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I finished grading your final exams today, and I will bring them to BJS today.  I was very impressed with how you did; the quality of your essays was especially good.  Also, almost everyone did better on the final than on the midterm.
At the end of your essay, you will find your exam final score, your paper/participation score for the 2nd half of class; total points you earned in class;  and your letter grade for the class.  Hopefully this memo will give you a context for your scores/grades.

This report to you is broken into three pieces: 
· information on paper and participation score; 
· information on final score; 
· total points for class

· assigned grade.  
Paper and Participation (Total 50 points)

Scores ranged from 58 to 42
Average = 48/50


The answer as to how there can be score higher than the max of 50 is because (1)  the extra credit papers, and  (2) I am a softy on participation.  For participation, as long as someone said something, anything, in each class they got full credit of 20 points.  Further, I gave extra points to those who made particularly insightful comments or asked insightful questions or volunteered to read.


For almost everyone, the paper and participation scores mirrored the final scores (see below). 

Final Score (Total 100 points)

Scores ranged from 100 to 73
Average = 93/100


I read each essay twice.  I also scored questions together.  On a few papers you will notice that your scores went up a few points.  This is because after I read all the essays with my initial scoring, I went back and re-read them and tried to make sure I was being fair in taking points off.  Note: no one lost points the second time round.  

Total Points for Class
Scores ranged from 317 to 202 (out of 300)
Average = 276

So the highly complex mathematics here is the sum of what you scored on the midterm (exam plus paper and participation) plus final (exam plus paper and participation).
Midterm Letter Grade

Total scores ranged from 317 to 202 (max of 300) See above

The letter grade was computed by appropriately binning the numerical data.  See the table below. 

	Total Points
Max = 300
	Grade
	Number in Class Achieving

	317-300
	A+
	6

	299-280
	A
	4

	279-270
	A-
	3

	250-240
	B
	2

	220-202
	C
	2


If you have any question on the methodology, give me a call 617-225-9195 or send me an email.

