Thank you Dean Nagi [Naganathan?] for arranging such a splendid reception.  Having organized a few of the conferences myself, I can appreciate the enormous amount of effort Chris and her associates have invested in arranging this event.  [This becomes more important for my wife Shashi and I since being organized for a person who likes to work behind the scenes and avoids the lime light as much as possible Dad – I don’t understand what you’re trying to say in this sentence. Maybe want to reword].   Dean Nagi, we will remember this for the rest of our lives, Thank you.

As most of you know, we came to Toledo from Iowa in Dec 2000.  Our friends in Iowa were quite sad when we told them that we were moving to the University of Toledo.  However, a few days later one of our friends offered his congratulations – he had learned that the University is well established, especially the Depart of Bioengineering.  His remarks were based on a review of the website where the details of the Endowed Chair were listed.  That friend said that having an  endowed professorship means that the faculty is excellent.  Thank you, McMaster and Gardner families, for your foresight and generosity in establishing the endowed Chairmanship within a relatively young department and for helping to lay a solid foundation for the coming faculty members and students.  On behalf of the entire department of bioengineering, please allow me to convey our sincere appreciation to your respective families once more.

The mind of a researcher is like a kid.  Kids get excited when they see new things, receive gifts, get a pat on the back, etc.  Even today as  a researcher, I get immense pleasure and satisfaction from learning that my students are getting prestigious jobs, that our projects have been funded, that we have published papers in peer-recognized journals, and so on…….   McMaster and Gardner families, today’s honor is one such event that will make my family and my research team very excited proud of what we have accomplished so far.  Thank you for making us feel special.

I would like to say a few words now about the E-CORE that Dr. Ebraheim and I co-direct.  During the last year, with help from Dean Gold, we have moved to new labs in the Medical School.  In addition to my own external funding from various sources, such as the NIH and private sector, a number of other groups are pursuing funded research in the field of Orthopedics.  Most notable examples from this side of the campus are Drs Mohamed Elahinia, Mohamed Samir Hefzy, Chuck Armstrong, and Sarit Bhaduri.  Beyond this, Dr. Ebraheim, head of orthopedics, has recruited two well established scientists in the area of tissue engineering.   Thank you, Dr. Ebraheim for investing the resources.  I believe we now have critical mass and with help from the Administration, we should be able to pursue our dream of making research activities in orthopedics on this campus some of the best in the country.  Many of these successes have been possible only due to the endowed professorship.  For example, it has enabled me to personally invest more time in research.

Finally, much of the credit for today’s honor goes to my wife, Shashi.  Without her, I could never have taken the step to up root our lives and make a move to greener pastures ( I mean Toledo folks), after 18 years of happy grazing in Iowa City.  We are grateful to you all for creating an environment that has enabled us to flourish in Toledo.

Gardner and McMaster families thank you once again for your generosity and thank you all for taking time out of your busy schedules to celebrate this honor with us.       

