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	COURSE: 
	4.397  (Master of Architecture Student)

	
	

	CONTACT INFORMATION:
	

	
	

	Name: 
	Katice L. Helinski

	Address: 
	529 Beacon St. #18 Boston, MA 02215

	Phone number: 
	617-519-6947

	Email address:
	Katicel@mit.edu

	Location of studio or workspace:
	Building 5, Architecture Studio, fourth floor, take elevator in Building 7

	
	

	What other courses are you enrolled in this semester? (please list)
	Architecture Studio

	
	Design Fabrication (rapid prototyping)

	
	Professional Practice

	
	

	Do you have access to the internet for class notifications, etc?
	Yes

	Are you able to print out assignments and other material that I might ask you to download from the internet?
	Yes

	Are you able to open Microsoft word documents?
	Yes

	
	

	Do you have access to the internet for class notifications, etc?
	Yes

	
	

	Do you have a laptop you can bring to class?
	Yes, but it is a dinosaur!! 

	
	


	NAME
	Katice L. Helinski

	EMAIL ADDRESS
	Katicel@mit.edu

	
	

	Where are you from originally? Where did you grow up?
	I grew up in a small town in southwest Florida, about an hour and a half south of Tampa—a little agricultural town, inland from Sarasota.

	
	

	Where else have you studied art?
	Only in high school, though sometimes my architectural education has used projects and theory very closely related to art, such as studying film, painting, art history, and using media such as collage, painting and installations for the beginnings of a conceptual, spatial idea

	
	

	Do you have a degree in art?
	NO

	
	

	What professors have had a strong influence on you? How?
	My design studio professor from University of Florida who taught our semester in Vicenza, Italy.  We carried watercolors and sketch pads throughout Venice, Vicenza and Rome and learned how to sketch and paint as a way of seeing space in a different way.  Also, Anne Spirn of MIT, a landscape architect who has made a career as a photographer, taught a course that involved photography as a tool for understanding the landscape.  The class involved creating presentations involving poetics, light, detail and an essay of words and images, all of which were compiled on a website.  In Australia this summer I was taught by three Australian architects (Glenn Murcutt, Richard Leplastrier and Peter Stutchbury) who really influenced the way I approach architecture, but also presented a way of designing in the world that is very different than many American architects’ views.

	
	

	What other disciplines have you studied?
	Anthropology as a minor… with a grant supported summer project at the Zuni Indian Reservation in New Mexico.  This project also included a driving trip from Florida to New Mexico visiting the Chinati Foundation, Turrell’s tunnel at the art museum in Houston, Rothko Chapel, other museums, Hueco Tanks national park (an ancient desert site with vessels of water in the rocks), cliff dwellings and Chaco Canyon.  This experience, as well as my experience at the reservation had a profound effect on me, educationally and personally.

	
	

	Do you have a degree in another discipline?
	no

	
	

	Why are you studying art?
	To be honest, partially because it is required, but I have always had an interest in making things.  I especially like making books, post cards, small collages.  I have always been fascinated with product design as well, so while these are craft oriented at the moment, the type of art I could see myself making has a scale of the hand and a sort of product aspect.  I am very interested in production and distribution of pieces of art, as things that create trajectories and connections through their movement.  For this reason, I like very much the avenue of the work you showed, with the presence of pieces that can be literature that is spread about.  I have always thought of doing some kind of project that involves the distribution of a reinterpreted postcard.  Using the idea of mailing a prepackaged and sold memory of a place has intrigued me, and I think it would be fun to combine making at that scale and some kind of statement about the idea of a postcard; however, I have not yet pursued it to the degree that I have figured this statement out completely.  

	
	

	Why at MIT?
	Their interdisciplinary education in architecture is very unique, and it is an interesting challenge to be able to take classes with people of an altogether different field of work.  Here is one of the only places an architecture student can take classes within the department with people with amazing experiences and talent as professionals or academics in Art, Theory and Building Technology.  This makes for a challenging, but interesting learning environment.

	
	

	Why this particular class?
	I like the flexibility of it and the exploratory nature of it, rather than purely instructional.  It seems like an opportunity to better understand the art world without simply being instructed on how to do a particular type of work, though that would certainly be beneficial to me as well, as I have such limited artistic education.  Additionally, I like your work.

	
	

	What do you expect from this class?
	To learn more about the process of art and art in general.

	
	

	Do you have any suggestions for topics we might discuss as a group?
	These ideas about art in space and our personal relationships to space and our personal relationships to society as a whole are interesting and cross-disciplinary.

	
	

	How do you intend to use your degree?
	To practice architecture, but also design in general.  I hope to some day to work in various scales of design from furniture, graphic design, product design, and various other disciplines, possibly driven through web-based publicity, which is why I am interested in your extensive web-content related to your work.

	
	

	How do you see yourself spending the next few years?
	Completing my thesis and working as an intern in a firm somewhere else In the world from Boston.  I love to travel and will go just about anywhere I can find the opportunity to explore.

	
	

	How do you see yourself spending the next TEN years?
	Gaining experience in various cultures and architectural/design environments before settling (a bit) in one place and eventually having my own design firm and a family.

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue art as a part of another kind of career? (describe)
	I would be very happy if art became a stronger part of my creative process in architecture. 

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue a career as a fine artist, ie, to make a living selling your work? (explain)
	No, though possibly doing small graphic experiments to be distributed.  I won’t go so far as to say I would be good enough to MAKE A LIVING doing it.

	
	

	Are you expecting to teach art? (explain)
	No

	
	

	Are you expecting to work with commercial art galleries? (explain)
	Though my art background is limited, I have always liked the idea of helping set up exhibits in a gallery or museum, but not as an artist exhibited.

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue public art? To what degree? (explain)
	Not as an artist, though I am interested in public art as a part of society and the built environment.  My boss in Sarasota, an architect, was chair of the public art committee, so I was able to be a part of the logistical process of placing public art and I think architects should know more about public art, as it could have an influence on ideas about use of space and human interaction.

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue art mainly as a hobby? (explain)
	Yes, or something related to art.  I like making things, but I have never taken that to a level to truly be art, it has always been more craft-related.  Nonetheless, I might like to push that to a level of art, though still probably just for self exploration and as a way of improving my design skills, rather than actually becoming an artist for the public.

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue art mainly as one who 'appreciates' it? (explain)
	Well, this too.  I don’t think I’ll ever be an “artist,” but I hope my forays into making things will help me appreciate the works of those who are.

	
	

	Are you expecting to pursue a career in which you have to work with artists? (explain)
	I would like very much to design an exhibit space, gallery or museum, or an architectural space that was designed with the intention of having a specific art piece, the design acting in a way that benefits the artistic work.

	
	

	Have you ever participated in an art exhibition that you consider to be important?(describe)
	No, but I was a part of an architectural design exhibit/event and I liked thinking about the idea and process of exhibition.

	
	

	Have you ever put together a solo exhibition of your own work? (describe)
	No

	
	

	Have you ever collaborated with a fellow artist? (describe)
	No, in architectural design I have collaborated on projects, as you would probably expect.

	
	

	Have you ever collaborated with an institution? (describe)
	No

	
	

	Have you ever collaborated with anyone? (describe)
	Yes, but not in art.

	
	

	Have you participated in any international  

   projects? (describe)
	I was one of four winners of an “Interfaith Sacred Space” architectural design competition that was international and the works were exhibited in San Francisco and Barcelona at conferences for the sponsoring group—a multi-religious peace organization.

	
	

	What alternatine venues are you attracted to?
	I’ve never thought about this really in terms of art… I don’ quite know what it means, but I do enjoy experiencing art in the landscape, as sort of an a-typical venue.  

	
	

	What venues are you NOT attracted to?
	Not sure.

	
	

	What media are you familiar with?
	Collage, photography, painting, sketching, making small books/pamphlets (all very basic, hobby-like knowledge often used in the architectural design process)—in architectural terms, model building, simple woodworking, basic graphic design computer programs

	
	

	What media are you using presently?
	Photography, making pamphlets

	
	

	Do you use computers in your work? (describe)
	Yes, digital photos, and digital design for pamphlets, for craft/hobby work or support of architectural projects, I also draft architectural work in AutoCAD.

	
	

	Do you make objects? (describe)
	Yes, small containers, books.

	
	

	Are you against the idea of making objects? (explain)
	No, in fact I like the scale of small things and the process of making things at the scale of the hand.  I have never really had an artistic pursuit with a specific statement, but I am very interested in the way your work relates to mass production of everyday objects. 

	
	

	Are you against the idea of any particular media? (explain)
	No, I like any media that is used to stimulate thought and/or the senses.

	
	

	Do you read writings by art crtitics and theorists? (describe)
	Not really, some theorists that are not specifically art, Plato, for instance.

	
	

	Do you read writings by artists? (describe)
	Usually those who work also in architecture, James Turrell, Donald Judd, Maya Lin

	
	

	Who are the writers you find inspiring?
	Writers who bring a strong sensual element to their thoughts/ ideas, such as Italo Calvino, James Turrell. 

	
	

	Many artists learn about other fields in the process of doing their work, we seldom hear about "art for art's sake" anymore -- are there other disciplines that attract you, other disciplines you engage in your work?
	As an architect, I would say art is another discipline that influences me.  I find film is often inspiring, industrial design has always been of interest to me, as well.

	
	

	Have you ever actually collaborated with folks from other disciplines in your work?
	No

	
	

	Do you keep abreast of exhibitions and other events in the art world?
	Yes, I try to attend all of the ICA exhibits and some MFA and Mass MoCa exhibits and some local galleries, and I visit galleries or museums whenever I travel to urban centers in the US and abroad.

	
	

	What is your chief source of information?
	Internet, newspaper, posters, pamphlets, word of mouth/email at MIT.

	
	

	What do you find troubling about some of the art you see today?
	I’m not sure, my art experience is not quite good enough to make references off the top of my head.  

	
	

	Is there some kind of art that you really dislike, that you are challenging or rebelling against with your work?
	No

	
	

	What do you find inspiring about some of the art you see today?
	I find art that creates links between the viewer and other events or situations is interesting, the work that through its expression links the viewer up with something that is spatially out of reach, but becomes linked up at this point in space and time.  

	
	

	What artists do you find most exciting right now?
	I recently discovered Andrea Zittel and I am intrigued by her work because of the relationship to architecture in her work that relates to habitation and the contexts and media she chooses to work in.  I also recently visited Australia and was very inspired by the Aboriginal art.  I saw a Japanese postcard exhibition at the MFA and was inspired by it as well.  Ann Hamilton’s exhibit at Mass MOCa was very powerful as well.

	
	

	What artists have influenced you?
	Maybe not influenced, but inspired—Basquiat, Zittel, Judd, Turrell, the Aboriginal artists, Arthur Boyd (English artist who painted in Australia), at one point Maya Lin.

	
	

	Who else has had a strong influence on you, artist or not?
	Architects Carlo Scarpa, Peter Zumthor.  Writers Calvino, Gabriel Garcia Marquez.  Filmmakers Vertov, Jim Jarmush, 

	
	

	How would you describe your philosophy as an artist?

(write as much as you like!)
	This, I have not formulated yet.

	
	

	How would you describe your beliefs as an artist?

(write as much as you like!)
	Again, I have not worked personally with art enough to have real emphatic beliefs, though I will say art that is the most interesting to me either makes cultural references or speaks some way to a context it is in.  I also feel it is especially interesting when there is a way in which it makes connections in ways that are not necessarily physical.

	
	

	How would you describe your goals as an artist?

(write as much as you like!)
	I would be interested in some day taking knowledge of making to another level, which moves into the realm of art.

	
	

	What concerns are you exploring at this moment in time?

(write as much as you like!)
	In architecture I am concerned about ideas of culture and place, but another side of me is very interested in the repetition and placelessness of mass-produced objects, so reconciling the relationship between these two notions is something I am interested in.  What this means exactly, I’m not sure, but I think this can also be explored in art.

	
	

	What concerns have you explored in your work in the past?

(write as much as you like!)
	I don’t really have past artistic studies that move beyond abstract spatial and formal studies.

	
	

	What dilemmas do you feel you are facing in your work?

(write as much as you like!)
	In architecture, it is sometimes difficult to retain an exploratory beginning, that is somewhat artistic, in that it is not specifically about program or construction yet, but about other ideas that become the root of the project and carry it through as a strong design.  I think this is an important element that should be a component of the design process.  Though, the idea of uniqueness and commonality comes into play in architecture.  Intelligently designed buildings and ones that reflect an expression of an architect are important, yet if every building was as extremely expressive as Frank Gehry’s, for instance, it seems there would be over-stimulation, almost.  I think finding the balance or relationship between banality and expression in architecture is relevant to the social aspects of architecture.

	
	

	What do you see as your own particular problem areas?

(write as much as you like!)
	I am always feeling the need to push my theoretical side, or just the thought process.  I am a very intuitive designer, and I like to push myself to understand where these things are going, what they’re saying, in order to improve my ability to design in ways that are not too repetitive or routine.

	
	

	Where do you see your work headed?

(write as much as you like!)
	Maybe art simply becoming a form of exploring ideas and thoughts that I feel somewhat comfortable with using. 

	
	

	Do you have what you consider to be "long term" plans for your work?

(write as much as you like!)
	Architectural work, yes.  Any sort of beginning of artistic work I would like to become something personal, a way for me to explore… if that were to evolve into something bigger I might pursue it, but this is not a goal of mine.

	
	


