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Introduction: This course will explore how the Church Fathers understood the meaning of ‘priest’.  The class will begin with the Father’s reflection on the priesthood of Christ; then explore aspects of the ministerial priesthood, and conclude with the Father’s understanding of the priesthood of all the baptized. Emphasis will be placed on the Patristic sources; the class will be structured as a seminar, including weekly class  discussion of the Patristics texts.  
Prerequisites: Patristics.  NB Texts which were read in Patristics (HT 501) are not included in this course.
Requirements: Class attendance; participation in weekly discussions MANDITORY  (50% of grade); 
Papers submitted biweekly (the other 50%).  
A 2-page ‘Patristic homily’ is due at the end of class.  This homily should address a contemporary audience of congregants or catechumens on some aspect of the priesthood. 
Additionally, each member of the class should be prepared to lead the discussion once during the semester. 
Academic Honesty: The seminary and the Theological Institute take the matter of cheating, plagiarism, improper use of material, failure to give credit for work cited or used in a term paper (or other assignment), and other forms of academic dishonesty very seriously, viewing them as grave offenses which call for the most serious sanctions.

The Merriam-Webster online dictionary (http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary) defines plagiarism as the act of plagiarizing, which is:
“to steal and pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one's own : use (another's production) without crediting the source, or to commit literary theft : present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source”.

In case of suspected dishonesty, the faculty member will speak to the student first. If the faculty member is unconvinced by the student’s explanation, he or she will report the incident to the  Dean of   Faculty. A Disciplinary Board may be convened by the Rector to address the issue.




Class 1. January 25 
Introduction
Class expectations and requirements. 
Presentation of ‘priesthood’ in antiquity; definition of ‘priest’ and ‘sacrifice.’ 
Assignment: 
Augustine, Exposition on Psalm 132, CoG X.1-8, 19-22, 32; De Trinitate IV.13-24; 
Short paper on what is true sacrifice
Prepare Paper #1

Class 2. February 1
Discussion, paper #1 due
Hebrews and Priesthood of Jesus Christ
Assignment:
Letter to the Hebrews 
Theodoret, Interpretation of Hebrews ch. 1-7, in Commentary on the Letters of St. Paul Vol. 2. Translated by Robert Charles Hill, Brookline, MA: Holy Cross Orthodox Press, 2001, pp 136-88.
John Chrysostom, Homily XVII on Hebrews 9:24-26.  NPNF Series 1 Vol. 14
Prepare Paper #2

Class 3. February 8
Discussion, Paper #2 due
Priesthood in Genesis
Cain and Abel; Abraham and Melchizedek
Assignment:
Genesis 4, 14
Philo of Alexandria, The Sacrifices of Cain and Abel, I(i) – VII (38)
Ambrose, On Cain and Abel, in Hexamaeron, Paradise and Cain and Abel, FC 42. Translated by 
John Savage. Washington D.C., Catholic University of America Press, 1961.
Book I. 1-7 and Book II. 5-9. 
Justin Martyr, Dialog with Trypho, xxxiii
John Chrysostom, Homilies on Genesis,  35.16-18
Augustine, CoG, XV.1-7, XVI.22
____ Response to 83 Miscellaneous  Questions LXI.1-2 (extra)
Prepare Paper #3




Class 4. February 15
Discussion, paper #3 due
Levitical Priesthood
Aaron and Levitical priesthood
Assignment:
Exodus 29, Leviticus 8 
Origen, Homilies on Leviticus Homilies 1, 4, 5
Augustine, CoG, XVII.5-6
_____Exposition of Psalm 98.10-12
Apostolic Constitutions II.xxv-xxxv
Prepare paper #4

Class 5. February 22
Discussion, paper #4 due
Ministerial priesthood maintains its unity from Jesus Christ
Apostolic succession through Peter
Matthew and John
Assignments:
Cyprian of Carthage, “Letter 51: to Cornelius” 
_____“Letter 63: to Cecil” 
_____On the Unity of the Catholic Church 
_____ “Letter 3: To Rogatian” on Deacons
Augustine, ”Letter 53”
Origen, Commentary on John’s Gospel, I.1-14
Prepare Paper #5

Class 6. March 1
Discussion; paper #5 due
Sacrifice offered by ordained priests
Assignments:
John Chrysostom, Homily 2 on Second Timothy
John Chrysostom, Homily XVII.6-10 on Hebrews 9:24-26
Ambrose, On Sacraments IV, https://archive.org/stream/fathersofthechur012918mbp#page/n329/mode/2up 
Augustine, Sermon 227
____ Homilies on John’s Gospel, 26 and 27
Prepare Paper #6

March 4 - 10, Vacation Week, No Class

Class 7. March 15
Discussion. Paper #6 due
Qualification and Selection of bishops and presbyters; ordination
Origen, Homilies on Numbers, Homily 13
Cyprian, “Letter 55 and 67”
Constitutions of the Holy Apostles II, VIII.ii-v, xxvii-xxviii
Gregory Nazianzus, Oration 2: On Flight
Gregory of Nyssa, Sermon on Baptism of the Lord
Prepare paper #7

Class 8. March 22
Discussion, paper #7 due
Priestly conduct and preaching 
Gregory the Great, Pastoral Rule, Books I – IV, ACW available at https://archive.org/stream/ancientchristian009979mbp/ancientchristian009979mbp_djvu.txt 
Augustine, “Sermon 354”
Prepare Paper #8

Class 9. March 29 
Discussion, Paper #8 due
Priestly life, Philosophy and Asceticism
Philo, On Contemplative Life
Origen, “Letter to Gregory,” ANF 9
Ambrose, Epistle XXVIII
Athanasius, Life of Anthony, ch 1- 7; 72-80
Augustine, Monastic Rule
Prepare Paper #9

Class 10. April 5
Discussion, Paper #9 due
Priestly Celibacy
1 Tim 3:2 and Titus 1:6
Origen, Commentary on Matthew, 14.22-25. ANF 9
Theodoret, Commentary on 1 Timothy,  II.1-5
17th Council of Carthage, in The Apostolic Origins of Priestly Celibacy, pp 267-8.
Gregory the Great, “Epistle to Peter Subdeacon of Sicily”. NPNF Series 2 Vol12. Epistles I.44 , pp. 88-92. 
Prepare Paper #10


Class 11. April 12
Discussion, Paper #10 due
Perils of Bad Clergy
Polycarp, Letter to Philippians
Cyprian, “Letter 1 and 65”
Ambrose, On the Duties of the Clergy 7.23-16.64; 49.249-50.267
Augustine, Sermons 355, 356, 46
Prepare Paper #11

April 19 Good Friday, No Class

Class 12. April 26
Discussion, Paper #11 due
Martyrs and priesthood of faithful
Martyrdom of Polycarp, in Early Christian Fathers, trans. Cyril Richardson (New York: Touchstone, 1996)
Passion of Perpetua
Cyprian, Letters 27 and 58
Augustine, CoG X.20-21
Prepare Paper #12

Class 13. May 3
Discussion, Paper #12 due
Priesthood of baptized
1 Peter 5 
Sacrifice offered by faithful 
Augustine, “Sermon 4,” Works of Augustine III/1. Translated by Edmund Hill. New York: New City Press, 1990.
Leo the Great, Sermon 4
Peter Chrysologus, “Sermons 108 and 109” (FOTC 17)
Prepare Paper #13

Class 14. May 10
Discussion, Paper#13 due
[bookmark: _GoBack]Homily Presentation
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