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Policy Experience
12/09 - 
United States National Security Council; Washington, D.C.
Senior Director for South Asia
•
Serve as a the senior-most South Asia advisor to the President and the National Security Advisor.

•
Develop and make recommendations on White House policy towards South Asia. 
•
Chair and represent the White House in senior U.S. government meetings regarding South Asia foreign policy.

•
Coordinate policies across various government agencies (including State, Defense, Treasury, and Commerce) to ensure a consistent U.S. policy towards South Asia and ensure that decisions by the President and the National Security Advisor are being implemented.
•
Oversee and supervise the Directorate of South Asia, including providing direction and guidance to the work of Director-level staff and managing work-loads and assignments.
6/08 – 12/09
United States National Security Council; Washington, D.C.
Director for South Asia
•
Helped develop and implement White House policy towards South Asia. 
•
Served as an advisor to the Senior Director for South Asia, and to the President and the National Security Advisor on South Asia issues.

•
Assisted the Senior Director in coordinating policies across various government agencies (including State, Defense, Treasury, and Commerce) to ensure a consistent U.S. policy towards South Asia and ensure that decisions by the President and the National Security Advisor were being implemented.
•
From July-December 2009, served as the acting Senior Director for South Asia.


Honors: Superior Honor Award and recognition from the National Security Advisor (December 2008)
9/03 – 6/08
United States Department of State; Washington, D.C.
Regional Science and Technology Officer
•
Advised the South and Central Asian Affairs Bureau in the formulation and negotiation of foreign policy in the areas of science, technology, environment, health, and non-proliferation.  

•
Served as the lead desk officer for the U.S.-India Civil Nuclear Cooperation Initiative.

•
Provided guidance to bureau and department leadership and served as the bureau and department representative in meetings and negotiations with other agencies and governments.

· Served temporarily as senior advisor to the Assistant Secretary for South and Central Asian Affairs (January – February 2008).
· Served temporarily as special assistant to the Under Secretary for Political Affairs (Sept. 2006)


Honors: Superior Honor Award (January 2007); 2006-2007 Powell Fellow (October 2006)

9/02 – 8/03
United States Senate – Office of Sen. Jay Rockefeller; Washington, D.C.
AAAS Science Fellow



•
Performed policy research and wrote briefing memos on science and technology issues.



•
Ensured consistency in the Senator’s record by advising him on floor votes, analyzing and drafting legislation, and preparing him for meetings and hearings.



•
Met with outside groups to promote the Senator’s agenda and consider all viewpoints. 

6/01 – 8/01
United States Department of Treasury; Washington, D.C.
Research Assistant


•
Prepared briefing books and background research material for use by senior Treasury officials including the Secretary and Under Secretary for International Affairs.



•
Researched and distributed information relevant to the offices of Russia and Eastern Europe.

6/01 – 8/01
United States Senate – Office of Sen. Tom Harkin; Washington, D.C.
Congressional Intern


•
Performed background research and wrote corresponding briefing memos at the Senator’s request to keep him informed on relevant issues, including energy, technology, and agriculture.



•
Obtained agricultural production data to support trade negotiations with the European Union.

Other Experience

4/02 – 9/02
Mitsubishi Chemical Corporation; Mizushima, Japan
MIT Practice School Station Director


•
Supervised and oversaw 15 students from MIT and Kyoto University working on month-long on-site industrial projects as required for their Masters Degree in Chemical Engineering Practice.



•
Interacted with company personnel and served as a liaison between the company, university, and students to ensure that all industrial, educational, and personal objectives were being met.

5/99 – 3/02
Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Cambridge, Massachusetts
Research Assistant


•
Investigated the economics and cost-effectiveness of the production of a new chemical compound by maximizing its yield during the combustion of organic fuels.



•
Worked toward maximizing potential applications and commercial uses of compound.

1/99 – 5/99
Cargill, Incorporated; Minneapolis, Minnesota
MIT Practice School Fellow

General Electric Company; Mount Vernon, Indiana



•
Determined the most efficient design and market entry strategy with expected profits of $10 M.



•
Conducted a feasibility and design study to improve oil-processing throughput by 200%.



•
Modeled wastewater treatment to reduce product waste and increase annual profits by $500,000.



•
Identified appropriate criteria to ensure plastic product quality met customer needs.

Education

1/98 – 3/02
Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering (Minor in Int’l Economics), Massachusetts Institute of Technology

1/98 – 6/99
M.S. in Chemical Engineering Practice, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

9/94 – 12/97
B.S.E. in Chemical Engineering (summa cum laude), University of Michigan

Interests/Activities


Science, current affairs, foreign policy, soccer, ultimate frisbee, reading, and flight/space exploration


Boy Scouts of America – Eagle Scout with Bronze Palm









