    Augustine’s City of God provides a lens to view the turmoil, confusion and the concerns of Christians and pagans concerning the sacking of Rome.  It is apparent that the pagans blamed the Christians for the destruction of Rome and taunted the Christians.  Augustine proceeds to point out that those who were in churches avoided death and destruction which was unusual during wars.  “In this way many escaped who now complain of this Christian era, and hold Christ responsible for the disasters which their city endured.  But they do not make Christ responsible for the benefits they received.” (City of God, Book 1, 1)  Augustine argues this point with examples from Roman history to demonstrate how unusual it was to have sacred places spared from destruction.   

      Augustine discussed the age old question on why good suffer along with the evil since Christians had viewed the Roman Empire at this time as a Christian society.  “..The violence which assails good men to test them, to cleanse and purify them, effects the wicked in their condemnation, ruin and annihilation...” (City of God ,Book 1, Chapter 8) Augustine creates an image of the “nature of the sufferer” with these words “Stir a cesspit and a foul stench arises; stir a perfume and a delightful fragrance ascends. But the movement is identical.” (City of God, Book 1, chapter 8)
     Augustine also highlights some of the Christian concerns such as burial of bodies and the rape of women.  Augustine reassures the Christians that “Such things as a decent funeral and a proper burial,…are a consolation to the living rather than a help to the departed.” (City of God,  Book 1, Chapter 12) and notes the resurrection of the dead is not dependent upon proper burial.  Augustine defended women who had been raped since he wrote “….bodily chastity is not lost, when the body had been ravished without her consenting, and forced by another’s sin...” (City of God, Book 1, Chapter 18)  
       Augustine wrote about suicide and how Christians are called to reject suicide since it is the taking of a life.  “It is significant that in the sacred canonical books there can nowhere be found any injunction or permission to commit suicide either to ensure immortality of to avoid or escape any evil.”  (City of God, Book 1, Chapter 20)

    Reading the City of God provides the reader with a brief glimpse into the social, religious, and political problems created when Rome was sacked.  Dead bodies, raped women and people in despair contemplating suicide appear to be a few of the problems outlined by Augustine.
