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Church History (100 – 1453) 
Saint John Seminary
Fall 2018; Tues. 1:15-2:30 and Thurs. 1:15-2:30 
Dr. Ann T. Orlando, 617-309-9803, aorlando@mit.edu 

Purpose: Broad history of Roman Catholic Church
	The purpose of this course is to introduce the student to some of the most important Christian theologians in their historical context.  Emphasis will be placed on detailed reading of the theological and spiritual writings of a few Christian theologians, supplemented by shorter works from others, to give the student an understanding of some of the historical developments of the Magisterium.   Students will also acquire an understanding of the contemporary, universal application of earlier doctrinal developments.

Course Objectives Upon completion of this course, the student will be able:
· To identify and explain key sources of the Christian faith and teachings of the Catholic Church,
· To recognize the historical roots and the global dimension to priestly ministry in contemporary society.

Class Structure
The first course covers the period from approximately 100 to 1400 AD.  Lectures will include discussion of historical, philosophical, doctrinal and spiritual developments.  This course is divided into four parts.  PowerPoint slides for each lecture are available on the class website, 
At the conclusion of each part, students are expected to write a one-page paper on some aspect of the readings for that part.   The one-page paper should focus on the primary source readings.  The paper should start with a high-lighted one sentence thesis statement, followed by supporting arguments that support the thesis statement.  The paper should focus on one aspect of the theologian being studied that week: Biblical exegesis, Christology, spirituality, sacraments, morality, or ecclesiology.  An excellent paper will be very focused using ample references to specific primary works.
	  

Course Requirements:
	Class attendance and active participation during discussion of primary readings are an important requirement for this class.  The specific requirements are:
· Presentation to class once per semester
· A 2 to 3-page paper is required four times during the semester.  
· Midterm will cover first half of semester (closed book).
· Final will cover second half of semester (closed book).

Both midterm and final will include matching quotes to primary source authors; identification of terms and people; geography identification; brief essays.
Grade:
1/3 papers, discussion and presentation
1/3 midterm 
1/3 final 

N.B. All papers should include footnotes to references of all outside sources, including web resources.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated.

N. B. Early in the semester, the students are asked to share with the professor any personal concerns regarding learning disabilities or English as a second language.
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Texts
	Although web resources can be extremely helpful (and will be used in this class), beware of information on the web.  Make sure that you are using a reliable, scholarly website.  Please use the translations indicated in the syllabus.  A copy of Augustine, City of God, will be needed for the beginning of the class.
	No specific Church History text is required.  However, James Hitchcock, History of the Catholic Church: From the Apostolic Age to the Third Millennium is strongly recommended.  Other recent or frequently referenced histories which the student may find useful to consult during this course:
1. John Vidmar, The Catholic Church Through the Ages (New Jersey: Paulist Press, 2005)
2. Thomas Bokenkotter, A Concise History of the Catholic Church (New York: Doubleday, 2004).
3. Norman Tanner, A New Short History of the Catholic Church (London: Barnes & Oates, 2011)
4. Peter Armenio, History of the Church (The Didache Series), (Midwest Theological Forum, 2005)
5. John O’Malley, A History of the Popes (Maryland:  Sheed & Ward, 2010)
6. Diarmaid MacCulloch, Christianity, the First Three Thousand Years (New York: Viking, 2010)


Journals in Church History

Below is a partial list of a few of the more important scholarly journals dedicated to Church History.

The Catholic Historical Review, Catholic University Press.

American Catholic Studies, Villanova University Press.

Studies in Church History, Ecclesiastical History Society.

Church History, Cambridge University Press.

Bibliographies for Theology, William Harmless, S. J., Creighton University, available at http://moses.creighton.edu/harmless/bibliographies_for_theology/index.htm 




Website for class http://web.mit.edu/aorlando/www/SaintJohnCHI  

Detailed Syllabus

Part 1
Sept 4, Tuesday, Class 1
Introduction
Syllabus Review
History as Theology
Assignment:
Hitchcock, Introduction

Sept 6, Thursday, Class 2 
Introduction to City of God
Roman Imperial History
Assignment:
Augustine, CoG I.1, XIV.25-28,
CoG XV.5, XIX.21 and 24-28
Letter 1A
Hitchcock, Ch. 1 

Sept 11, Tuesday, Class 3
Christian Martyrs
Christianity and Scripture
Assignment
CoG I.35, V.16, VIII.27, XXII.9-10
CoG X.25, XX.28
Hitchcock, Ch. 2, 4

Sept. 13, Thursday, Class 4
Constantine and Theodosius
CoG V.24-26, XIX.4-8
Hitchcock, Ch.3

Sept. 18, Tuesday, Class 5
Discussion #1 
Paper on CoG Due

Part 2
Sept. 20, Thursday, Class 6
Germanic Invasions, Destruction of Western Empire









Sept. 25, Tuesday, Class 7
Early Byzantium, Justinian
Assignment
Pope Gelasius, Letter to the Emperor, available at  http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/gelasius1.html 

Sept 27, Thursday, Class 8
Western Monasticism
Assignment:
Benedict’s Rule, available at http://www.osb.org/rb/text/toc.html#toc  
Columban, Boat Song, available at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/columban1.html
Hitchcock, Ch. 5

Oct. 2, Tuesday, Class 9
Rise of Islam
Assignment
Maximus the Confessor, from Letter II, available at http://www.vatican.va/spirit/documents/spirit_20010328_massimo-confessore_en.html  
John of Damascus, In Defense of Icons, available at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/johndam-icons.html  
Hitchcock, Ch. 7

Oct. 4, Thursday, Class 10
 Franks
Charlemagne
Assignment
The Donation of Constantine, http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/donatconst.html 
Einhard, Life of Charlemagne, available at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/einhard.html#THE LIFE OF THE EMPEROR CHARLES
Prepare papers #2 (two papers due, one must be on Benedict’s Rule)

Oct. 9 Tuesday, Class 11
Discussion and two papers #2 due 
Review for Quiz 1

Oct. 10, Thursday, Class 12 
Vikings and Russian Christianity
Middle Byzantium
Assignment
“The Conversion of Vladimir,” 988 http://www.dur.ac.uk/a.k.harrington/christin.html

Oct. 16, Tuesday, Class 13
Quiz #1

Part 3
Oct. 18, Thursday, Class 14
 Otto the Great, Holy Roman Empire, Lay Investiture
Early Middle Ages
Assignment
Charter of Cluny, http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/chart-cluny.html 
Pope Gregory VII, Dictatus Papae, http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/g7-dictpap.asp 
Hitchcock, Ch. 6

Oct. 23 Tuesday, Class15
Crusades
Assignment
Urban II,  Speech on First Crusade, available at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/urban2-fulcher.html 

Oct 25 Thursday, Class 16
Crusades II
The Sack of Constantinople, available at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/choniates1.html 

Oct 30 Tuesday, Class 17
Francis, Dominic, Innocent
Francis’ Rule, available at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/stfran-rule.html 

Nov 1 All Saints Day No Class

Nov  6 Tuesday, Class 18 
Anselm, Bonaventure and Aquinas
Assignment
Anselm, Why did God become man? Part I
Aquinas, On Law, ST Ia IIae Q91 http://www.newadvent.org/summa/ 
Prepare Paper #3

Part 4
Nov 8 Thursday, Class 19
Lay Investiture (again), Papal States, Avignon Papacy
Assignment
Boniface VIII, Unam Sanctam, available at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/b8-unam.html 
Dante, Divine Comedy, Inferno, Canto XIX, http://www.italianstudies.org/comedy/Inferno19.htm 
Catherine of Sienna, “Letter 74 to Pope Gregory XI,” available at http://medieval.ucdavis.edu/20C/Catherine.html 
Hitchcock, Ch. 8

Nov 13 Tuesday, Class 20
Paper due and Discussion #3

Nov 15 Thursday, Class 21
Great Schism and Conciliarism,  
Assignment
Council of Constance, http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/constance1.html 
Boccaccio, The Decameron, http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/boccacio2.html

Nov 20 Tuesday and Nov 22 Thursday No Class

Nov 27, Tuesday, Class 22
End of the Roman Empire (Byzantium)
Early Renaissance 
Assignment
An account of the Fall of Constantinople, https://apps.carleton.edu/curricular/mars/assets/Thomas_the_Eparch_and_Joshua_Diplovatatzes_for_MARS_website.pdf 
Leonardo Bruni, “In Praise of Greek”
Petrarch, Ascent of Mt Ventoux,  available at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/petrarch-ventoux.html 
Lorenzo Valla, from Donation of Constantine
Prepare Paper #4

Nov 29 Thursday, Class 23
Discuss Paper #4
Monks impact on Economy and Society
Assignment:
Guild Rules, available at https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/guild-sthhmptn.asp 

Dec 4 Tuesday, Class 24
Mary in the Middle Ages

Dec 6 Thursday, Class 25 
Quiz 2
 
Dec 11 Tuesday, Class 26
Presentations

Dec 13 Thursday, Class 27
Presentations
NO FINAL


