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Patristics Syllabus HT 501
Fall 2019
Dr. Ann T. Orlando, aorlando@mit.edu, 617-309-9803
Class Web Site:  http://web.mit.edu/aorlando/www/Patristics/
Purpose:


The purpose of this course is to introduce the student to some of the most important early Christian theologians.  Emphasis will be placed on detailed reading of the theological and spiritual writings of a few Fathers, supplemented by shorter works from others.  The historical context of the period will be discussed as background for the Patristic literature.
Class Structure:


The course is divided into two historical periods: the Church during the time of martyrdom (c. 60 to 312 A.D.); and the Church during the time of Constantine and his successors (312 to 650 A.D.)  The historical circumstance of each period will be introduced.  Following this historical introduction, a primary theologian will be the focus of lecture and class discussion each week, requiring careful reading of a few key works.  In addition, appropriate secondary source material will be suggested reading each week, including one recent scholarly paper on the theologian and selected paragraphs from the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) which illustrate how his work has been incorporated into the Tradition.  Finally, the student will be required to read from Pope Benedict XVI General Audience series on the Church Fathers.
The student is expected to demonstrate an understanding of the primary works by weekly class discussions and submission of a weekly 2-page paper.  These papers should be submitted on the Tuesday class in which the theologian is discussed.  (See detailed outline below.)

Although web resources can be extremely helpful, beware of information on the web.  Make sure that reliable, scholarly websites are used.  Also while many Patristic texts are found in translation on the web, these translations are usually old and/or poor quality.  Please use the translations indicated in the syllabus.


PowerPoint slides will be posted on the class website by noon the day before class.

Course Requirements:


Class attendance and active participation during discussion of primary readings is an important requirement for this class.  The specific requirements are:

· A 2-page paper is required each week. This paper must have a thesis statement followed by a discussion in support of the thesis.  The paper should focus on one aspect of the primary source being studied that week; sample themes include: Biblical exegesis, Christology, spirituality, sacraments, morality, or ecclesiology.  An excellent paper will be very focused on one theme, using ample references to specific primary sources in support of the theme.  The short papers will be the basis for the weekly discussions. 

· There will be two in-class quizzes covering each of the historical periods.
The class grade will be based on:

· 1/3 short papers and class participation; 
· 1/3 each of the two quizzes

N.B.  Early in the semester please share with me any concerns regarding learning disabilities (LD) or English as a second language (ESL), as well as your preferences regarding learning styles and instructional techniques helpful to you in previous courses.
The Seminary and the Theological Institute take the matter of cheating, plagiarism, improper use of material, failure to give credit for work cited or used in a term paper (or other assignment), and other forms of academic dishonesty very seriously, viewing them as grave oﬀenses which call for the most serious sanctions.  The Merriam-Webster online dictionary (http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary) defines plagiarism as the act of plagiarizing, which is:
“to steal and pass oﬀ (the ideas or words of another) as  one’s own : use (another’s production) without crediting the source, or to commit literary theft : present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source”.
In case of suspected dishonesty, the faculty member will speak to the student first. If the faculty member is unconvinced by the student’s explanation, he or she will report the incident to the Dean of Faculty. A Disciplinary Board may be convened by the Rector to address the issue.
Class Texts:
Augustine. Confessions. Translated by Henry Chadwick. Oxford: Oxford University

Press, 1992.
ISBN 0-19-281774-4
Chrysostom, John On Wealth and Poverty. Translated by Catherine Roth. New York:

St.Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1999.

ISBN 0-800-204-2665
Hardy, Edward. ed. Christology of the Later Fathers. Philadelphia: Warminster Press,

1954.

ISBN 0664241522
Irenaeus. Irenaeus of Lyons. Translated by Robert Grant. London: Routledge, 1997. 


ISBN 0-415-11838-7

Origen. An Exhortation to Martyrdom, Prayer, and Selected Works. Translated Rowan
Greer. New York: Paulist Press, 1979.
ISBN 0-8091-2198-0
Richardson, Cyril eds. Early Christian Fathers. New York: Touchstone, 1996. 

ISBN 0-684-82951-7
Catechism of the Catholic Church
Outline of Classes and Assignments
Class 1: Tuesday, September 3
Introduction to HT501; historical background c 60 A.D. to 312 A.D.
Primary Reading:

· Clement, First Letter to Corinthians in Richardson, p. 43-73.
Secondary Works: 
· Benedict XVI, General Audience March 7, 2007, Clement of Rome, available at 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20070307_en.html

Class 2: Thursday, September 5  
Early Judaism; early Jewish-Christian interactions; introduction to the Didache
Primary Readings:

· The Didache, in Richardson, p. 171-179. 
· Josephus, Antiquities of Jews13.5.9; and 18.5.2, and War 6.4.1-8
Secondary Readings:

· CCC: 1-17 (Introduction to Catechism)
Write short paper on either Didache or Clement’s First Letter

Class 3: Tuesday, September 10
Discussion of Didache and Clement’s Letter
Roman Empire background; history of Roman Empire 100-312
Primary Reading:

· Letters between Pliny and Trajan;  found at

http://www.kchanson.com/ANCDOCS/latin/pliny.html
Class 4: Thursday, September 12
Ignatius of Antioch, Church order; docetism 

Primary Reading:

· Ignatius all Letters; in Richardson, p.87-120.
Secondary Reading:

· CCC 2471-2474 (Bear Witness to the Truth), 857-896 (The Church is Apostolic), 494-498 (Mary)
· Benedict XVI, General Audience March 14, 2007, Ignatius of Antioch, available at 
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20070314_en.html

Write short paper on Ignatius of Antioch
Class 5: Tuesday, September 17
Class Discussion on Ignatius; Short Paper Due
Introduction to Irenaeus; 
Primary Reading: 
· Justin Martyr First Apology, in Richardson p. 242-289.
Secondary Reading: 
· Benedict XVI, General Audience March 21, 2007, Justin Martyr, available at

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20070321_en.html

Class 6: Thursday September 19
Irenaeus of Lyons; Marcion, Gnostics
Primary Reading: 
· Irenaeus Against Heresies Books I – V; p. 59-186.
Secondary Reading:

· CCC 51-53 (God’s Plan); 279-324 (Creation); 516-518 (Recapitulation)
· Benedict XVI, General Audience, March 28, 2007, Irenaeus of Lyons, available at 
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20070328_en.html

Write short paper on Irenaeus

Class 7: Tuesday, September 24
Class Discussion on Irenaeus; Short Paper Due
Introduction to Tertullian
Primary Reading:

· Tertullian. Letter to His Wife, in ANF Vol 4 Tertullian Translated by Holmes.
Peabody: Hendrickson, 1995. pp 39-49.
· Tertullian, On the Prescription Against Heretics LCC Vol.V Early Latin Theology

Translated by S. L. Greenslade. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1956. pp31-64.
Secondary Work: 
· Benedict XVI, General Audience, May 30, 2007, Tertullian, available at

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20070530_en.html
Class 8: Thursday, September 26
Tertullian; African Church after Tertullian, Decian Persecutions, Cyprian, re-Baptism Controversy
Primary Reading:

· Tertullian. On Baptism, ANF Vol 3 Tertullian Translated by Thelwall. Peabody: 
Hendrickson, 1995. pp. 669-679. also available at http://www.tertullian.org/anf/anf03/anf03-49.htm#P11466_3245563
· Tertullian: Disciplinary Moral and Ascetical Works FC Vol. 40 “On Prayer,” 157-188, and “To the Martyrs,” 17-29; 
Secondary Works:

· CCC 142 (Marriage), 1212-1246, 1256 (On Baptism)
· Benedict XVI, General Audience, June 6, 2007, Cyprian, available at http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20070606_en.html
Write short paper on Tertullian

Class 9: Tuesday, October 1
Class Discussion on Tertullian; Short Paper Due 
Introduction to Origen and Alexandrian Schools

Primary Reading:

· Origen On Prayer 81-170; 

Secondary Work: 

· Benedict XVI, General Audience, April 18, 2007, Clement of Alexandria, 
available at http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20070418_en.html
Class 10: Thursday, October 3
Origen; Antiochene and Alexandrian Scriptural Interpretation

Primary Reading:

· Origen On First Principles 171-216; Commentary on Song of Songs 217-244

Secondary Reading:

· CCC 101-119 (Scripture)

· Benedict XVI, General Audience, April 25, 2007, Origen of Alexandria Life and Work, available at http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20070425_en.html
· Benedict XVI, General Audience, May 2, 2007, Origen of Alexandria, The Thought, available at http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20070502_en.html
Write short paper on Origen

Class 11: Tuesday, October 8
Class Discussion on Origen; Short Paper Due

Early liturgies

Primary Reading:

· Hippolytus, Apostolic Tradition
Assignment:

Write paper on liturgies and prayer

Class 12: Thursday, October 10
Discussion of liturgies and short paper due
Conclusion of first part; quiz review

Class 13: Tuesday, October 15
Quiz 1 (100 – 284 AD); 
Class 14: Thursday, October 17
Introduction to Constantine and his successors

Athanasius, Arianism and Nicaea,

Primary Reading:

· Eusebius Life of Constantine, available at 

http://www.ccel.org/fathers2/NPNF2-01/Npnf2-01-27.htm
· Athanasius On the Incarnation of the Word. p 55-110. in Edward Hardy editor Christology of the Later Fathers. Philadelphia: Warminster Press, 1954
Secondary Reading:

· Benedict XVI, General Audience, June 13, 2007, Eusebius of Caesarea, available at

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20070613_en.html
· CCC 456-463 (The Word Became Flesh)

· Benedict XVI, General Audience June 20, 2007, Athanasius of Alexandria,
available at http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20070620_en.html
Write short paper on Athanasius
Class 15: Tuesday, October 22
Class Discussion on Athanasius, Short Paper Due

Introduction to Cappadocians

Primary Reading: 

· Basil “Homily 1: Creation of the Heavens and the Earth” p 3- 19 and “Homily 10:
 A Psalm on the Lot of the Just Man on Psalm 1” p. 151- 164 in FC vol. 46
Saint Basil Exegetic Homilies.  Translated by Sr. Agnes Clare Way. Washington :Catholic University of America Press, 1963.;  
Secondary Work: 

· Benedict XVI, General Audience July 4, 2007, Basil, available at
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20070704_en.html
· Benedict XVI, General Audience August 1, 2007, Basil, available at

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20070801_en.html
Class 16: Thursday, October 24
Gregory of Nyssa, Gregory Nazianzus,

Primary Reading: 

· Gregory of Nyssa Commentary on Song of Songs. translated by Casimir
McCambley. Brookline: Hellenic Press, 1987; 35-56 (Prolog and First Homily).
· Gregory of Nazianzus Theological Orations 1, 4, and 5 p128-135, 177-214 in

Edward Hardy editor Christology of the Later Fathers. Philadelphia: Warminster Press, 1954. 

Secondary Reading:

· Benedict XVI, General Audience 8 August 2007 and 22 August 2007, Gregory Nazianzus (1) and (2), available at 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20070808_en.html and http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20070822_en.html 
· Benedict XVI, General Audience August 22, 2007, Gregory Nazianzus, available at

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20070822_en.html
· Benedict XVI, General Audience 29 August 2008 and 5 September 2008, Gregory of Nyssa (1) and (2), http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20070829_en.html and http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20070905_en.html 
· Benedict XVI, General Audience, Ambrose of Milan, 24 October 2007, http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20071024_en.html 

· CCC 2670-2685 (Holy Spirit and Prayer)

Write short paper on Cappadocians

Class 17: Tuesday, October 30
Class Discussion on Cappadocians, Short Paper Due

Introduction to John Chrysostom

Primary Reading:

· John Chrysostom. “Homily on Eutropius 1 and 2” Translated by Stephens NPNF

Series 1 Vol. 9 Peabody: Hendrickson, 1995. 249-265.

Class 18: Thursday, October 31
John Chrysostom

Primary Reading:

· John Chrysostom, “First Sermon on Lazarus and the Rich Man” and “ Second
 Sermon on Lazarus and the Rich man,” pp19-55  St. John Chrysostom On
 Wealth and Poverty. Translated by Catherine Roth. New York: St. Vladimir’s 
Seminary Press, 1999.

· John Chrysostom. On the Priesthood;  Translated by Graham Neville. New York:

St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, pp37-79.
Secondary Reading

· Benedict XVI, General Audience, “John Chrysostom (1)” 19 September 2007, available at http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20070919_en.html 
· Benedict XVI, General Audience, “John Chrysostom (2)” 26 September 2007, available at http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20070926_en.html 

· CCC 2443-2448 (Love of the Poor)

Write short Paper on Chrysostom
Class 19: Tuesday, November 5
John Chrysostom discussion, short paper due
Introduction Christological Controversies and Councils of 5th C; Barbarian Invasions in West (430 – 650)

Primary Reading:

· “Dogmatic Letters of Nestorius and Cyril of Alexandria,” in Hardy, Edward. ed. Christology of the Later Fathers. Philadelphia: Warminster Press, 1954. Pp 346-354.

· Leo the Great. “Letter to Flavian” (Leo’s Tome) in Hardy, Edward. ed. Christology
 of the Later Fathers. Philadelphia: Warminster Press, 1954. pp 359-370.
· Leo the Great. Letter XXXI (pp 44-46) and Sermons I (p. 115), II (p. 115-116), III
 (p.116-118), IX (p. 118-120), X (p120-121) Translated by Feltoe. Peabody:
 NPNF Series 2 Vol. 12 Hendrickson, 1995.
Secondary Reading:

· Benedict XVI, General Audiences, Pope St. Leo the Great, 8 June 2008, http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2008/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20080305_en.html 
·  CCC 464 – 478 (Jesus Christ, True God and True Man)

Class 20: Thursday, November 7
Benedict and Irish Monasticism, Introduction to Gregory the Great

Rise of Islam and Later Christological Controversies
Secondary Works:   

· Benedict XVI, General Audiences, Pope St. Gregory the Great, 28 May 2008 and 4 June 2008, http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2008/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20080528_en.html and http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2008/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20080604_en.html
· CCC 931-933 (Consecrated Life and Mission)
Class 21: Tuesday, November 12
Discuss Christology, Papers due

Quiz 2 Review

Class 22: Thursday, November 14

Quiz 2

Class 23: Tuesday, November 19

Introduction to Augustine
Primary Reading:

· Augustine Confessions Read All

Secondary Work: 

· Benedict XVI, General Audiences, Augustine of Hippo (1), 9 January 2008. http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2008/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20080109_en.html 
· Henry Chadwick, “Augustine,” in Early Christian Literature ed.

 Young et al (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004) 328-341.
Class 24: Thursday, November 29
After Confessions: Pelagianism, Council of Orange

Augustine on Scripture, Trinity and Sacraments

Tuesday, November 26
No Class
Thursday, November 28 Thanksgiving, No Class
Class 25: Tuesday, December 3
Discuss Books I-IV, Paper Due
Primary Reading:

Secondary Reading

· Benedict XVI, General Audiences, Augustine of Hippo (2), 16 January 2008, http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2008/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20080116_en.html 

· CCC 302-314, 385 (Providence and Evil), 2534-2550 (Disordered Loves)

Class 26: Thursday, December 5
Discuss Books V-VIII, Paper Due
Secondary Reading

Benedict XVI, General Audiences, Augustine of Hippo (3), 30 January 2008, http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2008/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20080130_en.html
Class 27: Tuesday, December 10
Discuss Books IX-X; Paper Due
Secondary Reading

Benedict XVI, General Audiences, Augustine of Hippo (4) 20 February 2008 http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2008/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20080220_en.html and 

Class 28: Thursday, December 12
Discuss Books XI-XIII, Paper Due

Secondary Reading

Benedict XVI, General Audiences, Augustine of Hippo (5), 27 February 2008, http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2008/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20080227_en.html
No Final

 Bibliography
Series of Patristic Literature

J.P. Migne Patrologia Graeca (PG or MG)
                  Patrologia Latina (PL or ML)

Corpus Christianorum Series Latina (CCSL)


Clavis Patrum Latinorum (CPL) an index to all works that will be published in

CCSL

Corpus Christianorum Series Graeca (CCSG)


Clavis Patrum Graecorum (CPG) an index to all works that will be published in

CCSG
Ancient Christian Writers (ACW), Newman Press 
Classics of Western Spirituality, Classics of Western Spirituality 

Fathers of the Church (FC), Catholic University Press
Library of Christian Classics  (LCC)
Loeb Classical Library (LCL), Harvard University Press
Ante Nicene Fathers (ANF), Hendrickson Publishing; also available on-line
Nicene and Post Nicene Fathers (NPNF), Hendrickson Publishing; also available on-line

Series 1 Augustine and Chrysostom


Series 2 others

Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture. General Editor Thomas Oden. InterVarsity

Press. Series not yet complete.
Works of Saint Augustine. New City Press
Some Important Journals

Journal of Early Christian Studies
Studia Patristica
Theological Studies

Journal of Ecclesiastical History

Vigiliae Christianae

Second Century

Greek Orthodox Theological Review

St. Vladimir’s Theological Quarterly

Augustinian Studies

Harvard Theological Review

Journal of Religious Ethics
Catholic Biblical Quarterly

Journal of Biblical Literature

New Testament Abstracts
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