Blessed John Seminary

Modern History Syllabus
Spring 2006

Ann T. Orlando, aorlando@mit.edu
Monday 11:40 to 12:30 (plus an extra on Monday January 30 as noted below)
Wednesdays 10:40 to 11:30 and 11:40 to 12:30

Purpose:

The purpose of the course is to introduce the student to the major historical and theological developments from the 16th to the 20th Century.  Emphasis will be placed on detailed reading of the theological and spiritual writings of key theologians in this period.  The historical context will provide the background for the context of the readings.
Class Structure:

Each week will consist of two parts:

1. Reading of one-page papers and discussion by class of primary readings (Monday)

2. Lecture (Wednesday, both classes)

The one-page paper should focus on the primary source readings.  The paper should start with a one sentence thesis statement, followed by supporting arguments that answers the paper topic question.  Please bring te primary source readings to class.
Requirements:

Class attendance and active participation during discussion of primary readings is an important requirement for this class.  The specific requirements are:

· A 1-page paper is required each week. This paper must have a thesis statement followed by a discussion in support of the thesis.  The paper should focus on one aspect of the theologian being studied that week: Biblical exegesis, Christology, spirituality, sacraments, morality, or ecclesiology.  An excellent paper will be very focused using ample references to specific primary works.  The short papers will be the basis for the weekly discussions. 

· There will be two in-class exams.  Each exam will cover the most recent period.  The midterm, February 27, will cover first half of semester (closed book).  Final, May TBD, will cover second half of semester (closed book). Both midterm and final will include matching quotes to primary source authors; identification of terms and people; geography identification; brief essays.

Class Grade:
The class grade will be based on:

· 1/3 papers and discussion; 

· 1/3 midterm exam; 

· 1/3 final exam.

Texts:

Thomas Bokenkotter. A Concise History of the Catholic Church. New York: Doubleday, 


2004.
Carter Lindberg, Editor. The European Reformations Sourcebook. Malden: Blackwell, 

2000.

Francis De Sales Devout Life, Introduction to the Devout Life tran. John Ryan. New 


York: Image, 1950.

John Courtney Murray. We Hold These Truths. New York: Sheed and Ward, 1988.

Paul Hyland. The Enlightenment, A Sourcebook and Reader. London: Routledge, 2003.
Books on Reserve in Library
Thomas Bokenkotter. A Concise History of the Catholic Church. New York: Doubleday, 


2004.

Carter Lindberg, Editor. The European Reformations Sourcebook. Malden: Blackwell, 


2000.

Francis De Sales Devout Life, Introduction to the Devout Life tran. John Ryan. New 


York: Image, 1950.

Francois Viscount de Chateaubriand. The Genius of Christianity. Trans. Charles White. 


New York: Fertig, 1976. 
John Courtney Murray. We Hold These Truths. New York: Sheed and Ward, 1988.

Henry Bettenson ed 
Documents of the Christian Church Third Edition. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 1999. 275-282. 

John Tracy Ellis. Documents of American Catholic History. New York: Glazier, 1987.

Paul Hyland. The Enlightenment, A Sourcebook and Reader. London: Routledge, 2003.

Romano Guardini. The Spirit of the Liturgy. Trans. Ada Lana. New York: Crossronds,

1998.
Outline of Classes and Assignments
Week 1: 
Wednesday, January 18

Class 1: Introductions, Syllabus Review, Expectations

Class 2: Review 14th and 15th C
Assignment: Bokenkotter, Chapter 16, 17, and 18
Week 2:
Monday, January 23

Class 3: History early 16th C

Assignment: 

1. Bokenkotter, Chapter 19

2. Archbishop Albert Mainz. The Commission of Indulgences in The European 
Reformations Sourcebook. ed Carter Lindberg. Malden: Blackwell, 2000. 29-30. 

3. Martin Luther. 95 Theses, available at 
http://www.iclnet.org/pub/resources/text/wittenberg/luther/web/ninetyfive.html
4. Martin Luther. Appeal to German Nobility.  In The European Reformations 

Sourcebook. ed Carter Lindberg. Malden: Blackwell, 2000. 36-39. 
5. Peace of Augsburg available at 
http://www.uoregon.edu/~sshoemak/323/texts/augsburg.htm
Wednesday, January 25

Class 4: Martin Luther

Class 5: Martin Luther (cont.)

Assignment: 

1. Martin Luther. Babylonian Captivity of the Church.  In The European Reformations 


Sourcebook. ed Carter Lindberg. Malden: Blackwell, 2000. 36-39.

2. Martin Luther, Freedom of Christian, in Martin Luther’s Basic Theological Writings

 Ed Timothy Lull. Minneapolis: Fortress, 2005. p386-411.
3. Martin Luther. Disputation on Scholasticism in The European Reformations 
Sourcebook. ed Carter Lindberg. Malden: Blackwell, 2000. 28. 
4. Philip Melanchthon Augsburg Confession Prolog, Articles 1-5, 8, 9, 18, 20 available at 
http://www.iclnet.org/pub/resources/text/wittenberg/wittenberg-boc.html#ac
5. Short Paper on Martin Luther

Week 3: 
Monday, January 30

Class 6: Discussion on Luther

Class 7: Zwingli and Calvin (EXTRA CLASS)

Assignment:

1. Bokenkotter, Chapter 20
2. Zwingli, selections 6.9-6.14; and 6.23 in The European Reformations Sourcebook. ed 

Carter 
Lindberg. Malden: Blackwell, 2000. p. 109-114, and p121-122.
3. John Calvin. Institutes of the Christian Religion 9.7-9.8 in The European Reformations 
Sourcebook. ed Carter Lindberg. Malden: Blackwell, 2000. 173-178. 

4. An account of St. Bartholomew’s Day massacre, 10.16 in The European Reformations 


Sourcebook. ed Carter Lindberg. Malden: Blackwell, 2000 p. 197

5. Accounts of Henry IV and Edict of Nantes, 10.19-10.22 The European Reformations Sourcebook. ed Carter
Lindberg. Malden: Blackwell, 2000 pp200-203.
Wednesday, February 1

Class 8: Anabaptists and English Reformation
Class 9: History later 16th C 
Assignments

1. Schleitheim Confession of Faith 7.10 in The European Reformations Sourcebook. ed 


Carter Lindberg. Malden: Blackwell, 2000. p. 132-133.
2. Thirty Nine Article of Church of England.  12.21 in The European Reformations

 Sourcebook. ed Carter Lindberg. Malden: Blackwell, 2000. p 232-234.

3. Act of Supremacy 12.7 in The European Reformations  Sourcebook. ed Carter 


Lindberg. Malden: Blackwell, 2000. p223.
4. Short Paper on Swiss or English Reformation 
Week 4

Monday, February 6
Class 10: Discussion on Calvin
Assignments:

1. Bokenkotter, 21

Wednesday, February 8
Class 11: Jesuits, Theresa of Avila
Class 12: Trent
Assignments:
1. Ignatius Loyola Spiritual Exercises, Rules to Have True Sentiment in the Church 
available at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/loyola-spirex.html
2. Theresa of Avila. Autobiography, Theresa’s Arguments of the Chapters available at 
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/teresa/life.v.html and Chapter XII available at 
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/teresa/life.viii.xiii.html
3. Theresa of Avila. Way of Perfection, Preface – Chapter 7; pp 12-35 at 


http://www.ccel.org/ccel/teresa/way.pdf 
4. Trent Decrees on Scripture, Sacraments, Justification, Sacraments, Sermons 13.14-


13.19 in The European Reformations  Sourcebook. ed Carter Lindberg. Malden: 


Blackwell, 2000. pp 253-258.
5. Short Paper on Catholic Response
Week 5

Monday, February 13

Class 13: Discussion on Catholic Response
Assignments:

1. Bokenkotter, Chapter 30

Wednesday, February 15

Class 14: Voyages of exploration
Class 15:Missionary activities
1. Juan Gines de Sepulveda and Bartolome de las Casas. On the Indians. in The European 
Sourcebook. ed Carter Lindberg. Malden: Blackwell, 2000. 279-281. 

2. Francis Xavier Letter from India. Available at 
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1543xavier1.html
3. Chinese Rites Documents, excerpts at

 http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1715chineserites.html
4. Denis Diderot. Supplement to the Voyage of the Bougainville. in Paul Hyland. The
Enlightenment, A Sourcebook and Reader. London: Routledge, 2003. pp. 320-
327.
Week 6

Monday, February 20

NO CLASS
Wednesday, February 22

Class 16: History of 17th C
Class 17: Spirituality in France
Assignments:
1. Bokenkotter, Chapter 23.

2. Francis De Sales Devout Life, Prayer, Preface and First Part of Introduction in Introduction to the Devout Life tran. John Ryan. New York: Image, 1950. 31-79. 
3. Blaise Pascal Pensees Series III available at 
http://www.classicallibrary.org/pascal/pensees/pensees03.htm
4. Short Paper on Missionary activities or French Spirituality

Week 7

Monday, February 27

Class 18: Midterm Exam
Wednesday, March 1; Monday, March 6;  Wednesday, March 8
NO CLASS
Week 8

Monday, March 13

Class 19: Church, Science and Enlightenment
Assignment:
1. Bokenkotter, Chapter 22
2. Robert Bellarmine Letter on Galileo available at 
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1615bellarmine-letter.html
3. Isaac Newton. Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy. in  Paul Hyland. The 


Enlightenment, A Sourcebook and Reader. London: Routledge, 2003. p 38-39.
4. Voltaire Lisbon Earthquake. In Paul Hyland. The

 Enlightenment, A Sourcebook and Reader. London: Routledge, 2003. p 77-82.

5. Edward Gibbon, Decline and Fall of Roman Empire. in Paul Hyland. The

 Enlightenment, A Sourcebook and Reader. London: Routledge, 2003. p 201-208.
6. Charles Darwin. Origin of Species. At 

http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~wldciv/world_civ_reader/world_civ_reader_2/darwin.html
8. Mark Kalthoff, “A Different Voice from the Eve of Origin, Reconsidering John Henry 


Newman on Christianity, Science, and Intelligent Design”. PSCF 53 (March 


2001) available at http://www.asa3.org/ASA/PSCF/2001/PSCF3-01Kalthoff.html
7. Immanuel Kant. What is Enlightenment? In Paul Hyland. The Enlightenment, A 


Sourcebook and Reader. London: Routledge, 2003. pp54-58.
Wednesday, March 15

Class 20: History of 18th C
Class 21: Enlightened Revolutions: American and French Revolution
Assignment:
1. Bokenkotter, Chapters 24

2. John Locke A Letter Concerning Toleration available at 
http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/etcbin/toccer-
reldem?id=LocTole.xml&images=images/modeng&data=/texts/english/modeng/p
arsed&tag=public&part=all
3. John Locke Two Treatises of Government in Paul Hyland. The

 Enlightenment, A Sourcebook and Reader. London: Routledge, 2003. 153-161.
4. Thomas Jefferson Letter to Danbury Baptist Association available at 
http://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/9806/danpre.html
5. John Adams. Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Preamble and Part I

 Available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/const.htm
6. Civil Constitution of Clergy available at http://history.hanover.edu/texts/civilcon.htm
6. St Just Republican Institute available at http://history.hanover.edu/texts/stjust.html
7. Short Paper on Enlightenment
Week 9

Monday, March 20

Class 22: Class Discussion
Assignment:

1. Botenkotter, Chapter 25 and 26
Wednesday, March 22

Class 23: History of 19th C
Class 24: Catholic Reaction to French Revolution and Pius IX; 
Assignments:

1. Francois Viscount de Chateaubriand Genius of Christianity, Book I, pp 43-70.
2. Pope Pius IX, Syllabus of Errors, available at

http://www.ewtn.com/library/PAPALDOC/P9SYLL.HTM
3. Short Paper on early 19th C
Week 10

Monday, March 27

Class 25: Class discussion
Assignment:
1. Bokenkotter, Chapter 27

Wednesday, March 29

Class 26: Vatican I
Class 27: Leo XIII, John Cardinal Newman
Assignments:
1. Bokenkotter, Chapter 28

2. First Vatican Council, First Dogmatic Constitution on Church of Christ, available at


http://www.ewtn.com/library/COUNCILS/V1.HTM
3. Leo XIII, Rerum Novarum,

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/leo_xiii/encyclicals/documents/hf_l-xiii_enc_15051891_rerum-novarum_en.html
4. Short paper on second half 19th C
Week 11

Monday, April 3

Class 28: Class Discussion
Assignment:

Bokenkotter, Chapter 29, 32

Wednesday, April 5

Class 29: History of 20th C
Class 30: Catholicism in early 20th C; Modernist Controversy
1. Bokenkotter, Chapter 33

2. Pius XI, Quadragesimo Anno, available at  

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/pius_xi/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-                                                  xi_enc_19310515_quadragesimo-anno_en.html 
3. Pius X Encyclical Against Modernism, available at 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/pius_x/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-x_enc_19070908_pascendi-dominici-gregis_en.html
4. Romano Guardini. The Spirit of the Liturgy. Trans. Ada Lana. New York: Crossroads,

 1998. p 17-42.
5. Short paper on early 20th C
Week 12

Monday, April 10

Class 31: Class discussion
Assignment
1. Bokenkotter, Chapter 33, 34

Wednesday, April 12

Class 32: Vatican II
Class 33: After VII
1. Bokenkotter, Chapter 35
2. Gaudium et Spes

3. Paul VI, Humanae Vitae available at 
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_25071968_humanae-vitae_en.html

4. Write short paper
Monday, April 17

NO CLASS
Wednesday, April 19

NO CLASS
Week 13

Monday, April 24

Class 34: Class discussion
Assignment
1. Bokenkotter, Chapter 31

Wednesday, April 26

Class 35: Catholic Church in America, 17th,  18th and 19th C
Class 36: Catholic Church in American, 20th  C
Assignment:
1. John Tracy Ellis. Documents of American Catholic History. New York: Glazier, 1987. 


Selections 29-31 (p110-114); 80-81 (p263-267) 118 (p. 405-408), 139 (p. 499-


511)
2. John Courtney Murray. We Hold These Truths. New York: Sheed and Ward, 1988. 

Chapters 1-3 (p.27-96).
3. Paper on American Catholicism

Week 14

Monday, May 1
Class 37: Discussion
Final Exam: TBD
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