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HT 610 Seminar on Augustine: Some of His Works
Spring 2020
Dr. Ann T. Orlando
aorlando@mit.edu
http://web.mit.edu/aorlando/www/HT610Augustine/ 


Objective: To read and discuss some of the more influential of Augustine’s works not encountered in other classes at SJS.
Introduction: It is assumed that the student has already read Augustine’s Confessions and significant portions of the City of God.  Thus this seminar will focus on reading other important works from the bishop of Hippo.  While most of the classes will be devoted to a careful study of Augustine, occasionally there will be a brief investigation into the subsequent reception of Augustine by later theologians such as Anselm and Thomas Aquinas.
Prerequisites: Patristics and previous careful reading of Confessions and selections from City of God.
Requirements: Class attendance; Participation in weekly discussions MANDITORY  (50% of grade); 
Papers submitted biweekly (the other 50%).  
Group A: David C.; Linh C; Maxwell C Fr Francis; Matt L.
Group B: Doan N.; Duc P.; Engelberto S.; Francis T.
A 5-10 minute ‘Augustinian homily’ is due at the end of class.  This homily should address a contemporary audience of congregants or catechumens.  It should use some theme of interest found in our study of Augustine.
Additionally, each member of the class should be prepared to lead the discussion once during the semester. 
Academic Honesty: The seminary and the Theological Institute take the matter of cheating, plagiarism, improper use of material, failure to give credit for work cited or used in a term paper (or other assignment), and other forms of academic dishonesty very seriously, viewing them as grave offenses which call for the most serious sanctions.

The Merriam-Webster online dictionary (http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary) defines plagiarism as the act of plagiarizing, which is:
“to steal and pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one's own : use (another's production) without crediting the source, or to commit literary theft : present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source”.

In case of suspected dishonesty, the faculty member will speak to the student first. If the faculty member is unconvinced by the student’s explanation, he or she will report the incident to the  Dean of   Faculty. A Disciplinary Board may be convened by the Rector to address the issue.


Required Texts
Augustine, On Christian Teaching. Translated Edmund Hill. New York: New City Press, 1996. ISBN 978-I-56548-049-0 (pt. I v. 11, paperback)

Augustine. On the Trinity. Translated Edmund Hill. New York: New City Press, 1997. ISBN 0-911782-96-6 (pt 1, v. 5, paperback)

Augustine. Essential Sermons. Translated Edmund Hill. New York: New City Press, 2007. ISBN-13: 978-1565482760 (paperback)

Augustine. Augustine: Earlier Writings. Translated John Burleigh. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1953. ISBN 978-0664241629 

Other selected sermons, letters and other works as noted in the syllabus below, and as found on BC class website.  The BC website is listed as SJSHT610.01.  You must have access to the BC online library course reserves system. 

Works of St. Augustine series available through BC at http://pm.nlx.com.proxy.bc.edu/xtf/view?docId=augustine_iv/augustine_iv.00.xml;chunk.id=div.aug.pmpreface.1;toc.depth=2;toc.id=div.aug.pmpreface.1;hit.rank=0;brand=default 

Augustine works in Fathers of the Church Series from Catholic University also available online at BC.


Jan 17, Class 1
Introduction and Happiness
Assignment:
Possidius, Life of Augustine
Augustine, On the Happy Life, WSA I.3 New City Press
---- Sermon 104 in Essential Sermons 
---- “Letter to Macedonius” #155 (EXTRA)
Write Paper Group A


Jan 31, Class 2 
Discussion Group A Paper Due; Ann leads
Lecture: Epistemology and the Truth
Assignment:
Against the Academics, in Augustine Earlier Writings (EXTRA)
On the Usefulness of Belief, in Augustine Earlier Writings
On Lying, in FC Vol. 16, pp 51-110.
Revisions 
Sermon 117 in Essential Sermons
Write Paper Group B


Feb 7, Class 3 
Discussion Group B Paper Due; Ann leads
Lecture: Theological Method and Language
Assignment:
The Teacher, in Augustine Earlier Writings (OPTIONAL)
De Doctrina Christiana, Books I-II, WSA I.11
Sermon 187 in Essential Sermons
Write Paper Group A

Feb 14, Class 4 
Discussion Group A Paper Due; Br. Francis leads
Lecture: Reception of DDC in later theologians
Assignment:
De Doctrina Christiana, Books III-IV, WSA I.11
Sermon 179 in Essential Sermons
Write Paper Group B



Feb 21, Class 5 
Discussion Group B Paper Due; Br. Jay-Ar leads
Lecture: Introduction to De Trinitate
Augustine’s Lenten Sermons 
Assignment:
Revision 2.15, WSA I.2
De Trinitate Books I, IV, VI, VII, VIII, WSA I.5
Sermon 52 (Handout)
Sermon 212 in Essential Sermons
Write Paper Group A

Feb 28, Class 6
Discussion Group A Paper Due; Matthew leads
Lecture: Imago Dei and Augustine’s anthropology
Assignment: 
De Trinitate, Books IX, XIII, XIV, XV in WSA I.5
Sermon 207  in Essential Sermons
Write Paper Group B

March 6, no class


Mar 13, Class 7 
Discussion Group B Paper Due; Duc Pham leads
Lecture: On Prayer, Exposition on Psalms
Assignment:
Letter 130 “To Proba”
Sermon 56, 105A in Essential Sermons
Write Paper Group A

Mar 20, Class 8
Discussion Group A Paper Due; David leads
Lecture: On true religion and the moral life
Assignment:
On True Religion, in Augustine Earlier Writings
Revisions, 1.13, in WSA I.2
Sermons on 1 John WSA III.14 
Sermon 53A in Essential Sermons 
Write Paper Group B



Mar 27, Class 9
Discussion Group B Paper Due; Doan leads
Lecture: Moral life and vocations
Assignment:
The Excellence of Marriage, in WSA I.9 
Holy Virginity, in WSA I.9 (optional)
On Continence, in WSA I.9 (optional)
On Marriage and Desire, Book II in WSA I.24
Sermons 51, 355 in Essential Sermons
Write Paper Group A	

Apr 3, Class 10
Discussion Group A Paper Due; Linh leads
Lecture: Moral Life, Grace and Free Will, Pelagians
Assignment:
To Simplician, Answer to Q1 and Q2 in Augustine: Earlier Christian Writings
On Nature and Grace 1.1-60.70
The Punishment and Forgiveness of Sins and the Baptism of Little Ones Book I, 1.1-25.38
Sermon 294
Canons of Council of Orange
Sermons 115, 176, 293, 294, 323, 324 (HANDOUT)
Write Paper Group B


Apr 10  No Class


Apr 17, Class 11
Discussion Group B Paper Due; Francis leads
Christ, Church and Sacraments
Assignment:
Against the Fundamental Epistle of Mani, WSA I/19, 234-237.(Optional)
Letters 54 and 55 “To Januarius,” WSA II.1
Sermons 164, 229, 229N, 267, 272 in Essential Sermons
Sermon 272B, 46, 47, 340
Write Paper Group A	






Apr 24, Class 12
Discussion Group A Paper Due; Maxwell leads
Lecture: Law and Order, Just War, Capital Punishment 
Assignments:
Against Faustus XXII.73-79, in WSA I.20
Letter 189, “Letter to Boniface,” in WSA II.3
Letter 185, The Correction of the Donatists, in WSA II.3
Letter 153, in WSA II.2 
Letter 47, in WSA II.1
Sermon 72, 302 in Essential Sermons
Write Paper Group B


May 1, Class 13
Discussion Group B Paper Due; Ann leads
Lecture: Psalms of Ascent
Assignments:
· Remember, while no paper is due next week, a sermonette is


May 8, Class 14
Homiletic Presentations Group A and B
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