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tion is introduced only later in the derivation. He accomplishes the early inser-
tion of gender features by hypothesizing that abstract roots are already specified 
for gender when they are entered into the syntax. This move appears to be moti-
vated empirically, both by the fact that we see accommodation in speech errors, 
and also, more fundamentally, by the fact that there is agreement for morpho-
logical gender in the first place. It is also not unprecedented; for example, 
Müller (2004) assumes that gender (and even inflectional class) features of lexi-
cal items are provided to the syntax. As far as I can tell, although early access to 
gender features is taken by many analysts as a background assumption, very few 
arguments have been put forward for why it could not be otherwise. Thus it is 
worth pausing to consider how the speech error data contributes to the argument 
for early insertion of gender features, how this fits into the general architecture 
of DM, and what further predictions are made. 

! "#$%&' ($) *+,$, - . (' / $0. *1 $' 2*3($4+/ 56' 4$7+. ) +89$
 
As mentioned above, a fundamental tenet of Distributed Morphology is that syn-
tax operates on roots and bundles of morphosyntactic features, rather than on 
fully specified lexical items. This immediately raises the question of what kinds 
of features are actually available from the outset, in the input to syntax. This is 
clearly an empirical question, but a conceptually appealing null hypothesis is 
that syntax cares only about a limited set of universal syntactic and semantic 
features (person, number, animacy, etc.), and that lexically arbitrary and lan-
guage-particular morphological and phonological features (such as the pho-
nemes, the inflectional class, etc.) are available only after the specific vocabu-
lary items have been selected and inserted (-. #,/ (. %" )012)3,3. 00; Marantz 1995; 
Embick 2000, p. 188).  
 Gender agreement appears to present a challenge to this strong hypothe-
sis, since on the face of it, morphological gender is exactly the type of language-
particular and lexically arbitrary feature that would be excluded from the input 
to syntax. This naturally leads one to wonder whether it is possible to get around 
the need for early access to gender features, and preserve the hypothesis that 
lexically arbitrary information is inserted late. One possibility would be to have 
the syntax and morphology “prepare for all eventualities,” freely generating DPs 
with all different gender features attached to them, and only pronouncing the 
ones that turn out to be compatible with the intended lexical items. Concretely, 
consider the German sentence in (2): 

(2) Das Mädchen bricht einen Stock. 
 the-NEUT.SG girl break-3.SG a-MASC.SG stick(MASC) 
 ‘The girl breaks the stick.’ 

To generate this sentence without knowing the genders ahead of time, the syntax 
would need to generate 9 (=32) parallel structures, including masculine, femi-
nine, and neuter versions of each root: 
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