting the final touches on two other books: L'art Islamique à la recherche 
d'une méthode historique and Al-Naqd Iltizaman (Criticism as Commitment) which should come 
out soon.   He lectured widely this last year in places from Boston to Chicago, Montreal, 
Cleveland, and Doha, Qatar on topics ranging from the Arab Spring to the history of Cairo to the 
historiography of Islamic architecture.  He also organized and chaired a panel, “The Global 
Architect in the Free Trade Age,” on the MIT 150th Anniversary event, and a symposium on the 
occasion of the 30th Anniversary Alumni Reunion of AKPIA@MIT.  He served as a discussant in 
a session on Oleg Grabar’s Contributions at MESA Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C.   His 
publications last year include ‘What’s in a Name? The New “Islamic Art” Galleries at the Met,’ 
(January 2012); “MIA and the Memory of Ibn Tulun,” in Reflections on Islamic Art, Ahdaf Soueif 
ed. (Qatar Museum Authority, 2011); “The Pedigreed Domain of Architecture: A View from the 
Cultural Margin,” in Perspecta 44; “Mosques and the Western Claim of Secularism,” in Faith in the 
City: The Mosque in the Contemporary Urban West (London: The Architecture Foundation, 2011); 
"Circling the Square: Architecture and Revolution in Cairo," Artforum (April 2011); in addition to 
several articles on the Arab Spring and the Syrian Revolution online 
on Jadaliyya.com http://www.jadaliyya.com/pages/contributors/33681 
and Le Monde Diplomatique http://www.mondiploar.com/article3400.html. Beside serving on a 
number of executive boards in 2011-12, Professor Rabbat consulted on a few projects in Qatar, 
Egypt, and Saudi Arabia. 
 
James Wescoat  

 
James Wescoat is conducting research and teaching on Water and Landscape Design in South 
Asia.  This year he co-taught short workshops on Disaster-Resilient Design in Lahore, Pakistan, 
and Minami Sanriku, Japan.   He gave lectures on water history, heritage and design in South 



Asia at the World Economic Forum in Davos, the Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural 
Heritage in New Delhi, the Freer and Sackler Galleries of Asian Art in Washington, DC, the 
University of London School of Oriental and African Studies, the Aga Khan Program for Islamic 
Architecture at Harvard, and the Annemarie Schimmel Memorial Lecture at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art.  Jim is a co-organizer and speaker on water research at the MIT Environmental 
Research Forum, and a member of the National Research Council Committee on Himalayan 
Glaciers and Climate Change.  As this update goes to press, he will be taking a group of graduate 
students to Delhi for a Water and Landscape Heritage Conservation workshop led by the Aga 
Khan Trust for Culture in the Nizamuddin area of Delhi. 
 
Visiting Faculty 
 
Sibel Bozdogan 

 

Sibel Bozdogan holds a professional degree in architecture from Middle East Technical 
University, Ankara, Turkey (1976) and a PhD from the University of Pennsylvania (1983). She 
has taught architectural history and theory courses at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (1986 - 
1991), MIT (1991 - 1999) and the GSD, Harvard University (part-time since 2000). She has also 
served as the Director of Liberal Studies at the Boston Architectural Center (2004 - 2006) and 
currently teaches in the new Graduate Architecture Program of Bilgi University in Spring 
semesters. She works on trans-national histories of modern architecture and urbanism in Europe, 
the U.S., Mediterranean, and the Middle East, with a specific focus on Turkey. She has published 
articles internationally, has co-authored a monograph on the Turkish architect Sedad Hakki 
Eldem (1987), and co-edited an interdisciplinary volume, Rethinking Modernity and National 
Identity in Turkey (1997). Her Modernism and Nation Building: Turkish Architectural Culture in the 
Early Republic (University of Washington Press, 2001) has won the 2002 Alice Davis Hitchcock 
Award of the Society of Architectural Historians and the Koprulu Book Prize of the Turkish 
Studies Association. She was one of the curators of the “Istanbul 1910-2010: City, Built 
Environment and Architectural Culture” exhibition in Istanbul Bilgi University in Fall 2010 and has 
recently completed Turkey: Modern Architectures in History, co-authored by Esra Akcan for 
Reaktion Books (2012). 
 
Makran el-Kadi 

 
Born in Beirut in 1974, Makram el Kadi received his bachelor of architecture degree from the 
American University of Beirut in 1997 and his masters of architecture from Parsons School of 
Design in 1999. After working at the offices of Fumihiko Maki in Japan, he joined Steven Holl 
Architects where for 5 years he was project architect on numerous international projects, among 



them the World Trade Center proposal with Richard Meier, Peter Eisenman and Charles 
Gwathmey, and the winning entry to the natural history museum of Los Angeles county 
competition. Mr. El Kadi taught architecture studio with Steven Holl at the Columbia University 
School of Architecture Planning and Preservation GSAPP in 2004 and 2005 and as part of L.E.FT 
at Cornell University in 2006, and currently teaches graduate studio at MIT where he serves at 
the Aga Khan visiting Lecturer. He also has a regular teaching position at Yale where was the 
Louis Kahn visiting assistant professor of architecture and has been part of the Yale faculty since 
2009. 
 
Ziad Jamaleddine 

 
Born in Beirut in 1971, Ziad Jamaleddine received his Bachelor’s degree in Architecture from the 
American University of Beirut in 1995, where he won the Areen Award for excellence in design. 
He received his Masters degree in architecture from the Graduate School of Design at Harvard 
University in 1999. Mr. Jamaleddine worked for Steven Holl Architects for 5 years where he was 
the assistant to project architect for Simmons Hall dormitory at M.I.T, (winner of the National AIA 
Design award in 2003 and the New York AIA award in 2002), and the project architect for the 
design and development of the Beirut Marina project in downtown Beirut. Mr. Jamaleddine co-
taught Vertical studio and seminar at Cornell University, Third-Year Graduate Advanced 
Architectural Design Studio at PennDesign, and Vertical Studio at the American University of 
Beirut, Lebanon. 
 
Christian Hedrick 

 
Christian is a PhD candidate and architect. He was awarded the Deutscher Akademischer 
Austausch Dienst (DAAD) Research Fellowship and will be spending the spring of 2012 at the 
Technische Universität Berlin. There he will be engaged primarily in archival research pertaining 
to his dissertation provisionally titled “German Architects and the Encounter with Egypt (1842-
1914).” His work utilizes the material generated by these architects in order to contextualize their 
experience with Egypt and Islamic architecture. His research subjects range from the 
historiography of architecture in the nineteenth century to architecture’s formal and artistic 
expressions, as well as its cultural implications both in Germany and Egypt. He spent the fall 
2011 semester as a visiting lecturer at MIT for the course Religious Architecture and Islamic 
Cultures.  
Christian received his Master of Architecture from the University of Michigan and Bachelor of Arts 
in History from John Carroll University.  
 



 

PHD Students 
 
Azra Dawood 

  
Azra Dawood is a first year PhD student. She previously graduated from AKPIA's SMArchS 
program in 2010. In the intervening year, she was the SOM Foundation's Travel and Research 
Fellow and spent the past year researching inter-War architectural and archaeological projects 
that were funded by John D. Rockefeller, Jr.  
Her research interests lie in the aesthetic and techno-scientific visualization of political change. 
Currently, she is focusing on the United States’ inter-War political engagement with Europe and 
the Near East, and the country’s use of cultural and scientific projects to position itself as a 
‘civilizational heir’ to both modern Europe and the ancient Near East. In her work, Azra explores 
the implications of such ideological and political contestations on architecture, science, and 
technology. 
Azra has previously worked as an architect in New York, Austin, and Karachi for almost ten 
years, and she has a Bachelor of Architecture from the University of Texas at Austin. 
 
Mohamad A. Chakaki  

 
Mohamad A. Chakaki is a third year PhD student, with research interests in environment-society 
relations in the Middle East. His current research explores how the pace and scale of 
urbanization in Persian Gulf states like Qatar and the UAE shape contemporary Gulf societies. 
This research focuses on the built environment of higher education, or the connections and 
disconnections between large campus projects and their urban context in cities like Doha, Abu 
Dhabi and Sharjah. It asks how the built environment influences not only higher or professional 
learning in fields like design and planning, but also social or public learning in these cities and 
societies. 
Mohamad holds a master’s degree with a focus on urban ecology and environmental design from 
Yale University, and undergraduate degrees in religion and biology from George Washington 
University. 
He is also a Senior Fellow of the Environmental Leadership Program, and a faculty member with 
the Center for Whole Communities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Christian Hedrick 

 
Christian is a PhD candidate and architect. He was awarded the Deutscher Akademischer 
Austausch Dienst (DAAD) Research Fellowship and will be spending the spring of 2012 at the 
Technische Universität Berlin. There he will be engaged primarily in archival research pertaining 
to his dissertation provisionally titled “German Architects and the Encounter with Egypt (1842-
1914).” His work utilizes the material generated by these architects in order to contextualize their 
experience with Egypt and Islamic architecture. His research subjects range from the 
historiography of architecture in the nineteenth century to architecture’s formal and artistic 
expressions, as well as its cultural implications both in Germany and Egypt. He spent the fall 
2011 semester as a visiting lecturer at MIT for the course Religious Architecture and Islamic 
Cultures.  
Christian received his Master of Architecture from the University of Michigan and Bachelor of Arts 
in History from John Carroll University.  
 
Anneka Lenssen  

 
Anneka Lenssen is a sixth-year PhD student. In December 2011, she completed an International 
Dissertation Research Fellowship from the Social Sciences Research Council, which took her to 
archival sites in Cairo, Damascus, Paris, and Rome. The remainder of the 2011-2012 academic 
year will be spent continuing work on her dissertation, “The Shape of the Support: Painting in 
Syria’s Twentieth Century,” a study of the painters, painting, and new institutional forms that 
emerged in Syria after the Second World War. Anneka also continues her service as an officer for 
AMCA (the Association for Modern and Contemporary Art of the Arab World, Iran, and Turkey) 
and is currently involved in planning the AMCA conference “The Longevity of Rupture: 1967 in Art 
and its Histories,” to be held in June at Darat al Funun in Amman, Jordan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Yavuz Sezer 

 
Yavuz has a BA degree from the History Department of BogazicHe University in Istanbul (2002). 
HE received his MA degree form the same department (2005), where he worked as a teaching 
assistant between 2003-05. His thesis was about the interest in traditional Ottoman domestic 
architecture appeared in the media of architectural historiography, theater and painting in early 
twentieth-century Turkey. 
He worked as an instructor of modern Turkish history at Koc University in Istanbul in the year 
2007-08. 
Having completed his coursework at MIT-HTC-AKPIA, he is currently working on his general 
exams: A syllabus for the class “Art and Ideas in the European Eighteenth Century” (with Dr. 
Kristel Smentek); and a written exam on “Nineteenth-Century Historiography of Architecture and 
Art” (with Prof. Mark Jarzombek). 
Another current project he is working on is an evaluation of the written account of a 1895 
Ottoman expedition in Africa (published in 1898) and its visual components. This is going to be 
his “qualifying paper”. 
His dissertation subject, agreed upon by his advisor Prof. Nasser Rabbat and himself, is  
“Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Library Movement: Architecture, Reading and Politics of 
Knowledge.” For this, he did research in the summer of 2010 and wrote a tentative paper in the 
Fall of 2010. 
His areas of interest are, social history of art, history of ideas, historiography of architecture and 
art, and history of urban planning. 
 
 
SMARCHS Students 
 
Jenine Kotob 

  
Jenine is currently pursuing a SMarchS degree in the Aga Khan Program for Islamic Architecture 
at MIT. She completed her BArch at Virginia Tech University in 2010. She currently works as an 
architectural intern at Dewberry, focusing on public and institutional projects in Boston. Jenine 
was born in Maryland, lives in Virginia, and was raised by her Palestinian mother and Egyptian 
father. Her interests lie in the fabrication of identity through the built environment, and the meeting 
of different identities in areas of conflict throughout the Islamic world. She currently sits on the 



board of directors for a new non-profit organization, The Red Truck Foundation; which, seeks to 
provide emergency care vehicles to rural areas in the developing world. During the 2012 IAP 
session, Jenine will be traveling to four Middle Eastern countries (Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan, and 
the UAE) through the Campus Admissions Arab Mentorship Program at MIT. 
 
Prassanna Raman 

 
Prassanna is interested in the intersection of architecture, urban planning, and conflict. She is 
currently writing her Master's thesis on the definition of urban resilience in Karachi. 
 
Hanna Rutkouskaya 

  
Hanna Rutkouskaya is a second year Master’s degree student in the AKPIA program at MIT. She 
is currently working on her thesis titled “Redefining Heritage in Bukhara: the Narrative of Uzbek 
National Consciousness as Envisioned by the Multiethnic Soviet State.” Based on her MIT AKPIA 
travel grant, last summer she went to Bukhara, Uzbekistan, where she examined how Bukhara’s 
historical monuments and their preservation during the Soviet time informed the present 
appearance and identity of the city. 
 
Farrah Sabouni 

  
Farrah is currently a first year in the SMArchS Aga Khan Program for Islamic Architecture at MIT. 
She is interested in integrating the future with the past in areas in the Middle East/North Africa 
Region that have a history and do not want to tear it down, but rather preserve their culture and 
traditions while still being able to compete as a modern city. Farrah is currently combining a 
curriculum centered on the history of Islamic Architecture, Urban Design + Planning, and Real 
Estate Development with her background in architecture and experience in sustainability as a 
LEED AP BD+C.  
 
 
 
 



Layla Karim Shaikley 

  
Layla Karim Shaikley holds an Bachelors of Arts from the University of California Irvine in Political 
Science, as well as a MArchI from Cal Poly. Layla’s interests include post-conflict redevelopment 
in Iraq and the design issues that surround appropriate design language in the region today.   
 
 
Summer Sutton 

 
Summer Sutton is currently a second year SMarchS AKPIA student at MIT and in 2009, she 
received a BArch from Cornell University. Her current research focuses on architectural and 
urban conservation in Fez, Morocco in the midst of a growing tourist industry. 
Summer has previously worked in the Historic Building and Preservation Unit in the Sharjah 
Municipality in the United Arab Emirates in addition to working as a Visiting Assistant Professor of 
Architecture at Texas Tech University in 2010. Since then she has lectured at numerous 
conferences and universities around the world speaking about architectural development in the 
United Arab Emirates. 
Summer is the Founder and Director of ARCH Technology, a non-profit organization aimed to 
help restore and renovate private property in areas of architectural, urban and social instability. 
 

Post-Doctoral Fellows 
 
Luis José García Pulido  

 
Luis José García Pulido (Úbeda, Spain)  has a doctorate and master’s from the University of 
Granada; his research there is titled "Archaeology and Territory.”  He also holds a masters 
degree from the University of Seville,  where his research is titled "Architecture and Cultural 



Heritage.” He is part of the research group "Laboratory of Archaeology and Architecture of the 
City" (LAAC, Hum-104, EEA, CSIC) and research associate to laboratory TRACES (Travaux et 
Recherches Archaeologiques sur les Cultures), CNRS-University of Toulouse 2-Le Mirail. He 
researches the history of Islamic Architecture, urban planning, territories and cultural landscapes, 
medieval and ancient hydraulic systems and devices, and architectural heritage documentation 
and restoration. 
His Ph.D. dissertation was a finalist for first prize at IUACC (University of Seville). His book titled 
“La dimension territorial del entorno de la Alhambra” was published in 2011 and as a result, while 
the rest of his Ph.D. research will be published next year by the Alhambra Trust. 
Beginning in March 2012 Luis will be a postdoctoral fellow in the School of Arab Studies in 
Granada (CSIC), with a grant from the Juan de la Cierva's program of the Spanish Ministry of 
Science and Innovation.  Hi research is titled “The Peri-Urban Territory of the Nasrid Cities and 
the Structures Preserved in them.” 
 
Riyaz Latif 

 
Trained as an architect in India, Riyaz Latif received his PhD in art history from the University of 
Minnesota. While in residence at AKPIA@MIT, he is working towards converting his dissertation 
into a book manuscript, tentatively titled Ornate Visions of Knowledge and Power: Formation of 
Marinid Madrasas in Maghrib al-Aqsa. Concurrently, he is preparing for publication an essay on 
the Marinid dynastic funerary precinct in the fortifications of the Chella on the outskirts of Rabat, 
Morocco. His paper on the visuality of the Great mosque of Cordoba in relation to its imagining by 
the preeminent Urdu poet, Iqbal, was published in the Annual of Urdu Studies (2011). 
Broadly, Riyaz’s research interests encompass art and architectural expressions emerging out of 
composite cultural interactions in the western Mediterranean rim, translation of visual sensibilities 
through trade and travel; and visual representation and literary practices in Islamicate and Indo-
Persian traditions.  
 
Samir Mahmoud 

 
Samir Mahmoud submitted his my dissertation in philosophical aesthetics at the Faculty of 
Divinity, the University of Cambridge. With a Bachelors degree in Anthropology (UNSW, 
Australia), a Masters in the History of Architecture & Urban Design (UNSW, Australia), and a 
Masters of Philosophy (Cambridge), his interests vary widely. He is also the recipient of several 
awards including the Zappia and Sol Encel Awards for best BA Honours thesis and performance, 
the Commissioner Hoffman and International Scholarship awards for Masters of Urban Design & 



History of Architecture, and the Commonwealth Scholarship for Masters in Philosophy at 
Cambridge. He recently held the Commonwealth PhD bursary scholarship and the Golden Web 
Foundation PhD scholarships. My interests range from Islamic mysticism (Sufism) to the history 
of art and architecture, anthropology, philosophy (Plato and Heidegger in particular), with a 
special focus on the imagination.  
Ever since 2005 he has been going on the Grand Tour to Italy, following in the footsteps of the 
English Grand Tourists of the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries visiting, living in, and writing about 
the hilltop towns and villages they visited. He hopes to publish a book about his travels through 
Italy at some point. In the meantime, he takes students on educational tours to Italy, France, and 
Spain. Last summer he was a visiting research scholar at the Tuscan Classical Academy. He 
currently teaches a course on the History of Art and Architecture at the CMC, Cambridge and at 
the 'Heritage Summers' summer program in Cambridge. He is the author of several publications 
on comparative philosophy including 'Colour and the Mystic Quest' in And Diverse are Their 
Hues: Colour In Islamic Art and Culture, edited by Sheila Blair and Jonathan Bloom, Yale 
University Press, 2011. 
 
Ipek Türeli 

 
Ipek Tureli’s research and teaching focus on visual culture, comparative urbanism, and 
architectural history. She is an Assistant Professor of Architecture at McGill University. While in 
residence at AKPIA@MIT during fall 2011, she worked toward the completion of her book 
manuscript, “Istanbul, Open City: Exhibiting Anxieties of Urban Modernity.” Previously Ipek was a 
Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in History of Art and Architecture at Brown University. She received 
her Ph.D. in Architecture at UC Berkeley. Her work was awarded the Regents Fellowship at UC 
Berkeley, and external grants by the Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies in the Fine Arts, 
and the Middle East Research Competition. Prior to her doctoral studies, she obtained her 
professional degrees in architecture from the Architectural Association in London and Istanbul 
Technical University, and has experience in architectural practice in Turkey and the UK. She 
taught architectural design studio courses at Middle East Technical University in Ankara and at 
Berkeley, and architectural and urban history and theory courses at Berkeley and Brown. She is 
the co-editor of Orienting Istanbul: Cultural Capital of Europe?, a book that explores how 
processes of creative production and exhibition are intertwined with neoliberal urban 
restructuring.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Aga Khan Documentation Center 
 
Sharon C. Smith 

 
In August 2011, Sharon C. Smith was named as Program Head for the Aga Khan Documentation 
Center at MIT Libraries.   Sharon came to MIT after nearly eight years in the Aga Khan Program 
for Islamic Architecture Documentation Center at Harvard University where she served as Visual 
Materials Cataloger and, most recently, as Visual Resources Librarian for Islamic Art and 
Architecture.  At MIT, Sharon is responsible for creating, developing, and leading a full array of 
services and programs in support of the faculty, students, and researchers of the Aga Khan 
Program for Islamic Architecture.  Located within MIT’s School of Architecture and Planning, 
AKPIA MIT is focused on Islamic architecture, urbanism, visual culture, and conservation.  
Sharon also heads ArchNet’s current Digital Library while overseeing the development and 
implementation of the Digital Library for ArchNet 2.0. 
Sharon holds a BA (summa cum laude) and MA in art history.  She received her PhD from the 
Graduate Program for History and Theory of Art and Architecture at Binghamton University. Her 
dissertation, “Planned Grandeur: 
A Commensurate Study of Urban Expansion in Early Modern Italy and Mamluk Egypt,” explored a 
similar trajectory in two different cultural milieus through an examination of the conscious 
redefinition of urban space during the late 15th century in Florence and Cairo. She continues to 
research material culture and urbanization in the cross-cultural realm of the Early Modern 
Mediterranean. 
 
Andrea Schuler 

 
Andrea serves as the Aga Khan Visual Archivist in the Aga Khan Documentation Center at MIT. 
She provides access to the Aga Khan Visual Archive for students, faculty, researchers, and 
publishers. Ongoing digitization of the archive has made available images of sites around the 
Islamic world via MIT’s digital image repository DOME (http://dome.mit.edu). In FY2011, 7,000 
new digital images were added to the online collection, and a number of images from the 
Documentation Center’s collections were contributed to the SAHARA digital image archive. 
The Aga Khan Visual Archive is a rich resource consisting of nearly 120,000 images of the 
Islamic world donated by scholars, architectural firms, and graduate students. The collection 
spans thirty years and documents significant changes in the cultural and political landscape of 
many regions, and documents many monuments, sites, and cities that one cannot find in 
published works or that have deteriorated or been destroyed.  
Andrea has a BA in history from Boston College and a MLIS from Simmons College. 
 
 
 



Administration 
 
José Luis Argüello 

 
José Luis has been working at AKPIA@MIT since October of 2000. He is responsible for administrative and 
graphics related tasks, including the AKPIA@MIT website. 
He enjoys playing the piano, and like last year, continues work on pieces by Liszt, including his Sonata, his 
characteristic pieces on the Villa d’Este and selections from the Hamonies poétiques et religieuses. 
 


