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A common provision of early town charters was the privilege of possessing a "gild merchant" (or hanse house). It was an 
institution which embodied the trading monopoly of a chartered city or borough. Few ordinances of such gild's survive, 
although over 100 towns had them. This document - from Southampton, dates from the 14th century, although the rules 
are from different dates - the first 11 date to period long before 1300.

1. In the first place, there shall be elected from the gild
merchant, and established, an alderman, a steward, a 
chaplain, four skevins, and an usher. And it is to be 
known that whosoever shall be alderman shall receive 
from each one entering into the gild fourpence; the 
steward, twopence; the chaplain, twopence; and the 
usher, one penny. And the gild shall meet twice a year:
that is to say, on the Sunday next after St. John the 
Baptist's day, and on the Sunday next after St. Mary's 
day.

2. And when the gild shall be sitting no one of the gild 
is to bring in any stranger, except when required by the
alderman or steward. And the alderman shall have a 
sergeant to serve before him, the steward another 
sergeant, and the chaplain shall have his clerk.

3. And when the gild shall sit, the alderman is to have,
each night, so long as the gild sits, two gallons of wine 
and two candles, and the steward the same; and the 
four skevins and the chaplain, each of them one gallon
of wine and one candle, and the usher one gallon of 
wine.

4. And when the gild shall sit, the lepers of La 
Madeleine shall have of the alms of the gild, two 
sesters (approximately eight gallons) of ale, and the 
sick of God's House and of St. Julian shall have two 
sesters of ale. And the Friars Minors shall have two 
sesters of ale and one sester of wine. And four sesters 
of ale shall be given to the poor wherever the gild shall
meet.

5. And when the gild is sitting, no one who is of the 
gild shall go outside the town for any business, without
the permission of the steward. And if any does so, let 
him be fined two shillings, and pay them.

6. And when the gild sits, and any gildsman is outside 
of the city so that he does not know when it will 
happen, he shall have a gallon of wine, if his servants 
come to get it. And if a gildsman is ill and is in the 
city, wine shall be sent to him, two loaves of bread and
a gallon of wine and a dish from the kitchen; and two 

approved men of the gild shall go to visit him and look 
after his condition.

7. And when a gildsman dies, all those who are of the 
gild and are in the city shall attend the service of the 
dead, and the gildsmen shall bear the body and bring it
to the place of burial. And whoever will not do this 
shall pay according to his oath, two pence, to be given 
to the poor. And those of the ward where the dead 
man shall be ought to find a man to watch over the 
body the night that the dead shall lie in his house. 
And so long as the service of the dead shall last, that is
to say the vigil and the mass, there ought to burn four 
candles of the gild, each candle of two pounds weight 
or more, until the body is buried. And these four 
candles shall remain in the keeping of the steward of 
the gild.

8. The steward ought to keep the rolls and treasures of 
the gild under the seal of the alderman of the gild.

9. And when a gildsman dies, his eldest son or his next
heir shall have the seat of his father, or of his uncle, if 
his father was not a gildsman, and of no other one; and
he shall give nothing for his seat. No husband can 
have a seat in the gild by right of his wife, nor demand 
a seat by right of his wife's ancestors.

19. And no one of the city of Southampton shall buy 
anything to sell again in the same city, unless he is of 
the gild merchant or of the franchise. And if anyone 
shall do so and is convicted of it, all which he has so 
bought shall be forfeited to the king; and no one shall 
be quit of custom unless he proves that he is in the gild
or in the franchise, and this from year to year.

20. And no one shall buy honey, fat, salt herrings, or 
any kind of oil, or millstones, or fresh hides, or any 
kind of fresh skins, unless he is a gildsman: nor keep a 
tavern for wine, nor sell cloth at retail, except in 
market or fair days; nor keep grain in his granary 
beyond five quarters, to sell at retail, if he is not a 
gildsman; and whoever shall do this and be convicted, 
shall forfeit all to the king.



22. If any gildsman falls into poverty and has not the 
wherewithal to live, and is not able to work or to 
provide for himself, he shall have one mark from the 
gild to relieve his condition-when the gild shall sit. No 
one of the gild nor of the franchise shall avow 
another's goods for his by which the custom of the city 
shall be injured. And if any one does so and is 
convicted, he shall lose the gild and the franchise; and 
the merchandise so avowed shall be forfeited to the 
king.

23. And no private man nor stranger shall bargain for 
or buy any kind of merchandise coming into the city 
before a burgess of the gild merchant, so long as the 
gildsman is present and wishes to bargain for and buy 
this merchandise; and if anyone does so and is 
convicted, that which he buys shall be forfeited to the 
king.

35. The common chest shall be in the house of the 
chief alderman or of the steward, and the three keys of

it shall be lodged with three discreet men of the 
aforesaid twelve sworn men, or with three of the 
skevins, who shall loyally take care of the common 
seal, and the charters and of the treasure of the town, 
and the standards, and other muniments of the town; 
and no letter shall be sealed with the common seal, 
nor any charter taken out of the common-chest but in 
the presence of six or twelve sworn men, and of the 
alderman or steward; and nobody shall sell by any kind
of measure or weight that is not sealed, under 
forfeiture of two shillings.

[items 37-62 are omitted in the TR version presented 
here]

63. No one shall go out to meet a ship bringing wine or
other merchandise coming to the town, in order to buy
anything, before the ship be arrived and come to 
anchor for unlading; and if any one does so and is 
convicted, the merchandise which he shall have 
bought shall be forfeited to the king.
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