Report on Midterm Scores
12 March 2006
Ann T. Orlando


I finished grading your midterm exams today, and I will hand them back on Monday.  I was, in general, quite pleased with how you all did.  
I do not want to spend a lot of time on Monday going over the statistics, so please read this memo if that’s what you are interested in.  At the end of your essay, you will find your exam score, your paper/participation score and your letter grade.  Hopefully this memo will give you a context for your scores/grades.

This report to you is broken into three pieces: 
· information on Paper and Participation score; 
· information on midterm score; 
· assigned grade.  
Note that I am giving you lots of information and insight into how the grade was computed so that you can adjust, if need be, your participation in class, which is where several of you lost points.  

Paper and Participation (Total 50 points)

Scores ranged from 62 to 12

Average = 45/50


You may well ask, if I have really been so stingy with points on papers, how could anyone possible score a 50 (or even higher).  The answer is that where I am hard on papers, I am a softy on participation.  For participation, as long as someone said something, anything, in each class they got full credit of 20 points.  Further, I gave extra points to those who made particularly insightful comments or asked insightful questions or volunteered to read.


For almost everyone, the paper and participation scores mirrored the midterm scores (see below). 

Midterm Score (Total 100 points)

Scores ranged from 100 to 55

Average = 88/100


I read each essay twice.  I also scored questions together.  On a few papers you will notice that your scores went up a few points.  This is because after I read all the essays with my initial scoring, I went back and re-read them and tried to make sure I was being fair in taking points off.  Note: no one lost points the second time round.  

In reviewing the scores of both the objective and essay parts, I did find places where I should have taken off points but did not.  Actually there were more places that I should have deducted points than where I decided to add points.  The moral of this story is: please do not come begging for a few points here and there, if you make me look at your exam again, chances are you will lose, not gain points.

Also, please do not ask me what the letter grade is for your midterm.  I did not calculate that, nor do I intend to do so.  I can tell you that with one exception, the midterm scores and the letter scores correlate perfectly.

Midterm Letter Grade

Total scores ranged from 160 to 92 (max of 150)

Average = 133

The letter grade was computed by adding the paper/participation score and the midterm score, then binning the data to get a letter grade.  Here’s how things binned, with the numbers in each letter grade shown: 

	Total Points
Max = 150
	Grade
	Number in Class Achieving

	150-160
	A+
	5

	140-149
	A
	4

	135-139
	A-
	4

	130-134
	B+
	0

	120-129
	B
	1

	100-96
	C
	1

	95-90
	C-
	1



This is exactly how I intend to assign a final letter grade at the end of the semester. 


If you have questions about this methodology, please email me.  As I stated above, I do not want to spend class time talking about score and grade statistics.

