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Sourcebook. ed Carter Lindberg. Malden: Blackwell, 2000. 29-30.
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Ed Timothy Lull. Minneapolis: Fortress, 2005. p386-411.
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Lindberg. Malden: Blackwell, 2000. p. 132-133.

4. Thirty Nine Articles of Church of England. 12.21 in The European Reformations
Sourcebook. ed Carter Lindberg. Malden: Blackwell, 2000. p 232-234, or
hitp://www.victorianweb.org/religion/39articles.html

5.John Calvin, Letter on Usury, 14.11 in The European Reformations Sourcebook. ed Carter
Lindberg. Malden: Blackwell, 2000 p. 271-272

Edict of Nantes, 10.22 in The European Reformations Sourcebook. ed Carter
Lindberg. Malden: Blackwell, 2000 p. 271-272 p. 201

1. Ignatius Loyola Spiritual FExercises, Rules to Have True Sentiment in the Church
available at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/loyola-spirex.html

2. Theresa of Avila. Autobiography, Theresa’s Arguments of the Chapters
available at http://www.ccel.org/ccel/teresa/life.v.html
and Chapter XII available at http://www.ccel.org/ccel/teresa/life. viii.xiii.html

3. Council of Trent - Decrees on Scripture, Sacraments, Justification, Indulgences in Bettenson
ed. Documents of the Christian Church Third Edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1999. 275-282.




4, Francis De Sales Devout Life, Prayer, Preface and First Part of Introduction in Introduction to
the Devout Life, available at http://www.ccel.org/ccel/desales/devout_life.toc.html

1. Juan Gines de Sepulveda and Bartolome de las Casas. On the Indians. in The European
Sourcebook. ed Carter Lindberg. Malden: Blackwell, 2000. 279-281.

2. Francis Xavier Letter from India. Available at
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1543xavier].html

3. Chinese Rites Documents, excerpts at
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/171Schineserites.html

4. Denis Diderot. Supplement to the Voyage of the Bougainville. in Paul Hyland. The
Enlightenment, A Sourcebook and Reader. London: Routledge, 2003. pp. 320-327, or
http://www.csun.edu/~jaa7021/hist496/diderot.htm

1. Blaise Pascal, Pensees Series III available at
http://www.classicallibrary.org/pascal/pensees/pensees03.htm

2. Galileo Galilei, Letter to Grand Duchess Christina, available at
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/galileo-tuscany.html

3. Robert Bellarmine, Letter on Galileo available at
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/161 5bellarmine-letter.html

4, Isaac Newton, Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy. Available at
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1. Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, Chapters XIII, XIV, available at
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/hobbes-lev13.asp

2. Leibniz, Summary of the Controversy Reduced to Formal Argument, in Theodicy,
trans. E.M. Huggard, La Salle, Illinois: Open Court, 1985, pp 377-388.
http://www.uvm.edu/~lderosse/courses/intro/leibniz_theodicy.pdf

*1. Locke, A Letter Concerning Toleration available at
http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/etcbin/toccer-
reldem?id=LocTole.xml&images=images/modeng&data=/texts/english/modeng/parsed&
tag=public&part=all
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1. Voltaire, Lisbon Earthquake in The Portable Voltaire. In Paul Hyland. The
Enlightenment, A Sourcebook and Reader. London: Routledge, 2003. p 77-82.
http://geophysics-old.tau.ac.il/personal/shmulik/LisbonEq-letters.htm

2. Thomas Jefferson, Letter to Danbury Baptist Association available at
http://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/9806/danpre.html

3. John Adams, Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Preamble and Part [
Available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/const.htm

4, Civil Constitution of Clergy available at http://history.hanover.edu/texts/civilcon.html

5. St. Just, Republican Institute available at http://history.hanover.edu/texts/stjust.html

6. Immanuel Kant, What is Enlightenment? Available at
http://www.english.upenn.edu/~mgamer/Etexts/kant.html .
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1. Karl Marx, Scientific Socialism, available at
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/marx-summary.html
*2. John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism, Chapters 2 and 5, available at
http://www.constitution.org/jsm/util5.htm
See network folder.

*1. Francois Viscount de Chateaubriand, Genius of Christianity, Book I, pp 43-70.
http://www.archive.org/stream/geniuschristianiOOchatuoft/geniuschristianiOOchatuoft djv
u.txt
See network folder.

2. Pope Pius IX, Syllabus of Errors, available at
http://www.ewtn.com/library/PAPALDOC/P9SYLL.HTM

*3. First Vatican Council, First Dogmatic Constitution on Church of Christ, available at
http://www.ewtn.com/library/COUNCILS/V1.HTM
See network folder.

*1. Leo XIII, Rerum Novarum, available at
http://www.vatican.va/holy father/leo_xiii/encyclicals/documents/hf 1-
xiii_enc 15051891 rerum-novarum_en.html
See network folder.

*1. Pius XI, Quadragesimo Anno, available at
http://www.vatican.va/holy father/pius_xi/encyclicals/documents/hf p-
xi_enc 19310515 quadragesimo-anno_en.html
See network folder.

*2. Pius X, Encyclical Against Modernism, available at
http://www.vatican.va/holy father/pius_x/encyclicals/documents/hf p-
x_enc_ 19070908 pascendi-dominici-gregis _en.html
See network folder.

3. Romano Guardini, The Spirit of the Liturgy. Trans. Ada Lana. New York: Crossroads,
http://www.ewtn.com/library/LITURGY/SPRLIT.txt
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Disputation of Doctor Martin Luther
on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences
by Dr. Martin Luther (1517)
Published in:

Works of Martin Luther:
Adolph Spaeth, L.D. Reed, Henry Eyster Jacobs, et Al., Trans. & Eds.
(Philadelphia: A. J. Holman Company, 1915), Vol 1, pp. 29-38

Out of love for the truth and the desire to bring it to light, the following propositions will be
discussed at Wittenberg, under the presidency of the Reverend Father Martin Luther, Master of
Arts and of Sacred Theology, and Lecturer in Ordinary on the same at that place. Wherefore he
requests that those who are unable to be present and debate orally with us, may do so by letter.

In the Name our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen,.

1. Our Lord and Master Jesus Christ, when He said Poenitentiam agite, willed that
the whole life of believers should be repentance.

2. This word cannot be understood to mean sacramental penance, i.e., confession
and satisfaction, which is administered by the priests.

3. Yet it means not inward repentance only; nay, there is no inward repentance
which does not outwardly work divers mortifications of the flesh.

4. The penalty [of sin], therefore, continues so long as hatred of self continues; for
this is the true inward repentance, and continues until our entrance into the
kingdom of heaven.

5. The pope does not intend to remit, and cannot remit any penalties other than
those which he has imposed either by his own authority or by that of the Canons.

6. The pope cannot remit any guilt, except by declaring that it has been remitted
by God and by assenting to God's remission; though, to be sure, he may grant
remission in cases reserved to his judgment. If his right to grant remission in such
cases were despised, the guilt would remain entirely unforgiven.

7. God remits guilt to no one whom He does not, at the same time, humble in all
things and bring into subjection to His vicar, the priest.

8. The penitential canons are imposed only on the living, and, according to them,
nothing should be imposed on the dying.

9. Therefore the Holy Spirit in the pope is kind to us, because in his decrees he
always makes exception of the article of death and of necessity.



10. Ignorant and wicked are the doings of those priests who, in the case of the
dying, reserve canonical penances for purgatory.

I'1. This changing of the canonical penalty to the penalty of purgatory is quite
evidently one of the tares that were sown while the bishops slept.

12. In former times the canonical penalties were imposed not after, but before
absolution, as tests of true contrition.

13. The dying are freed by death from all penalties; they are already dead to
canonical rules, and have a right to be released from them.

14. The imperfect health [of soul], that is to say, the imperfect love, of the dying
brings with it, of necessity, great fear; and the smaller the love, the greater is the
fear.

I5. This fear and horror is sufficient of itself alone (to say nothing of other things)
to constitute the penalty of purgatory, since it is very near to the horror of despair.

16. Hell, purgatory, and heaven seem to differ as do despair, almost-despair, and
the assurance of safety.

17. With souls in purgatory it seems necessary that horror should grow less and
love increase.

18. It seems unproved, either by reason or Scripture, that they are outside the state
of merit, that is to say, of increasing love.

19. Again, it seems unproved that they, or at least that all of them, are certain or
assured of their own blessedness, though we may be quite certain of it.

20. Therefore by "full remission of all penalties” the pope means not actually "of
all," but only of those imposed by himself,

21. Therefore those preachers of indulgences are in error, who say that by the
pope's indulgences a man is freed from every penalty, and saved;

22. Whereas he remits to souls in purgatory no penalty which, according to the
canons, they would have had to pay in this life.

23. If it is at all possible to grant to any one the remission of all penalties
whatsoever, it is certain that this remission can be granted only to the most
perfect, that is, to the very fewest.

24. It must needs be, therefore, that the greater part of the people are deceived by
that indiscriminate and highsounding promise of release from penalty.



25. The power which the pope has, in a general way, over purgatory, is just like
the power which any bishop or curate has, in a special way, within his own
diocese or parish.

26. The pope does well when he grants remission to souls [in purgatory], not by
the power of the keys (which he does not possess), but by way of intercession.

27. They preach man who say that so soon as the penny jingles into the money-
box, the soul flies out [of purgatory].

28. It is certain that when the penny jingles into the money-box, gain and avarice
can be increased, but the result of the intercession of the Church is in the power of
God alone.

29. Who knows whether all the souls in purgatory wish to be bought out of it, as
in the legend of Sts. Severinus and Paschal.

30. No one is sure that his own contrition is sincere; much less that he has attained
full remission.

31. Rare as is the man that is truly penitent, so rare is also the man who truly buys
indulgences, i.e., such men are most rare.

32. They will be condemned eternally, together with their teachers, who believe
themselves sure of their salvation because they have letters of pardon.

33. Men must be on their guard against those who say that the pope's pardons are
that inestimable gift of God by which man is reconciled to Him;

34. For these "graces of pardon" concern only the penalties of sacramental
satisfaction, and these are appointed by man.

35. They preach no Christian doctrine who teach that contrition is not necessary in
those who intend to buy souls out of purgatory or to buy confessionalia.

36. Every truly repentant Christian has a right to full remission of penalty and
guilt, even without letters of pardon.

37. Every true Christian, whether living or dead, has part in all the blessings of
Christ and the Church; and this is granted him by God, even without letters of
pardon.

38. Nevertheless, the remission and participation [in the blessings of the Church]
which are granted by the pope are in no way to be despised, for they are, as I have
said, the declaration of divine remission.



39. It is most difficult, even for the very keenest theologians, at one and the same
time to commend to the people the abundance of pardons and [the need of] true
contrition.

40. True contrition seeks and loves penalties, but liberal pardons only relax
penalties and cause them to be hated, or at least, furnish an occasion [for hating
them].

41. Apostolic pardons are to be preached with caution, lest the people may falsely
think them preferable to other good works of love.

42. Christians are to be taught that the pope does not intend the buying of pardons
to be compared in any way to works of mercy.

43. Christians are to be taught that he who gives to the poor or lends to the needy
does a better work than buying pardons;

44. Because love grows by works of love, and man becomes better; but by
pardons man does not grow better, only more free from penalty.

45. 45. Christians are to be taught that he who sees a man in need, and passes him
by, and gives [his money] for pardons, purchases not the indulgences of the pope,
but the indignation of God.

46. Christians are to be taught that unless they have more than they need, they are
bound to keep back what is necessary for their own families, and by no means to
squander it on pardons.

47. Christians are to be taught that the buying of pardons is a matter of free will,
and not of commandment.

48. Christians are to be taught that the pope, in granting pardons, needs, and
therefore desires, their devout prayer for him more than the money they bring.

49. Christians are to be taught that the pope's pardons are useful, if they do not put
their trust in them; but altogether harmful, if through them they lose their fear of
God.

50. Christians are to be taught that if the pope knew the exactions of the pardon-
preachers, he would rather that St. Peter's church should go to ashes, than that it
should be built up with the skin, flesh and bones of his sheep.

51. Christians are to be taught that it would be the pope's wish, as it is his duty, to
give of his own money to very many of those from whom certain hawkers of
pardons cajole money, even though the church of St. Peter might have to be sold.



52. The assurance of salvation by letters of pardon is vain, even though the
commissary, nay, even though the pope himself, were to stake his soul upon it.

53. They are enemies of Christ and of the pope, who bid the Word of God be
altogether silent in some Churches, in order that pardons may be preached in
others.

54. Injury is done the Word of God when, in the same sermon, an equal or a
longer time is spent on pardons than on this Word.

55. It must be the intention of the pope that if pardons, which are a very small
thing, are celebrated with one bell, with single processions and ceremonies, then
the Gospel, which is the very greatest thing, should be preached with a hundred
bells, a hundred processions, a hundred ceremonies.

56. The "treasures of the Church," out of which the pope. grants indulgences, are
not sufficiently named or known among the people of Christ.

57. That they are not temporal treasures is certainly evident, for many of the
vendors do not pour out such treasures so easily, but only gather them.

58. Nor are they the merits of Christ and the Saints, for even without the pope,
these always work grace for the inner man, and the cross, death, and hell for the

outward man.

59. St. Lawrence said that the treasures of the Church were the Church's poor, but
he spoke according to the usage of the word in his own time.

60. Without rashness we say that the keys of the Church, given by Christ's merit,
are that treasure;

61. For it is clear that for the remission of penalties and of reserved cases, the
power of the pope is of itself sufficient.

62. The true treasure of the Church is the Most Holy Gospel of the glory and the
grace of God.

63. But this treasure is naturally most odious, for it makes the first to be last.

64. On the other hand, the treasure of indulgences is naturally most acceptable, for
it makes the last to be first.

65. Therefore the treasures of the Gospel are nets with which they formerly were
wont to fish for men of riches.



66. The treasures of the indulgences are nets with which they now fish for the
riches of men.

67. The indulgences which the preachers cry as the "greatest graces" are known to
be truly such, in so far as they promote gain.

68. Yet they are in truth the very smallest graces compared with the grace of God
and the piety of the Cross.

69. Bishops and curates are bound to admit the commissaries of apostolic
pardons, with all reverence.

70. But still more are they bound to strain all their eyes and attend with all their
ears, lest these men preach their own dreams instead of the commission of the

pope.

71. He who speaks against the truth of apostolic pardons, let him be anathema and
accursed!

72. But he who guards against the lust and license of the pardon-preachers, let
him be blessed!

73. The pope justly thunders against those who, by any art, contrive the injury of
the traffic in pardons.

74. But much more does he intend to thunder against those who use the pretext of
pardons to contrive the injury of holy love and truth.,

75. To think the papal pardons so great that they could absolve a man even if he
had committed an impossible sin and violated the Mother of God -- this is
madness.

76. We say, on the contrary, that the papal pardons are not able to remove the
very least of venial sins, so far as its guilt is concerned.

77. It is said that even St. Peter, if he were now Pope, could not bestow greater
graces; this is blasphemy against St. Peter and against the pope.

78. We say, on the contrary, that even the present pope, and any pope at all, has
greater graces at his disposal; to wit, the Gospel, powers, gifts of healing, etc., as
it is written in I. Corinthians xii.

79. To say that the cross, emblazoned with the papal arms, which is set up [by the
preachers of indulgences], is of equal worth with the Cross of Christ, is
blasphemy.



80. The bishops, curates and theologians who allow such talk to be spread among
the people, will have an account to render.

81. This unbridled preaching of pardons makes it no easy matter, even for learned
men, to rescue the reverence due to the pope from slander, or even from the
shrewd questionings of the laity.

82. To wit: -- "Why does not the pope empty purgatory, for the sake of holy love
and of the dire need of the souls that are there, if he redeems an infinite number of
souls for the sake of miserable money with which to build a Church? The former
reasons would be most just; the latter is most trivial."

83. Again: -- "Why are mortuary and anniversary masses for the dead continued,
and why does he not return or permit the withdrawal of the endowments founded
on their behalf, since it is wrong to pray for the redeemed?"

84. Again: -- "What is this new piety of God and the pope, that for money they
allow a man who is impious and their enemy to buy out of purgatory the pious
soul of a friend of God, and do not rather, because of that pious and beloved soul's
own need, free it for pure love's sake?"

85. Again: -- "Why are the penitential canons long since in actual fact and through
disuse abrogated and dead, now satisfied by the granting of indulgences, as
though they were still alive and in force?"

86. Again: -- "Why does not the pope, whose wealth is to-day greater than the
riches of the richest, build just this one church of St. Peter with his own money,
rather than with the money of poor believers?"

87. Again: -- "What is it that the pope remits, and what participation does he grant
to those who, by perfect contrition, have a right to full remission and
participation?"

88. Again: -- "What greater blessing could come to the Church than if the pope
were to do a hundred times a day what he now does once, and bestow on every
believer these remissions and participations?"

89. "Since the pope, by his pardons, secks the salvation of souls rather than
money, why does he suspend the indulgences and pardons granted heretofore,
since these have equal efficacy?"

90. To repress these arguments and scruples of the laity by force alone, and not to
resolve them by giving reasons, is to expose the Church and the pope to the
ridicule of their enemies, and to make Christians unhappy.



91. If, therefore, pardons were preached according to the spirit and mind of the
pope, all these doubts would be readily resolved; nay, they would not exist.

92. Away, then, with all those prophets who say to the people of Christ, "Peace,
peace," and there is no peace!

93. Blessed be all those prophets who say to the people of Christ, "Cross, cross,"
and there is no cross!

94. Christians are to be exhorted that they be diligent in following Christ, their
Head, through penalties, deaths, and hell;

95. And thus be confident of entering into heaven rather through many
tribulations, than through the assurance of peace.
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The Religious Peace of Augsburg, 1555

Document Courtesy of E. Reich (ed.), Select Documents (London 1905), 230-232.

15. In order to bring peace to the Holy Roman Empire of the Germanic Nation between the
Roman Imperial Majesty and the Electors, Princes and Estates, let neither his Imperial Majesty
nor the Electors, Princes, etc., do any violence or harm to any estate of the empire on the account
of the Augsburg Confession, but let them enjoy their religious belief, liturgy and ceremonies as
well as their estates and other rights and privileges in peace; and complete religious peace shall
be obtained only by Christian means of amity, or under threat of punishment of the Imperial ban.

16. Likewise the Estates espousing the Augsburg Confession shall let all the Estates and Princes
who cling to the old religion live in absolute peace and in the enjoyment of all their estates,
rights, and privileges.

17. However, all such as do not belong to the two above named religions shall not be included in
the present peace but be totally excluded from it.

18. And since it has proved to be a matter of great dispute what was to happen with the
bishoprics, priories and other ecclesiastical benefices of such Catholic priests who would in
course of time abandon the old religion, we have in virtue of the powers of Roman Emperors
ordained as follows: where an archbishop, bishop or prelate or any other priest of our old religion
shall abandon the same, his archbishopric, bishopric, prelacy and other benefices together with
all their income and revenues which he has so far possessed, shall be abandoned by him without
any further objection or delay. The chapter and such are entitled to it by common law or the
custom of the place shall elect a person espousing the old religion who may enter on the
possession and enjoyment of all the rights and incomes of the place without any further
hindrance and without prejudging any ultimate amicable transaction of religion.

19. Some of the abbeys, monasteries and other ecclesiastical estates having been confiscated and
turned into churches, schools, and charitable institutions, it is herewith ordained that such estates
which their original owners had not possessed at the time of the Treaty of Passau[1552] shall be
comprised in the present treaty of peace.

20. The ecclesiastical jurisdiction over the Augsburg Confession, dogma, appointment of
ministers, church ordinances, and ministries hitherto practiced (but apart from all the rights of
Electors, Princes and Estates colleges and monasteries to taxes in money or tithes) shall from
now cease and the Augsburg Confession shall be left to the free and untrammeled enjoyment of
their religion, ceremonies, appointment of ministers, as is stated in a subsequent separate article,
until the final transaction of religion will take place.

23. No Estate shall try to persuade the subjects of other Estates to abandon their religion nor
protect them against their own magistrates. Such as had from olden times the rights of patronage
are not included in the present article.



24. In case our subjects whether belonging to the old religion or the Augsburg confession should
intend leaving their homes with their wives and children in order to settle in another, they shall
be hindered neither in the sale of their estates after due payment of the local taxes nor injured in
their honour.
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'Augsburg Confession', Philip Melanchton

Preface to the Emperor Charles V

[cf. Confutatio Pontificia]

Most Invincible Emperor, Caesar Augustus, Most Clement Lord: Inasmuch as Your Imperial
Majesty has summoned a Diet of the Empire here at Augsburg to deliberate concerning measures
against the Turk, that most atrocious, hereditary, and ancient enemy of the Christian name and
religion, in what way, namely, effectually to withstand his furor and assaults by strong and
lasting military provision; and then also concerning dissensions in the matter of our holy religion
and Christian Faith, that in this matter of religion the opinions and judgments of the parties might
be heard in each other's presence; and considered and weighed among ourselves in mutual
charity, leniency, and kindness, in order that, after the removal and correction of such things as
have been treated and understood in a different manner in the writings on either side, these
matters may be settled and brought back to one simple truth and Christian concord, that for the
future one pure and true religion may be embraced and maintained by us, that as we all are under
one Christ and do battle under Him, so we may be able also to live in unity and concord in the
one Christian Church.

And inasmuch as we, the undersigned Elector and Princes, with others joined with us, have been
called to the aforesaid Diet the same as the other Electors, Princes, and Estates, in obedient
compliance with the Imperial mandate, we have promptly come to Augsburg, and -- what we do
not mean to say as boasting -- we were among the first to be here.

Accordingly, since even here at Augsburg at the very beginning of the Diet, Your Imperial
Majesty caused to be proposed to the Electors, Princes, and other Estates of the Empire, amongst
other things, that the several Estates of the Empire, on the strength of the Imperial edict, should
set forth and submit their opinions and judgments in the German and the Latin language, and
since on the ensuing Wednesday, answer was given to Your Imperial Majesty, after due
deliberation, that we would submit the Articles of our Confession for our side on next
Wednesday, therefore, in obedience to Your Imperial Majesty's wishes, we offer, in this matter
of religion, the Confession of our preachers and of ourselves, showing what manner of doctrine
from the Holy Scriptures and the pure Word of God has been up to this time set forth in our
lands, dukedoms, dominions, and cities, and taught in our churches.

And if the other Electors, Princes, and Estates. of the Empire will, according to the said Imperial
proposition, present similar writings, to wit, in Latin and German, giving their opinions in this
matter of religion, we, with the Princes and friends aforesaid, here before Your Imperial Majesty,
our most clement Lord are prepared to confer amicably concerning all possible ways and means,
in order that we may come together, as far as this may be honorably done, and, the matter
between us on both sides being peacefully discussed without offensive strife, the dissension, by
God's help, may be done away and brought back to one true accordant religion; for as we all are
under one Christ and do battle under Him, we ought to confess the one Christ, after the tenor of
Your Imperial Majesty's edict, and everything ought to be conducted according to the truth of
God; and this it is what, with most fervent prayers, we entreat of God.



However, as regards the rest of the Electors, Princes, and Estates, who constitute the other part, if
no progress should be made, nor some result be attained by this treatment of the cause of religion
after the manner in which Your Imperial Majesty has wisely held that it should be dealt with and
treated namely, by such mutual presentation of writings and calm conferring together among
ourselves, we at least leave with you a clear testimony, that we here in no wise are holding back
from anything that could bring about Christian concord, -- such as could be effected with God
and a good conscience, -- as also Your Imperial Majesty and, next, the other Electors and Estates
of the Empire, and all who are moved by sincere love and zeal for religion, and who will give an
impartial hearing to this matter, will graciously deign to take notice and to understand this from
this Confession of ours and of our associates.

Your Imperial Majesty also, not only once but often, graciously signified to the Electors Princes,
and Estates of the Empire, and at the Diet of Spires held A. D. 1526, according to the form of
Your Imperial instruction and commission given and prescribed, caused it to be stated and
publicly proclaimed that Your Majesty, in dealing with this matter of religion, for certain reasons
which were alleged in Your Majesty's name, was not willing to decide and could not determine
anything, but that Your Majesty would diligently use Your Majesty's office with the Roman
Pontiff for the convening of a General Council. The same matter was thus publicly set forth at
greater length a year ago at the last Diet which met at Spires. There Your Imperial Majesty,
through His Highness Ferdinand, King of Bohemia and Hungary, our friend and clement Lord,
as well as through the Orator and Imperial Commissioners caused this, among other things, to be
submitted: that Your Imperial Majesty had taken notice of} and pondered, the resolution of Your
Majesty's Representative in the Empire, and of the President and Imperial Counselors, and the
Legates from other Estates convened at Ratisbon, concerning the calling of a Council, and that
your Imperial Majesty also judged it to be expedient to convene a Council; and that Your
Imperial Majesty did not doubt the Roman Pontiff could be induced to hold a General Council,
because the matters to be adjusted between Your Imperial Majesty and the Roman Pontiff were
nearing agreement and Christian reconciliation; therefore Your Imperial Majesty himself
signified that he would endeavor to secure the said Chief Pontiff's consent for convening,
together with your Imperial Majesty such General Council, to be published as soon as possible
by letters that were to be sent out.

If the outcome, therefore, should be such that the differences between us and the other parties in
the matter of religion should not be amicably and in charity settled, then here, before Your
Imperial Majesty we make the offer in all obedience, in addition to what we have already done,
that we will all appear and defend our cause in such a general, free Christian Council, for the
convening of which there has always been accordant action and agreement of votes in all the
Imperial Diets held during Your Majesty's reign, on the part of the Electors, Princes, and other
Estates of the Empire. To the assembly of this General Council, and at the same time to Your
Imperial Majesty, we have, even before this, in due manner and form of law, addressed ourselves
and made appeal in this matter, by far the greatest and gravest. To this appeal, both to Your
Imperial Majesty and to a Council, we still adhere; neither do we intend nor would it be possible
for us, to relinquish it by this or any other document, unless the matter between us and the other
side, according to the tenor of the latest Imperial citation should be amicably and charitably
settled, allayed, and brought to Christian concord; and regarding this we even here solemnly and
publicly testify.



Article I
Of God

[cf. Confutatio Pontificia]

Our Churches, with common consent, do teach that the decree of the Council of Nicaea
concerning the Unity of the Divine Essence and concerning the Three Persons, is true and to be
believed without any doubting; that is to say, there is one Divine Essence which is called and
which is God: eternal, without body, without parts, of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness, the
Maker and Preserver of all things, visible and invisible; and yet there are three Persons, of the
same essence and power, who also are coeternal, the Father the Son, and the Holy Ghost. And
the term "person" they use as the Fathers have used it, to signify, not a part or quality in another,
but that which subsists of itself.

They condemn all heresies which have sprung up against this article, as the Manichaeans, who
assumed two principles, one Good and the other Evil- also the Valentinians, Arians, Eunomians,
Mohammedans, and all such. They condemn also the Samosatenes, old and new, who,
contending that there is but one Person, sophistically and impiously argue that the Word and the
Holy Ghost are not distinct Persons, but that "Word" signifies a spoken word, and "Spirit"
signifies motion created in things.

Article I1
Of Original Sin

[cf. Confutatio Pontificia]

Also they teach that since the fall of Adam all men begotten in the natural way are born with sin,
that is, without the fear of God, without trust in God, and with concupiscence; and that this
disease, or vice of origin, is truly sin, even now condemning and bringing eternal death upon
those not born again through Baptism and the Holy Ghost.

They Condemn the Pelagians and others who deny that original depravity is sin, and who, to
obscure the glory of Christ's merit and benefits, argue that man can be justified before God by
his own strength and reason.

Article TII
Of the Son of God

[cf. Confutatio Pontificia]

Also they teach that the Word, that is, the Son of God, did assume the human nature in the womb
of the blessed Virgin Mary, so that there are two natures, the divine and the human, inseparably



enjoined in one Person, one Christ, true God and true man, who was born of the Virgin Mary,
truly suffered, was crucified, dead, and buried, that He might reconcile the Father unto us, and be
a sacrifice, not only for original guilt, but also for all actual sins of men

He also descended into hell, and truly rose again the third day; afterward He ascended into
heaven that He might sit on the right hand of the Father, and forever reign and have dominion
over all creatures, and sanctify them that believe in Him, by sending the Holy Ghost into their
hearts, to rule, comfort, and quicken them, and to defend them against the devil and the power of
sin.

The same Christ shall openly come again to judge the quick and the dead, etc., according to the
Apostles' Creed.

Article IV
Of Justification

[cf. Confutatio Pontificia]

Also they teach that men cannot be justified before God by their own strength, merits, or works,
but are freely justified for Christ's sake, through faith, when they believe that they are received
into favor, and that their sins are forgiven for Christ's sake, who, by His death, has made
satisfaction for our sins. This faith God imputes for righteousness in His sight. Rom. 3 and 4.

Article V
Of the Ministry

[cf. Confutatio Pontificia]

That we may obtain this faith, the Ministry of Teaching the Gospel and administering the
Sacraments was instituted. For through the Word and Sacraments, as through instruments, the
Holy Ghost is given, who works faith; where and when it pleases God, in them that hear the
Gospel, to wit, that God, not for our own merits, but for Christ's sake, justifies those who believe
that they are received into grace for Christ's sake.

They condemn the Anabaptists and others who think that the Holy Ghost comes to men without
the external Word, through their own preparations and works.

Article VIII
What the Church Is

[cf. Confutatio Pontificia]

Although the Church properly is the congregation of saints and true believers, nevertheless, since
in this life many hypocrites and evil persons are mingled therewith, it is lawful to use Sacraments



administered by evil men, according to the saying of Christ: The Scribes and the Pharisees sit in
Moses' seat, etc. Matt. 23, 2. Both the Sacraments and Word are effectual by reason of the
institution and commandment of Christ, notwithstanding they be administered by evil men.

They condemn the Donatists, and such like, who denied it to be lawful to use the ministry of evil
men in the Church, and who thought the ministry of evil men to be unprofitable and of none
effect.

Article IX
Of Baptism

[cf. Confutatio Pontificia]

Of Baptism they teach that it is necessary to salvation, and that through Baptism is offered the
grace of God, and that children are to be baptized who, being offered to God through Baptism
are received into God's grace.

They condemn the Anabaptists, who reject the baptism of children, and say that children are
saved without Baptism.

Article XVIII
Of Free Will

[cf. Confutatio Pontificia]

Of Free Will they teach that man's will has some liberty to choose civil righteousness, and to
work things subject to reason. But it has no power, without the Holy Ghost, to work the
righteousness of God, that is, spiritual righteousness; since the natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God, 1 Cor. 2,14, but this righteousness is wrought in the heart when the
Holy Ghost is received through the Word. These things are said in as many words by Augustine
in his Hypognosticon, Book III: We grant that all men have a free will, free, inasmuch as it has
the judgment of reason; not that it is thereby capable, without God, either to begin, or, at least, to
complete aught in things pertaining to God, but only in works of this life, whether good or evil.
"Good" I call those works which spring from the good in nature, such as, willing to labor in the
field, to eat and drink, to have a friend, to clothe oneself, to build a house, to marry a wife, to
raise cattle, to learn divers useful arts, or whatsoever good pertains to this life. For all of these
things are not without dependence on the providence of God; yea, of Him and through Him they
are and have their being. "Evil" I call such works as willing to worship an idol, to commit
murder, etc.

They condemn the Pelagians and others, who teach that without the Holy Ghost, by the power of
nature alone, we are able to love God above all things; also to do the commandments of God as
touching "the substance of the act." For, although nature is able in a manner to do the outward
work, (for it is able to keep the hands from theft and murder,) yet it cannot produce the inward
motions, such as the fear of God, trust in God, chastity, patience, etc.



Article XX
Of Good Works

[cf. Confutatio Pontificia]

Our teachers are falsely accused of forbidding good Works. For their published writings on the
Ten Commandments, and others of like import, bear witness that they have taught to good
purpose concerning all estates and duties of life, as to what estates of life and what works in
every calling be pleasing to God. Concerning these things preachers heretofore taught but little,
and urged only childish and needless works, as particular holy-days, particular fasts,
brotherhoods, pilgrimages, services in honor of saints, the use of rosaries, monasticism, and such
like. Since our adversaries have been admonished of these things, they are now unlearning them,
and do not preach these unprofitable works as heretofore. Besides, they begin to mention faith, of
which there was heretofore marvelous silence. They teach that we are justified not by works
only, but they conjoin faith and works, and say that we are justified by faith and works. This
doctrine is more tolerable than the former one, and can afford more consolation than their old
doctrine.

Forasmuch, therefore, as the doctrine concerning faith, which ought to be the chief one in the
Church, has lain so long unknown, as all must needs grant that there was the deepest silence in
their sermons concerning the righteousness of faith, while only the doctrine of works was treated
in the churches, our teachers have instructed the churches concerning faith as follows: --

First, that our works cannot reconcile God or merit forgiveness of sins, grace, and justification,
but that we obtain this only by faith when we believe that we are received into favor for Christs
sake, who alone has been set forth the Mediator and Propitiation, 1 Tim. 2, 6, in order that the
Father may be reconciled through Him. Whoever, therefore, trusts that by works he merits grace,
despises the merit and grace of Christ, and seeks a way to God without Christ, by human
strength, although Christ has said of Himself: I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. John 14, 6.

This doctrine concerning faith is everywhere treated by Paul, Eph. 2, 8: By grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, etc.

And lest any one should craftily say that a new interpretation of Paul has been devised by us, this
entire matter is supported by the testimonies of the Fathers. For Augustine, in many volumes,
defends grace and the righteousness of faith, over against the merits of works. And Ambrose, in
his De Vocatione Gentium, and elsewhere, teaches to like effect. For in his De Vocatione
Gentium he says as follows: Redemption by the blood of Christ would become of little value,
neither would the preeminence of man's works be superseded by the mercy of God, if
justification, which is wrought through grace, were due to the merits going before, so as to be,
not the free gift of a donor, but the reward due to the laborer.

But, although this doctrine is despised by the inexperienced, nevertheless God-fearing and
anxious consciences find by experience that it brings the greatest consolation, because
consciences cannot be set at rest through any works, but only by faith, when they take the sure
ground that for Christ's sake they have a reconciled God. As Paul teaches Rom. 5, 1: Being



justified by faith, we have peace with God. This whole doctrine is to be referred to that conflict
of the terrified conscience, neither can it be understood apart from that conflict. Therefore
inexperienced and profane men judge ill concerning this matter, who dream that Christian
righteousness is nothing but civil and philosophical righteousness.

Heretofore consciences were plagued with the doctrine of works, they did not hear the
consolation from the Gospel. Some persons were driven by conscience into the desert, into
monasteries hoping there to merit grace by a monastic life. Some also devised other works
whereby to merit grace and make satisfaction for sins. Hence there was very great need to treat
of, and renew, this doctrine of faith in Christ, to the end that anxious consciences should not be
without consolation but that they might know that grace and forgiveness of sins and justification
are apprehended by faith in Christ.

Men are also admonished that here the term "faith" does not signify merely the knowledge of the
history, such as is in the ungodly and in the devil, but signifies a faith which believes, not merely
the history, but also the effect of the history -- namely, this Article: the forgiveness of sins, to
wit, that we have grace, righteousness, and forgiveness of sins through Christ.

Now he that knows that he has a Father gracious to him through Christ, truly knows God; he
knows also that God cares for him, and calls upon God; in a word, he is not without God, as the
heathen. For devils and the ungodly are not able to believe this Article: the forgiveness of sins.
Hence, they hate God as an enemy, call not upon Him, and expect no good from Him. Augustine
also admonishes his readers concerning the word "faith," and teaches that the term "faith" is
accepted in the Scriptures not for knowledge such as is in the ungodly but for confidence which
consoles and encourages the terrified mind.

Furthermore, it is taught on our part that it is necessary to do good works, not that we should
trust to merit grace by them, but because it is the will of God. It is only by faith that forgiveness
of sins is apprehended, and that, for nothing. And because through faith the Holy Ghost is
received, hearts are renewed and endowed with new affections, so as to be able to bring forth
good works. For Ambrose says: Faith is the mother of a good will and right doing. For man's
powers without the Holy Ghost are full of ungodly affections, and are too weak to do works
which are good in God's sight. Besides, they are in the power of the devil who impels men to
divers sins, to ungodly opinions, to open crimes. This we may see in the philosophers, who,
although they endeavored to live an honest life could not succeed, but were defiled with many
open crimes. Such is the feebleness of man when he is without faith and without the Holy Ghost,
and governs himself only by human strength.

Hence it may be readily seen that this doctrine is not to be charged with prohibiting good works,
but rather the more to be commended, because it shows how we are enabled to do good works.
For without faith human nature can in no wise do the works of the First or of the Second
Commandment. Without faith it does not call upon God, nor expect anything from God, nor bear
the cross, but seeks, and trusts in, man's help. And thus, when there is no faith and trust in God
all manner of lusts and human devices rule in the heart. Wherefore Christ said, John 16,6:
Without Me ye can do nothing; and the Church sings: Lacking Thy divine favor, There is
nothing found in man, Naught in him is harmless.



JOINT DECLARATION ON THE DOCTRINE OF
JUSTIFICATION
by the Lutheran World Federation
and the Catholic Church

Preamble

1.The doctrine of justification was of central importance for the Lutheran Reformation of the
sixteenth century. It was held to be the "first and chief article" and at the same time the "ruler
and judge over all other Christian doctrines." The doctrine of justification was particularly
asserted and defended in its Reformation shape and special valuation over against the Roman
Catholic Church and theology of that time, which in turn asserted and defended a doctrine of
justification of a different character. From the Reformation perspective, justification was the
crux of all the disputes. Doctrinal condemnations were put forward both in the Lutheran
Confessions’ and by the Roman Catholic Church’s Council of Trent. These condemnations
are still valid today and thus have a church-dividing effect.

2.For the Lutheran tradition, the doctrine of justification has retained its special status.
Consequently it has also from the beginning occupied an important place in the official
Lutheran-Roman Catholic dialogue.

3.Special attention should be drawn to the following reports: "The Gospel and the Church"
(1972)"and "Church and Justification” (1994)’ by the Lutheran-Roman Catholic Joint
Commission, "Justification by Faith" (1983)° of the Lutheran-Roman Catholic dialogue in the
USA and "The Condemnations of the Reformation Era - Do They Still Divide?" (1986) by
the Ecumenical Working Group of Protestant and Catholic theologians in Germany. Some of
these dialogue reports have been officially received by the churches. An important example
of such reception is the binding response of the United Evangelical-Lutheran Church of
Germany to the "Condemnations" study, made in 1994 at the highest possible level of
ecclesiastical recognition together with the other churches of the Evangelical Church in
Germany.’

4.In their discussion of the doctrine of justification, all the dialogue reports as well as the
responses show a high degree of agreement in their approaches and conclusions. The time has
therefore come to take stock and to summarize the results of the dialogues on justification so

' The Smalcald Articles, II,1; Book of Concord, 292.

2 "Rector et judex super omnia genera doctrinarum" Weimar Edition of Luther’s Works (WA),

39,1,205.

3 It should be noted that some Lutheran churches include only the Augsburg Confession and Luther’s Small
Catechism among their binding confessions. These texts contain no condemnations about justification in relation
to the Roman Catholic Church.

4 Report of the Joint Lutheran-Roman Catholic Study Commission, published in Growth in Agreement (New
York; Geneva, 1984), pp. 168-189.

’ Published by the Lutheran World Federation (Geneva, 1994).

¢ Lutheran and Catholics in Dialogue VII (Minneapolis, 1985).

" Minneapolis, 1990.

¥ "Gemeinsame Stellungnahme der Amoldshainer Konferenz, der Vereinigten Kirche und des Deutschen
Nationalkomitees des Lutherischen Weltbundes zum Dokument Lehrverurteitungen - kirchentrennend??,"
Okumenische Rundschau 44 (1995): 99-102; See also the position papers which underlie this resolution, in
Lebrverurteilungen im Gespréch, Die ersten offiziellen Stellungnahmen aus den evangelischen Kirchen in
Deutschland (Géttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1993).



that our churches may be informed about the overall results of this dialogue with the
necessary accuracy and brevity, and thereby be enabled to make binding decisions.

5.The present Joint Declaration has this intention: namely, to show that on the basis of their
dialogue the subscribing Lutheran churches and the Roman Catholic Church’ are now able to
articulate a common understanding of our justification by God’s grace through faith in Christ.
It does not cover all that either church teaches about justification; it does encompass a
consensus on basic truths of the doctrine of justification and shows that the remaining
differences in its explication are no longer the occasion for doctrinal condemnations.

6.0ur Declaration is not a new, independent presentation alongside the dialogue reports and
documents to date, let alone a replacement of them. Rather, as the appendix of sources shows,
it makes repeated reference to them and their arguments.

7.Like the dialogues themselves, this Joint Declaration rests on the conviction that in
overcoming the earlier controversial questions and doctrinal condemnations, the churches
neither take the condemnations lightly nor do they disavow their own past. On the contrary,
this Declaration is shaped by the conviction that in their respective histories our churches
have come to new insights. Developments have taken place which not only make possible,
but also require the churches to examine the divisive questions and condemnations and see
them in a new light.

1. Biblical Message of Justification

8.0Our common way of listening to the word of God in Scripture has led to such new insights.
Together we hear the gospel that "God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life" (Jn 3:16). This good
news is set forth in Holy Scripture in various ways. In the Old Testament we listen to God’s
word about human sinfulness (Ps 51:1-5; Dan 9:5f; Eccl/Qo 8:9f; Ezra 9:6f) and human
disobedience (Gen 3:1-19; Neh 9:16f,26) as well as of God’s "righteousness” (Isa 46:13;
51:5-8; 56:1 [cf. 53:117; Jer 9:24) and "judgment” (Eccl/Qo 12:14, Ps 9:5f; 76:7-9).

9.In the New Testament diverse treatments of "righteousness" and "justification" are found in
the writings of Matthew (5:10; 6:33; 21:32), John (16:8-11), Hebrews (5:3; 10:37f), and
James (2:14-26)." In Paul’s letters also, the gift of salvation is described in various ways,
among others: "for freedom Christ has set us free" (Gal 5:1-13; cf. Rom 6:7), "reconciled to
God" (2 Cor 5:18-21; cf. Rom 5:11), "peace with God" (Rom 5:1), "new creation” (2 Cor
5:17), "alive to God in Christ Jesus" (Rom 6:11,23), or "sanctified in Christ Jesus" (¢f. 1 Cor
1:2; 1:30; 2 Cor 1:1). Chief among these is the "justification" of sinful human beings by
God’s grace through faith (Rom 3:23-25), which came into particular prominence in the
Reformation period.

10.Paul sets forth the gospel as the power of God for salvation of the person who has fallen
under the power of sin, as the message that proclaims that "the righteousness of God is

? The word "church" is used in this Declaration to reflect the self-understandings of the participating churches,
without intending to resolve all the ecclesiological issues related to this term.

' Cf. "Malta Report," paras. 26-30; Justification by Faith, paras. 122-147. At the request of the US dialogue on
justification, the non-Pauline New Testament texts were addressed in Righteousness in the New Testament, by
John Reumann, with responses by Joseph A. Fitzmyer and Jerome D. Quinn (Philadelphia; New York:1982),
pp. 124-180. The results of this study were summarized in the dialogue report Justification by Faith in paras.
139-142,



revealed through faith for faith" (Rom 1:16f) and that grants "justification” (Rom 3:21-31).
He proclaims Christ as "our righteousness" (1 Cor 1:30), applying to the risen Lord what
Jeremiah proclaimed about God himself (Jer 23:6). In Christ’s death and resurrection all
dimensions of his saving work have their roots for he is "our Lord, who was put to death for
our trespasses and raised for our justification" (Rom 4:25). All human beings are in need of
God’s righteousness, "since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Rom 3:23; cf.
Rom 1:18-3:20; 11:32; Gal 3:22). In Galatians (3:6) and Romans (4:3-9), Paul understands
Abraham’s faith (Gen 15:6) as faith in the God who justifies the sinner (Rom 4:5) and calls
upon the testimony of the Old Testament to undergird his gospel that this righteousness will
be reckoned to all who, like Abraham, trust in God’s promise. "For the righteous will live by
faith (Hab 2:4; cf. Gal 3:11; Rom 1:17). In Paul’s letters, God’s righteousness is also God’s
power for those who have faith (Rom 1:16f; 2 Cor 5:21). In Christ he makes it our
righteousness (2 Cor 5:21). Justification becomes ours through Christ Jesus "whom God put
forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith" (Rom 3:25; see
3:21-28). "For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it
is the gift of God - not the result of works" (Eph 2:8f).

11.Justification is the forgiveness of sins (¢f. Rom 3:23-25; Acts 13:39; Lk 18:14), liberation
from the dominating power of sin and death (Rom 5:12-21) and from the curse of the law
(Gal 3:10-14). It is acceptance into communion with God: already now, but then fully in
God’s coming kingdom (Rom 5:1f). It unites with Christ and with his death and resurrection
(Rom 6:5). It occurs in the reception of the Holy Spirit in baptism and incorporation into the
one body (Rom 8:1f, 9f; I Cor 12:12f). All this is from God alone, for Christ’s sake, by grace,
through faith in "the gospel of God’s Son" (Rom 1:1-3).

12.The justified live by faith that comes from the Word of Christ (Rom 10:17) and is active
through love (Gal 5:6), the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22f). But since the justified are assailed
from within and without by powers and desires (Rom 8:35-39; Gal 5:16-21) and fall into sin
(1 Jn 1:8,10), they must constantly hear God’s promises anew, confess their sins (1 Jn 1:9),
participate in Christ’s body and blood, and be exhorted to live righteously in accord with the
will of God. That is why the Apostle says to the justified: "Work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work
for his good pleasure" (Phil 2:12f). But the good news remains: "there is now no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus" (Rom 8:1), and in whom Christ lives (Gal
2:20). Christ’s "act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all" (Rom 5:18).

2. The Doctrine of Justification as Ecumenical Problem

13.0Opposing interpretations and applications of the biblical message of justification were in
the sixteenth century a principal cause of the division of the Western church and led as well
to doctrinal condemnations. A common understanding of justification is therefore
fundamental and indispensable to overcoming that division. By appropriating insights of
recent biblical studies and drawing on modern investigations of the history of theology and
dogma, the post-Vatican II ecumenical dialogue has led to a notable convergence concerning
justification, with the result that this Joint Declaration is able to formulate a consensus on
basic truths concerning the doctrine of justification. In light of this consensus, the
corresponding doctrinal condemnations of the sixteenth century do not apply to today’s
partner.

3. The Common Understanding of Justification



14.The Lutheran churches and the Roman Catholic Church have together listened to the good
news proclaimed in Holy Scripture. This common listening, together with the theological
conversations of recent years, has led to a shared understanding of justification. This
encompasses a consensus in the basic truths; the differing explications in particular
statements are compatible with it.

15.In faith we together hold the conviction that justification is the work of the triune God.
The Father sent his Son into the world to save sinners. The foundation and presupposition of
justification is the incarnation, death, and resurrection of Christ. Justification thus means that
Christ himself is our righteousness, in which we share through the Holy Spirit in accord with
the will of the Father. Together we confess: By grace alone, in faith in Christ’s saving work
and not because of any merit on our part, we are accepted by God and receive the Holy Spirit,
who renews our hearts while equipping and calling us to good works."

16.All people are called by God to salvation in Christ. Through Christ alone are we justified,
when we receive this salvation in faith. Faith is itself God’s gift through the Holy Spirit who
works through word and sacrament in the community of believers and who, at the same time,
leads believers into that renewal of life which God will bring to completion in eternal life.

17.We also share the conviction that the message of justification directs us in a special way
towards the heart of the New Testament witness to God’s saving action in Christ: it tells us
that as sinners our new life is solely due to the forgiving and renewing mercy that God
imparts as a gift and we receive in faith, and never can merit in any way.

18.Therefore the doctrine of justification, which takes up this message and explicates it, is
more than just one part of Christian doctrine. It stands in an essential relation to all truths of
faith, which are to be seen as internally related to each other. It is an indispensable criterion
which constantly serves to orient all the teaching and practice of our churches to Christ.
When Lutherans emphasize the unique significance of this criterion, they do not deny the
interrelation and significance of all truths of faith. When Catholics see themselves as bound
by several criteria, they do not deny the special function of the message of justification.
Lutherans and Catholics share the goal of confessing Christ in all things, who alone is to be
trusted above all things as the one Mediator (1 Tim 2:5f) through whom God in the Holy
Spirit gives himself and pours out his renewing gifts. [cf. Sources for section 3].

4. Explicating the Common Understanding of Justification
4.1 Human Powerlessness and Sin in Relation to Justification

19.We confess together that all persons depend completely on the saving grace of God for
their salvation. The freedom they possess in relation to persons and the things of this world is
no freedom in relation to salvation, for as sinners they stand under God’s judgment and are
incapable of turning by themselves to God to seek deliverance, of meriting their justification
before God, or of attaining salvation by their own abilities. Justification takes place solely by
God’s grace. Because Catholics and Lutherans confess this together, it is true to say:

20.When Catholics say that persons "cooperate" in preparing for and accepting justification
by consenting to God’s justifying action, they see such personal consent as itself an effect of
grace, not as an action arising from innate human abilities.

" mAll Under One Christ," para. 14, in Growth in Agreement, 241-247.



21.According to Lutheran teaching, human beings are incapable of cooperating in their
salvation, because as sinners they actively oppose God and his saving action. Lutherans do
not deny that a person can reject the working of grace. When they emphasize that a person
can only receive (mere passive) justification, they mean thereby to exclude any possibility of
contributing to one’s own justification, but do not deny that believers are fully involved
personally in their faith, which is effected by God’s Word. [cf. Sources for 4.1].

4.2 Justification as Forgiveness of Sins and Making Righteous

22.We confess together that God forgives sin by grace and at the same time frees human
beings from sin’s enslaving power and imparts the gift of new life in Christ. When persons
come by faith to share in Christ, God no longer imputes to them their sin and through the
Holy Spirit effects in them an active love. These two aspects of God’s gracious action are not
to be separated, for persons are by faith united with Christ, who in his person is our
righteousness (1 Cor 1:30): both the forgiveness of sin and the saving presence of God
himself. Because Catholics and Lutherans confess this together, it is true to say that:

23.When Lutherans emphasize that the righteousness of Christ is our righteousness, their
intention is above all to insist that the sinner is granted righteousness before God in Christ
through the declaration of forgiveness and that only in union with Christ is one’s life renewed.
When they stress that God’s grace is forgiving love ("the favor of God™?), they do not thereby
deny the renewal of the Christian’s life. They intend rather to express that justification
remains free from human cooperation and is not dependent on the life-renewing effects of
grace in human beings.

24 When Catholics emphasize the renewal of the interior person through the reception of
grace imparted as a gift to the believer,” they wish to insist that God’s forgiving grace always
brings with it a gift of new life, which in the Holy Spirit becomes effective in active love.
They do not thereby deny that God’s gift of grace in justification remains independent of
human cooperation. [cf. Sources for section 4.2].

4.3 Justification by Faith and through Grace

25.We confess together that sinners are justified by faith in the saving action of God in
Christ. By the action of the Holy Spirit in baptism, they are granted the gift of salvation,
which lays the basis for the whole Christian life. They place their trust in God’s gracious
promise by justifying faith, which includes hope in God and love for him. Such a faith is
active in love and thus the Christian cannot and should not remain without works. But
whatever in the justified precedes or follows the free gift of faith is neither the basis of
justification nor merits it,

26.According to Lutheran understanding, God justifies sinners in faith alone (sola fide). In
faith they place their trust wholly in their Creator and Redeemer and thus live in communion
with him. God himself effects faith as he brings forth such trust by his creative word. Because
God’s act is a new creation, it affects all dimensions of the person and leads to a life in hope
and love. In the doctrine of "justification by faith alone," a distinction but not a separation is
made between justification itself and the renewal of one’s way of life that necessarily follows
from justification and without which faith does not exist. Thereby the basis is indicated from

12 Cf, WA 8:106; American Edition 32:227.
B Cf. DS 1528



which the renewal of life proceeds, for it comes forth from the love of God imparted to the
person in justification. Justification and renewal are joined in Christ, who is present in faith.

27.The Catholic understanding also sees faith as fundamental in justification. For without
faith, no justification can take place. Persons are justified through baptism as hearers of the
word and believers in it. The justification of sinners is forgiveness of sins and being made
righteous by justifying grace, which makes us children of God. In justification the righteous
receive from Christ faith, hope, and love and are thereby taken into communion with him."
This new personal relation to God is grounded totally on God’s graciousness and remains
constantly dependent on the salvific and creative working of this gracious God, who remains
true to himself, so that one can rely upon him. Thus justifying grace never becomes a human
possession to which one could appeal over against God. While Catholic teaching emphasizes
the renewal of life by justifying grace, this renewal in faith, hope, and love is always
dependent on God’s unfathomable grace and contributes nothing to justification about which
one could boast before God (Rom 3:27). [See Sources for section 4.3].

4.4 The Justified as Sinner

28.We confess together that in baptism the Holy Spirit unites one with Christ, justifies, and
truly renews the person. But the justified must all through life constantly look to God’s
unconditional justifying grace. They also are continuously exposed to the power of sin still
pressing its attacks (cf. Rom 6:12-14) and are not exempt from a lifelong struggle against the
contradiction to God within the selfish desires of the old Adam (cf. Gal 5:16; Rom 7:7-10).
The justified also must ask God daily for forgiveness as in the Lord’s Prayer (Mt. 6:12; 1 Jn
1:9), are ever again called to conversion and penance, and are ever again granted forgiveness.

29.Lutherans understand this condition of the Christian as a being "at the same time righteous
and sinner." Believers are totally righteous, in that God forgives their sins through Word and
Sacrament and grants the righteousness of Christ which they appropriate in faith. In Christ,
they are made just before God. Looking at themselves through the law, however, they
recognize that they remain also totally sinners. Sin still lives in them (1 Jn 1:8; Rom 7:17,20),
for they repeatedly turn to false gods and do not love God with that undivided love which
God requires as their Creator (Deut 6:5; Mt 22:36-40 pr.). This contradiction to God is as
such truly sin. Nevertheless, the enslaving power of sin is broken on the basis of the merit of
Christ. It no longer is a sin that "rules" the Christian for it is itself "ruled" by Christ with
whom the justified are bound in faith. In this life, then, Christians can in part lead a just life.
Despite sin, the Christian is no longer separated from God, because in the daily return to
baptism, the person who has been born anew by baptism and the Holy Spirit has this sin
forgiven. Thus this sin no longer brings damnation and eternal death.” Thus, when Lutherans
say that justified persons are also sinners and that their opposition to God is truly sin, they do
not deny that, despite this sin, they are not separated from God and that this sin is a "ruled"
sin. In these affirmations, they are in agreement with Roman Catholics, despite the difference
in understanding sin in the justified.

30.Catholics hold that the grace of Jesus Christ imparted in baptism takes away all that is sin
"in the proper sense" and that is "worthy of damnation" (Rom 8:1).' There does, however,
remain in the person an inclination (concupiscence) which comes from sin and presses
toward sin. Since, according to Catholic conviction, human sins always involve a personal

“ Cf. DS 1530,
'S Cf. Apology I1:38-45; Book of Concord, 105f.
'8 Cf. DS 1515.



clement and since this element is lacking in this inclination, Catholics do not see this
inclination as sin in an authentic sense. They do not thereby deny that this inclination does
not correspond to God’s original design for humanity and that it is objectively in
confradiction to God and remains one’s enemy in lifelong struggle. Grateful for deliverance
by Christ, they underscore that this inclination in contradiction to God does not merit the
punishment of eternal death"” and does not separate the justified person from God. But when
individuals voluntarily separate themselves from God, it is not enough to return to observing
the commandments, for they must receive pardon and peace in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation through the word of forgiveness imparted to them in virtue of God’s
reconciling work in Christ. [See Sources for section 4.4].

4.5 Law and Gospel

31.We confess together that persons are justified by faith in the gospel "apart from works
prescribed by the law" (Rom 3:28). Christ has fulfilled the law and by his death and
resurrection has overcome it as a way to salvation. We also confess that God’s
commandments retain their validity for the justified and that Christ has by his teaching and
example expressed God’s will which is a standard for the conduct of the justified also.

32.Lutherans state that the distinction and right ordering of law and gospel is essential for the
understanding of justification. In its theological use, the law is demand and accusation.
Throughout their lives, all persons, Christians also, in that they are sinners, stand under this
accusation which uncovers their sin so that, in faith in the gospel, they will turn unreservedly
to the mercy of God in Christ, which alone justifies them.

33.Because the law as a way to salvation has been fulfilled and overcome through the gospel,
Catholics can say that Christ is not a lawgiver in the manner of Moses. When Catholics
emphasize that the righteous are bound to observe God’s commandments, they do not thereby
deny that through Jesus Christ God has mercifully promised to his children the grace of
etemal life.” [See Sources for section 4.5].

4.6 Assurance of Salvation

34.We confess together that the faithful can rely on the mercy and promises of God. In spite
of their own weakness and the manifold threats to their faith, on the strength of Christ’s death
and resurrection they can build on the effective promise of God’s grace in Word and
Sacrament and so be sure of this grace.

35.This was emphasized in a particular way by the Reformers: in the midst of temptation,
believers should not look to themselves but look solely to Christ and trust only him. In trust
in God’s promise they are assured of their salvation, but are never secure looking at
themselves.

36.Catholics can share the concern of the Reformers to ground faith in the objective reality of
Christ’s promise, to look away from one’s own experience, and to trust in Christ’s forgiving
word alone (cf. Mt 16:19; 18:18). With the Second Vatican Council, Catholics state: to have
faith is to entrust oneself totally to God,"” who liberates us from the darkness of sin and death

'7.Cf. DS 1515,
18 Cf. DS 1545,
¥ Cf. DV 5.



and awakens us to eternal life.” In this sense, one cannot believe in God and at the same time
consider the divine promise untrustworthy. No one may doubt God’s mercy and Christ’s
merit. Every person, however, may be concerned about his salvation when he looks upon his
own weaknesses and shortcomings. Recognizing his own failures, however, the believer may
yet be certain that God intends his salvation. [See Sources for section 4.6].

4.7 The Good Works of the Justified

37.We confess together that good works - a Christian life lived in faith, hope and love -
follow justification and are its fruits. When the justified live in Christ and act in the grace
they receive, they bring forth, in biblical terms, good fruit. Since Christians struggle against
sin their entire lives, this consequence of justification is also for them an obligation they must
fulfill. Thus both Jesus and the apostolic Scriptures admonish Christians to bring forth the
works of love.

38.According to Catholic understanding, good works, made possible by grace and the
working of the Holy Spirit, contribute to growth in grace, so that the righteousness that comes
from God is preserved and communion with Christ is deepened. When Catholics affirm the
"meritorious" character of good works, they wish to say that, according to the biblical
witness, a reward in heaven is promised to these works. Their intention is to emphasize the
responsibility of persons for their actions, not to contest the character of those works as gifts,
or far less to deny that justification always remains the unmerited gift of grace.

39.The concept of a preservation of grace and a growth in grace and faith is also held by
Lutherans. They do emphasize that righteousness as acceptance by God and sharing in the
righteousness of Christ is always complete. At the same time, they state that there can be
growth in its effects in Christian living. When they view the good works of Christians as the
fruits and signs of justification and not as one’s own "merits", they nevertheless also
understand eternal life in accord with the New Testament as unmerited "reward" in the sense
of the fulfillment of God’s promise to the believer. [See Sources for section 4.7].

5. The Significance and Scope of the Consensus Reached

40.The understanding of the doctrine of justification set forth in this Declaration shows that a
consensus in basic truths of the doctrine of justification exists between Lutherans and
Catholics. In light of this consensus the remaining differences of language, theological
elaboration, and emphasis in the understanding of justification described in paras. 18 to 39
are acceptable. Therefore the Lutheran and the Catholic explications of justification are in
their difference open to one another and do not destroy the consensus regarding the basic
truths.

41.Thus the doctrinal condemnations of the 16th century, in so far as they relate to the
doctrine of justification, appear in a new light: The teaching of the Lutheran churches
presented in this Declaration does not fall under the condemnations from the Council of
Trent. The condemnations in the Lutheran Confessions do not apply to the teaching of the
Roman Catholic Church presented in this Declaration.

P CrDVS.



42 Nothing is thereby taken away from the seriousness of the condemnations related to the
doctrine of justification. Some were not simply pointless. They remain for us "salutary
warnings" to which we must attend in our teaching and practice.”

43.0ur consensus in basic truths of the doctrine of justification must come to influence the
life and teachings of our churches. Here it must prove itself. In this respect, there are still
questions of varying importance which need further clarification. These include, among other
topics, the relationship between the Word of God and church doctrine, as well as
ecclesiology, ecclesial authority, church unity, ministry, the sacraments, and the relation
between justification and social ethics. We are convinced that the consensus we have reached
offers a solid basis for this clarification. The Lutheran churches and the Roman Catholic
Church will continue to strive together to deepen this common understanding of justification
and to make it bear fruit in the life and teaching of the churches.

44, We give thanks to the Lord for this decisive step forward on the way to overcoming the

division of the church. We ask the Holy Spirit to lead us further toward that visible unity
which is Christ’s will.

2 Condemnations of the Reformation Era, 27.



Resources for
the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification

In parts 3 and 4 of the "Joint Declaration" formulations from different Lutheran-Catholic
dialogues
are referred to. They are the following documents:

"All Under One Christ," Statement on the Augsburg Confession by the Roman
Catholic/Lutheran Joint Commission, 1980, in: Growth in Agreement, edited by Harding
Meyer and Lukas Vischer, New York/Ramsey, Geneva, 1984, 241-247.

Denzinger-Schonmetzer, Enchiridion symbolorum ...32nd to 36th edition (hereafter: DS).
Denzinger-Hiinermann, Enchiridion symbolorum ...since the 37th edition (hereafter: DH).

Evaluation of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity of the Study
Lehrverurteilungen - kirchentrennend?, Vatican, 1992, unpublished document (hereafter:
PCPCU).

Justification by Faith, Lutherans and Catholics in Dialogue VII, Minneapolis, 1985
(hereafter: USA).

Position Paper of the Joint Committee of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Germany and the LWF German National Committee regarding the document "The
Condemnations of the Reformation Era. Do They Still Divide?" in: Lehrverurteilungen im
Gesprich, Gottingen, 1993 (hereafter: VELKD).

The Condemnations of the Reformation Era, Do they Still Divide? Edited by Karl Lehmann
and Wolfhart Pannenberg, Minneapolis, 1990 (hereafter: LV:E)

For 3: The Common Understanding of Justification (paras 17 and 18) (LV:E 68f; VELKD
95)

- "... a faith centered and forensically conceived picture of justification is of major importance
for Paul and, in a sense, for the Bible as a whole, although it is by no means the only biblical
or Pauline way of representing God's saving work" (USA, no. 146).

- "Catholics as well as Lutherans can acknowledge the need to test the practices, structures,
and theologies of the church by the extent to which they help or hinder 'the proclamation of
God's free and merciful promises in Christ Jesus which can be rightly received only through
faith' (para. 28)" (USA, no. 153).

Regarding the "fundamental affirmation" (USA, no. 157; cf. 4) it is said:

- "This affirmation, like the Reformation doctrine of justification by faith alone, serves as a
criterion for judging all church practices, structures, and traditions precisely because its
counterpart is 'Christ alone' (solus Christus). He alone is to be ultimately trusted as the one
mediator through whom God in the Holy Spirit pours out his saving gifts. All of us in this
dialogue affirm that all Christian teachings, practices, and offices should so function as to
foster 'the obedience of faith' (Rom. 1:5) in God's saving action in Christ Jesus alone through



the Holy Spirit, for the salvation of the faithful and the praise and honor of the heavenly
Father" (USA, no. 160).

- "For that reason, the doctrine of justification - and, above all, its biblical foundation - will
always retain a special function in the church. That function is continually to remind
Christians that we sinners live solely from the forgiving love of God, which we merely allow
to be bestowed on us, but which we in no way - in however modified a form - ’earn’ or are
able to tie down to any preconditions or postconditions. The doctrine of justification therefore
becomes the touchstone for testing at all times whether a particular interpretation of our
relationship to God can claim the name of Christian.’ At the same time, it becomes the
touchstone for the church, for testing at all times whether its proclamation and its praxis
correspond to what has been given to it by its Lord" (LV:E 69).

- "An agreement on the fact that the doctrine of justification is significant not only as one
doctrinal component within the whole of our church’s teaching, but also as the touchstone for
testing the whole doctrine and practice of our churches, is - from a Lutheran point of view -
fundamental progress in the ecumenical dialogue between our churches. It cannot be
welcomed enough" (VELKD 95, 20-26; cf. 157).

- "For Lutherans and Catholics, the doctrine of justification has a different status in the
hierarchy of truth; but both sides agree that the doctrine of justification has its specific
function in the fact that it is ‘the touchstone for testing at all times whether a particular
interpretation of our relationship to God can claim the name of "Christian". At the same time
it becomes the touchstone for the church, for testing at all times whether its proclamation and
its praxis correspond to what has been given to it by its Lord’ (LV:E 69). The criteriological
significance of the doctrine of justification for sacramentology, ecclesiology and ethical
teachings still deserves to be studied further" (PCPCU 96).

For 4.1: Human Powerlessness and Sin in Relation to Justification (paras 19-21) (LV:E 42ff;
46; VELKD 77-81; 83f)

- "Those in whom sin reigns can do nothing to merit justification, which is the free gift of
God’s grace. Even the beginnings of justification, for example, repentance, prayer for grace,
and desire for forgiveness, must be God’s work in us" (USA, no. 156.3).

- "Both are concerned to make it clear that ... human beings cannot ... cast a sideways glance
at their own endeavors ... But a response is not a ‘work.’ The response of faith is itself brought
about through the uncoercible word of promise which comes to human beings from outside
themselves. There can be ‘cooperation’ only in the sense that in faith the heart is involved,
when the Word touches it and creates faith" (L'V:E 46f).

- "Where, however, Lutheran teaching construes the relation of God to his human creatures in
Justification with such emphasis on the divine 'monergism’ or the sole efficacy of Christ in
such a way, that the person’s willing acceptance of God’s grace - which is itself a gift of God -
has no essential role in justification, then the Tridentine canons 4, 5, 6 and 9 still constitute a
notable doctrinal difference on justification" (PCPCU 22).

-"The strict emphasis on the passivity of human beings concerning their justification never
meant, on the Lutheran side, to contest the full personal participation in believing; rather it
meant to exclude any cooperation in the event of justification itself. Justification is the work
of Christ alone, the work of grace alone" (VELKD 84,3-8).



For 4.2; Justification as Forgiveness of Sins and Making Righteous (paras. 22-24) (USA, nos.
98-101; LV:E 471f; VELKD 84ff; cf. also the quotations for 4.3)

- "By justification we are both declared and made righteous. Justification, therefore, is not a
legal fiction. God, in justifying, effects what he promises; he forgives sin and makes us truly
righteous" (USA, no. 156,5).

- "Protestant theology does not overlook what Catholic doctrine stresses: the creative and
renewing character of God’s love; nor does it maintain ..God’s impotence toward a sin which
is ‘merely’ forgiven in justification but which is not truly abolished in its power to divide the
sinner from God" (LV:E 49).

- "The Lutheran doctrine has never understood the ‘crediting of Christ’s justification’ as
without effect on the life of the faithful, because Christ’s word achieves what it promises.
Accordingly the Lutheran doctrine understands grace as God’s favor, but nevertheless as
effective power ..’for where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation™
(VELKD 86,15-23).

- "Catholic doctrine does not overlook what Protestant theology stresses: the personal
character of grace, and its link with the Word; nor does it maintain ..grace as an objective
‘possession’ (even if a conferred possession) on the part of the human being - something over
which he can dispose"” (LV:E 49).

For 4.3: Justification by Faith and through Grace (paras. 25-27) (USA, nos. 105ff; LV:E 49-
53; VELKD 87-90)

- "If we translate from one language to another, then Protestant talk about justification
through faith corresponds to Catholic talk about justification through grace; and on the other
hand, Protestant doctrine understands substantially under the one word ‘faith’ what Catholic
doctrine (following 1 Cor. 13:13) sums up in the triad of faith, hope, and love™ (LV:E 52).

- "We emphasize that faith in the sense of the first commandment always means love to God
and hope in him and is expressed in the love to the neighbour" (VELKD 89,8-11).

- "Catholics ..teach as do Lutherans, that nothing prior to the free gift of faith merits
justification and that all of God’s saving gifts come through Christ alone" (USA, no. 105).

- "The Reformers ..understood faith as the forgiveness and fellowship with Christ effected by
the word of promise itself .. This is the ground for the new being, through which the flesh is
dead to sin and the new man or woman in Christ has life (sola fide per Christum). But even if
this faith necessarily makes the human being new, the Christian builds his confidence, not on
his own new life, but solely on God’s gracious promise. Acceptance in Christ is sufficient, if
faith’ is understood as *rust in the promise’ (fides promissionis)" (LV:E 50).

- Cf. The Council of Trent, Session 6, Chap. 7: "Consequently, in the process of justification,
together with the forgiveness of sins a person receives, through Jesus Christ into whom he is
grafted, all these infused at the same time: faith, hope and charity" (DH 1530).

- "According to Protestant interpretation, the faith that clings unconditionally to God’s
promise in Word and Sacrament is sufficient for righteousness before God, so that the



renewal of the human being, without which there can be no faith, does not in itself make any
contribution to justification" (LV:E 52).

- "As Lutherans we maintain the distinction between justification and sanctification, of faith
and works, which however implies no separation" (VELKD 89,6-8).

- "Catholic doctrine knows itself to be at one with the Protestant concern in emphasizing that
the renewal of the human being does not ‘contribute’ to justification, and is certainly not a
contribution to which he could make any appeal before God. Nevertheless it feels compelled
to stress the renewal of the human being through justifying grace, for the sake of
acknowledging God’s newly creating power; although this renewal in faith, hope, and love is
certainly nothing but a response to God’s unfathomable grace" (LV:E 52f).

- "Insofar as the Catholic doctrine stresses that grace is personal and linked with the Word,
that renewal ..is certainly nothing but a response effected by God’s word itself, and that the
renewal of the human being does not contribute to justification, and is certainly not a
contribution to which a person could make any appeal before God, our objection ..no longer
applies" (VELKD 89,12-21).

For 4.4: The Justified as Sinner (paras. 28-30) (USA, nos. 1021f; LV:E 44ff; VELKD 81ff)

- "For however just and holy, they fall from time to time into the sins that are those of daily
existence.

What is more, the Spirit’s action does not exempt believers from the lifelong struggle against
sinful tendencies. Concupiscence and other effects of original and personal sin, according to
Catholic doctrine, remain in the justified, who therefore must pray daily to God for
forgiveness” (USA, no. 102).

- "The doctrines laid down at Trent and by the Reformers are at one in maintaining that
original sin, and also the concupiscence that remains, are in contradiction to God ..object of
the lifelong struggle against sin ..[A]fter baptism, concupiscence in the person justified no
longer cuts that person off from God; in Tridentine language, it is 'no longer sin in the real
sense’; in Lutheran phraseology, it is peccatum regnatum, ‘controlled sin™ (LV:E 46).

- "The question is how to speak of sin with regard to the justified without limiting the reality
of salvation. While Lutherans express this tension with the term ‘controlled sin’ (peccatum
regnatum) which expresses the teaching of the Christian as being justified and sinner at the
same time’ (simul iustus et peccator), Roman Catholics think the reality of salvation can only
be maintained by denying the sinful character of concupiscence. With regard to this question
a considerable rapprochement is reached if LV:E calls the concupiscence that remains in the
justified a contradiction to God’ and thus qualifies it as sin" (VELKD 82,29-39).

For 4.5: Law and Gospel (paras. 31-33)

- According to Pauline teaching this topic concerns the Jewish law as means of salvation.
This law was fulfilled and overcome in Christ. This statement and the consequences from it
have to be understood on this basis.

- With reference to Canons 19f of the Council of Trent, the VELKD (89,28-36) says as
follows:



"The ten commandments of course apply to Christians as stated in many places of the
confessions.. If Canon 20 stresses that a person ..is bound to keep the commandments of God,
this canon does not strike to us; if however Canon 20 affirms that faith has salvific power
only on condition of keeping the commandments this applies to us. Concerning the reference
of the Canon regarding the commandments of the church, there is no difference between us if
these commandments are only expressions of the commandments of God; otherwise it would
apply to us."

- The last paragraph is related factually to 4.3, but emphasizes the convicting function’ of the
law which is important to Lutheran thinking.

For 4.6: Assurance of Salvation (paras. 34-36) (LV:E 53-56; VELKD 90ff)

- "The question is: How can, and how may, human beings live before God in spite of their
weakness, and with that weakness?" (LV:E 53).

- "The foundation and the point of departure [of the Reformers is] ..the reliability and
sufficiency of God’s promise, and the power of Christ’s death and resurrection; human
weakness, and the threat to faith and salvation which that involves” (LV:E 56).

- The Council of Trent also emphasizes that "it is necessary to believe that sins are not
forgiven, nor have they ever been forgiven, save freely by the divine mercy on account of
Christ;" and that we must not doubt "the mercy of God, the merit of Christ and the power and
efficacy of the sacraments; so it is possible for anyone, while he regards himself and his own
weakness and lack of dispositions, to be anxious and fearful about his own state of grace"
(Council of Trent, Session 6, chapter 9, DH 1534).

- "Luther and his followers go a step farther. They urge that the uncertainty should not merely
be endured. We should avert our eyes from it and take seriously, practically, and personally
the objective efficacy of the absolution pronounced in the sacrament of penance, which
comes ‘from outside.’..Since Jesus said, 'Whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven’ (Matt. 16:19), the believer ..would declare Christ to be a liar ..if he did not rely with a
rock-like assurance on the forgiveness of God uttered in the absolution ..This reliance can
itself be subjectively uncertain - that the assurance of forgiveness is not a security of
forgiveness (securitas); but this must not be turned into yet another problem, so to speak: the
believer should turn his eyes away from it, and should look only to Christ’s word of
forgiveness" (LV:E 53f).

- "Today Catholics can appreciate the Reformer’s efforts to ground faith in the objective
reality of Christ’s promise, ‘whatsoever you loose on earth ...."and to focus believers on the
specific word of absolution from sins. ..Luther’s original concern to teach people to look
away from their experience, and to rely on Christ alone and his word of forgiveness [is not to
be condemned]" (PCPCU 24).

- A mutual condemnation regarding the understanding of the assurance of salvation "can even
less provide grounds for mutual objection today - particularly if we start from the foundation
of a biblically renewed concept of faith. For a person can certainly lose or renounce faith, and
self-commitment to God and his word of promise. But if he believes in this sense, he cannot
at the same time believe that God is unreliable in his word of promise. In this sense it is true
today also that - in Luther’s words - faith is the assurance of salvation" (LV:E 56).



- With reference to the concept of faith of Vatican II, see Dogmatic Constitution on Divine
Revelation, no. 5: ""The obedience of faith’..must be given to God who reveals, an obedience
by which man entrusts his whole self freely to God, offering the full submission of intellect
and will to God who reveals,’ and freely assenting to the truth revealed by Him."

- "The Lutheran distinction between the certitude (certitudo) of faith which looks alone to
Christ and earthly security (securitas), which is based on the human being, has not been dealt
with clearly enough in the LV. The question whether a Christian “has believed fully and
completely” (LV:E 53) does not arise for the Lutheran understanding, since faith never
reflects on itself, but depends completely on God, whose grace is bestowed through word and
sacrament, thus from outside (extra nos)" (VELKD 92,2-9).

For 4.7: The Good Works of the Justified (paras. 37-39) (LV:E 66ff, VELKD 901f)

- "But the Council excludes the possibility of earning grace - that is, justification - (can. 2;
DS 1552) and bases the earning or merit of efernal life on the gift of grace itself, through
membership in Christ (can. 32: DS 1582). Good works are 'merits' as a giff. Although the
Reformers attack 'Godless trust' in one's own works, the Council explicitly excludes any
notion of a claim or any false security (cap. 16: DS 1548f). It is evident ..that the Council
wishes to establish a link with Augustine, who introduced the concept of merit, in order to
express the responsibility of human beings, in spite of the '‘bestowed' character of good
works" (LV:E 66).

- If we understand the language of "cause" in Canon 24 in more personal terms, as it is done
in chapter 16 of the Decree on Justification, where the idea of communion with Christ is
foundational, then we can describe the Catholic doctrine on merit as it is done in the first
sentence of the second paragraph of 4.7: growth in grace, perseverance in righteousness
received from God and a deeper communion with Christ.

- "Many antitheses could be overcome if the misleading word ‘'merit' were simply to be
viewed and thought about in connection with the true sense of the biblical term 'wage' or
reward" (LV:E 67).

- "The Lutheran confessions stress that the justified person is responsible not to lose the grace
received but to live in it .. Thus the confessions can speak of a preservation of grace and a
growth in it. If righteousness in Canon 24 is understood in the sense that it affects human
beings, then it does not strike to us. But if 'righteousness' in Canon 24 refers to the Christian's
acceptance by God, it strikes to us; for this righteousness is always perfect; compared with it
the works of Christians are only 'fruits' and 'signs"' (VELKD 94,2-14).

- "Concerning Canon 26, we refer to the Apology where eternal life is described as reward:
'..We grant that eternal life is a reward because it is something that is owed - not because of
our merits but because of the promise' (VELKD 94,20-24).
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http://www.victorianweb.org/religion/39articles.html

The 39 Articles repudiate teachings and practices that Protestants in general condemned in the
Catholic church. For example, they deny the teachings concerning Transubstantiation (XXVIII),
the sacrifice of the Mass (XXXI), and the sinlessness of Our Lady (XV). However, they affirm
that Scripture is the final authority on salvation (VI), Adam's fall compromised human free will
(X), both bread and wine should be served to all in the Lord's Supper (XXX), and that ministers
may marry (XXXII).

Article I: Of Faith in the Holy Trinity

There is but one living and true God, everlasting, without body, parts, or passions; of infinite
power, wisdom, and goodness; the Maker, and Preserver of all things both visible and invisible.
And in unity of this Godhead there be three Persons, of one substance, power, and eternity; the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.

Article II: Of the Word or Son of God, which was made very Man

The Son, which is the Word of the Father, begotten from everlasting of the Father, the very and
eternal God, and of one substance with the Father, took Man's nature in the womb of the blessed
Virgin, of her substance: so that two whole and perfect Natures, that is to say, the Godhead and
Manhood, were joined together in one Person, never to be divided, whereof is one Christ, very

God, and very Man; who truly suffered, was crucified, dead, and buried, to reconcile His Father
to us, and to be a sacrifice, not only for original guilt, but also for all actual sins of men.

Article II1: Of the going down of Christ into Hell

As Christ died for us, and was buried, so also is it to be believed, that he went down into Hell.

Article I'V: Of the Resurrection of Christ
Christ did truly rise again from death, and took again his body, with flesh, bones, and all things

appertaining to the perfection of Man's nature; wherewith he ascended into Heaven, and there
sitteth, until he return to judge all Men at the last day.

Article V: Of the Holy Ghost

The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father and the Son, is of one substance, majesty, and
glory, with the Father and the Son, very and eternal God.

Article VI: Of the Sufficiency of the holy Scriptures for salvation
Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation: so that whatsoever is not read therein,

nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be believed as an
article of the Faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation. In the name of the holy
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Scripture, we do understand those Canonical books of the Old and New Testament, of whose
authority was never any doubt in the Church.

Of the Names and Number of the Canonical Books

Genesis The First Book of Chronicles
Exodus The Second Book of Chronicles
Leviticus The First Book of Esdras
Numbers The Second Book of Esdras
Deuteronomy The Book of Esther

Joshua The Book of Job

Judges The Psalms

Futh The Proverbs

The First Book of Samuel  Ecclesiastes or Preacher

The Second Book of Samuel Cantica, or Songs of Solomon
The First Book of Kings Four Prophets the greater

The Second Book of Kings Twelve Prophets the less

And the other Books (as Hierome saith) the Church doth read for example of life and instruction
of manners; but yet doth it not apply them to establish any doctrine; such are these following:

The Third Book of Esdras Baruch the Prophet
The Fourth Book of Esdras  The Song of the Three Children

The Book of Tobias The Story of Susanna

The Book of Judith Of Bel and the Dragon

The rest of the Book of Esther The Prayer of Manasses

The Book of Wisdom The First Book of Maccabees
Jesus the Son of Sirach The Second Book of Maccabees

All the Books of the New Testament, as they are commonly received, we do receive, and account
them Canonical.

Article VII: Of the Old Testament

The Old Testament is not contrary to the New: for both in the Old and New Testament
everlasting life is offered to Mankind by Christ, who is the only Mediator between God and Man,
being both God and Man. Wherefore there are not to be heard, which feign that the old Fathers
did look only for transitory promises. Although the Law given from God by Moses, as touching
Ceremonies and Rites, do not bind Christian men, nor the Civil precepts thereof ought of
necessity to be received in any commonwealth; yet, notwithstanding, no Christian man
whatsoever is free from the obedience of the Commandments which are called Moral.

Article VIII: Of the Three Creeds
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The Three Creeds, Nicene Creed, Athanasius's Creed, and that which is commonly called the
Apostles' Creed, ought thoroughly to be received and believed: for they may be proved by most
certain warrants of holy Scripture.

Article IX: Of Original or Birth-Sin

Original Sin standeth not in the following of Adam, (as the Pelagians do vainly talk), but it is the
fault and corruption of the Nature of every man, that naturally is ingendered of the offspring of
Adam; whereby man is very far gone from original righteousness, and is of his own nature
inclined to evil, so that the flesh lusteth always contrary to the spirit; and therefore in every
person born into this world, it deserveth God's wrath and damnation. And this infection of nature
doth remain, yea, in them that are regenerated; whereby the lust of the flesh, called in Greek,
phronema sarkos, which some do expound the wisdom, some sensuality, some the affection,
some the desire, of the flesh, is not subject to the Law of God. And although there is no
condemnation for them that believe and are baptized, yet the Apostle doth confess, that
concupiscence and lust hath of itself the nature of sin.

Article X: Of Free-Will

The condition of Man after the fall of Adam is such, that he cannot turn and prepare himself, by
his own natural strength and good works, to faith, and calling upon God: Wherefore we have no
power to do good works pleasant and acceptable to God, without the grace of God by Christ

preventing us, that we may have a good will, and working with us, when we have that good will.

Article XI: Of the Justification of Man

We are accounted righteous before God, only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
by Faith, and not for our own works or deservings: Wherefore, that we are justified by Faith only
is a most wholesome Doctrine, and very full of comfort, as more largely is expressed in the
Homily of Justification.

Article XII: Of Good Works

Albeit that Good Works, which are the fruits of Faith, and follow after Justification, cannot put
away our sins, and endure the severity of God's Judgement; yet are they pleasing and acceptable
to God in Christ, and do spring out necessarily of a true and lively Faith; insomuch that by them
a lively Faith may be as evidently known as a tree discerned by the fruit.

Article XIII: Of Works before Justification

Works done before the grace of Christ, and the Inspiration of his Spirit, are not pleasant to God,
forasmuch as they spring not of faith in Jesus Christ, neither do they make men meet to receive
grace, or (as the School-authors say) deserve grace of congruity: yea, rather, for that they are not
done as God hath willed and commanded them to be done, we doubt not but they have the nature
of sin.
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Article XIV: Of Works of Supererogation

Voluntary Works besides, over, and above, God's Commandments, which they call Works of
Supererogation, cannot be taught without arrogancy and impiety: for by them men do declare,
that they do not only render unto God as much as they are bound to do, but that they do more for
his sake, than of bounden duty is required: whereas Christ saith plainly, When ye have done all
that are commanded to you, say, We are unprofitable servants.

Article XV: Of Christ alone without Sin

Christ in the truth of our nature was made like unto us in all things, sin only except, from which
he was clearly void, both in his flesh, and in his spirit. He came to be the Lamb without spot,
who, by sacrifice of himself once made, should take away the sins of the world, and sin, as Saint
John saith, was not in him. But all we the rest, although baptized, and born again in Christ, yet
offend in many things; and if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.

Article XVI: Of Sin after Baptism

Not every deadly sin willingly commited after Baptism is sin against the Holy Ghost, and
unpardonable. Wherefore the grant of repentance is not to be denied to such as fall into sin after
Baptism. After we have received the Holy Ghost, we may depart from grace given, and fall into
sin, and by the grace of God we may arise again, and amend our lives. And therefore they are to
be condemned, which say, thay can no more sin as long as they live here, or deny the place of
forgiveness to such as truly repent.

Article XVII: Of Predestination and Election

Predestination to Life is the everlasting purpose of God, whereby (before the foundations of the
world were laid) he hath constantly decreed by his counsel secret to us, to deliver from curse and
damnation those whom he hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to bring them by Christ to
everlasting salvation, as vessels made to honour. Wherefore, they which be endued with so
excellent a benefit of God be called according to God's purpose by his Spirit working in due
season: they through Grace obey the calling: they be justified freely: they be made sons of God
by adoption: they be made like the image of his only-begotten Son Jesus Christ: they walk
religiously in good works, and at length, by God's mercy, they attain to everlasting felicity.

As the godly consideration of Predestination, and our Election in Christ, is full of sweet,
pleasant, and unspeakable comfort to godly persons, and such as feel in themselves the working
of the Spirit of Christ, mortifying the works of the flesh, and their earthly members, and drawing
up their mind to high and heavenly things, as well because it doth greatly establish and confirm
their faith of eternal Salvation to be enjoyed through Christ, as because it doth fervently kindle
their love towards God: So, for curious and carnal persons, lacking the Spirit of Christ, to have
continually before their eyes the sentence of God's Predestination, is a most dangerous downfal,
whereby the Devil doth thrust them either into desperation, or into wretchlessness of most
unclean living, no less perilous than desperation.
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Furthermore, we must receive God's promises in such wise, as they be generally set forth to us in
holy Scripture: and, in our doings, that Will of God is to be followed, which we have expressly
declared unto us in the Word of God.

Article XVIII: Of obtaining eternal Salvation only by the Name of Christ

They also are to be had accursed that presume to say, That every man shall be saved by the Law
or Sect which he professeth, so that he be diligent to frame his life according to that Law, and the
light of Nature. For holy Scripture doth set out unto us only the Name of Jesus Christ, whereby
men must be saved.

Article XIX: Of the Church

The visible Church of Christ is a congregation of faithful men, in the which the pure Word of
God is preached, and the Sacraments be duly ministered according to Christ's ordinance in all
those things that of necessity are requisite to the same.

As the Church of Jerusalem, Alexandria, and Antioch have erred: so also the Church of Rome
hath erred, not only in their living and manner of Ceremonies, but also in matters of Faith.

Article XX: Of the Authority of the Church

The Church hath power to decree Rites or Ceremonies, and authority in Controversies of Faith:
And yet it is not lawful for the Church to ordain anything contrary to God's Word written, neither
may it so expound one place of Scripture, that it be repugnant to another. Wherefore, although
the Church be a witness and a keeper of holy Writ, yet, as it ought not to decree any thing against
the same, so besides the same ought it not to enforce any thing to be believed for necessity of
Salvation.

Article XXI: Of the Authority of General Councils

General Councils may not be gathered together without the commandment and will of Princes.
And when they be gathered together, (forasmuch as they be an assembly of men, whereof all be
not governed with the Spirit and Word of God,) they may err, and sometimes have erred, even in
things pertaining unto God. Wherefore things ordained by them as necessary to salvation have
neither strength nor authority, unless it may be declared that they be taken out of holy Scripture.

Article XXII: Of Purgatory
The Romish Doctrine concerning Purgatory, Pardons, Worshipping, and Adoration as well of
Images as of Reliques, and also invocation of Saints, is a fond thing vainly invented, and

grounded upon no warranty of Scripture, but rather repugnant to the Word of God.

Article XXIII: Of Ministering in the Congregation
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[t is not lawful for any man to take upon him the office of publick preaching, or ministering the
Sacraments in the Congregation, before he be lawfully called, and sent to execute the same. And
those we ought to judge lawfully called and sent, which be chosen and called to this work by
men who have publick authority given unto them in the Congregation, to call and send Ministers
into the Lord's vineyard.

Article XXIV: Of speaking in the Congregation in such a tongue as the people
understandeth

[t is a thing plainly repugnant to the Word of God, and the custom of the Primitive Church, to
have publick Prayer in the Church, or to minister the Sacraments in a tongue not understanded of
the people.

Article XXV: Of the Sacraments

Sacraments ordained of Christ be not only badges or tokens of Christian men's profession, but
rather they be certain sure witnesses, and effectual signs of grace, and God's good will towards
us, by the which he doth work invisibly in us, and doth not only quicken, but also strengthen and
confirm our Faith in him.

There are two Sacraments ordained of Christ our Lord in the Gospel, that is to say, Baptism, and
the Supper of the Lord.

Those five commonly called Sacraments, that is to say, Confirmation, Penance, Orders,
Matrimony, and extreme Unction, are not to be counted for Sacraments of the Gospel, being such
as have grown partly of the corrupt following of the Apostles, partly are states of life allowed in
the Scriptures; but yet have not like nature of Sacraments with Baptism, and the Lord's Supper,
for that they have not any visible sign or ceremony ordained of God.

The Sacraments were not ordained of Christ to be gazed upon, or to be carried about, but that we
should duly use them. And in such only as worthily receive the same have they a wholesome
effect or operation: but they that receive them unworthily purchase to themselves damnation, as
Saint Paul saith.

Article XXVI: Of the Unworthiness of the Ministers, which hinders not the effect
of the Sacrament

Although in the visible Church the evil be ever mingled with the good, and sometimes the evil
have chief authority in the Ministration of the Word and Sacraments, yet forasmuch as they do
not the same in their own name, but in Christ's, and do minister by his commission and authority,
we may use their Ministry, both in hearing the Word of God, and in the receiving of the
Sacraments. Neither is the effect of Christ's ordinance taken away by their wickedness, nor the
grace of God's gifts diminished from such as by faith and rightly do receive the Sacraments
ministered unto them; which be effectual, because of Christ's institution and promise, although
they be ministered by evil men.
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Nevertheless it appertaineth to the discipline of the Church, that inquiry be made of evil
Ministers, and that they be accused by those that have knowledge of their offences; and finally
being found guilty, by just judgement be deposed.

Article XXVII: Of Baptism

Baptism is not only a sign of profession, and mark of difference, whereby Christian men are
discerned from others that be not christened, but is also a sign of Regeneration or new Birth,
whereby, as by an instrument, they that receive Baptism rightly are grafted into the Church; the
promises of the forgiveness of sin, and of our adoption to be the sons of God by the Holy Ghost,
are visibly signed and sealed; Faith is confirmed, and Grace increased by virtue of prayer unto
God. The Baptism of young Children is in any wise to be retained in the Church, as most
agreeable with the institution of Christ.

Article XXVIII: Of the Lord's Supper

The Supper of the Lord is not only a sign of the love that Christians ought to have among
themselves one to another; but rather it is a Sacrament of our Redemption by Christ's death:
insomuch that to such as rightly, worthily, and with faith, receive the same, the Bread which we
break is a partaking of the Body of Christ; and likewise the Cup of Blessing is a partaking of the
Blood of Christ.

Transubstantiation (or the change of the substance of Bread and Wine) in the Supper of the Lord,
cannot be proved by holy Writ; but is repugnant to the plain words of Scripture, overthroweth the
nature of a Sacrament, and hath given occasion to many superstitions.

The Body of Christ is given, taken, and eaten, in the Supper, only after an heavenly and spiritual
manner. And the mean whereby the Body of Christ is received and eaten in the Supper is Faith.

The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was not by Christ's ordinance reserved, carried about, lifted
up, or worshipped.

Article XXIX: Of the Wicked which do not eat the Body of Christ in the use of
the Lord's Supper

The Wicked, and such as be void of a lively faith, although they do carnally and visibly press
with their teeth (as Saint Augustine saith) the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ, yet in
no wise are they partakers of Christ: but rather, to their condemnation, do eat and drink the sign
or Sacrament of so great a thing.

Article XXX: Of both kinds
The Cup of the Lord is not to be denied to the Lay-people; for both the parts of the Lord's

Sacrament, by Christ's ordinance and commandment, ought to be ministered to all Christian men
alike.
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Article XXXI: Of the one Oblation of Christ finished upon the Cross

The Offering of Christ once made is that perfect redemption, propitiation, and satisfaction, for all
the sins of the whole world, both original and actual; and there is none other satisfaction for sin,
but that alone. Wherefore the sacrifices of Masses, in the which it was commonly said, that the
Priest did offer Christ for the quick and the dead, to have remission of pain or guilt, were
blasphemous fables, and dangerous deceits.

Article XXXII: Of the Marriage of Priests

Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, are not commanded by God's Law, either to vow the estate of
single life, or to abstain from marriage: therefore it is lawful for them, as for all other Christian
men, to marry at their own discretion, as they shall judge the same to serve better to godliness.

Article XXXIII: Of Excommunicated Persons, how they are to be avoided

That person which by open denunciation of the Church is rightly cut off from the unity of the
Church, and excummunicated, ought to be taken of the whole multitude of the faithful, as an
Heathen and Publican, until he be openly reconciled by penance, and received into the Church by
a Judge that hath authority thereunto.

Article XXXIV: Of the Traditions of the Church

It is not necessary that Traditions and Ceremonies be in all places one, and utterly like; for at all
times they have been divers, and may be changed according to the diversities of countries, times,
and men's manners, so that nothing be ordained against God's Word. Whosoever through his
private judgement, willingly and purposely, doth openly break the traditions and ceremonies of
the Church, which be not repugnant to the Word of God, and be ordained and approved by
common authority, ought to be rebuked openly, (that others may fear to do the like,) as he that
offendeth against the common order of the Church, and hurteth the authority of the Magistrate,
and woundeth the consciences of the weak brethren.

Every particular or national Church hath authority to ordain, change, and abolish, ceremonies or
rites of the Church ordained only by man's authority, so that all things be done to edifying.

Article XXXV: Of Homilies

The second Book of Homilies, the several titles whereof we have joined under this Article, doth
contain a godly and wholesome Doctrine, and necessary for these times, as doth the former Book
of Homilies, which were set forth in the time of Edward the Sixth; and therefore we judge them
to be read in Churches by the Ministers, diligently and distinctly, that they may be understanded
of the people.

Of the Names of the Homilies

1. Of'the right Use of the Church.
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Against peril of Idolatry.

Of the repairing and keeping clean of Churches.

Of good Works: first of Fasting.

Against Gluttony and Drunkenness.

Against Excess of Apparel.

Of Prayer.

Of the Place and Time of Prayer.

9. That Common Prayers and Sacraments ought to be ministered in a known tongue.
10. Of the reverent estimation of God's Word.

11. Of Alms-doing.

12. Of the Nativity of Christ.

13. Of the Passion of Christ.

14. Of the Resurrection of Christ.

15. Of the worthy receiving of the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ.
16. Of the Gifts of the Holy Ghost.

17. For the Rogation-days.

18. Of the State of Matrimony.

19. Of Repentance.

20. Against Idleness.

21. Against Rebellion.
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Article XXXVI: Of Consecration of Bishops and Ministers

The Book of Consecration of Archbishops and Bishops, and Ordering of Priests and Deacons,
lately set forth in the time of Edward the Sixth, and confirmed at the same time by authority of
Parliament, doth contain all things necessary to such Consecration and Ordering: neither hath it
any thing, that of itself is superstitious or ungodly. And therefore whosoever are consecrated or
ordered according to the Rites of that Book, since the second year of the forenamed King
Edward unto this time, or hereafter shall be consecrated or ordered according to the same Rites;
we decree all such to be rightly, orderly, and lawfully consecrated or ordered.

Article XXXVII: Of the Civil Magistrates

The Queen's Majesty hath the chief power in this Realm of England, and other her Dominions,
unto whom the chief Government of all Estates of this Realm, whether they be Ecclesiastical or
Civil, in all causes doth appertain, and is not, nor ought to be, subject to any foreign Jurisdiction.

Where we attribute to the Queen's Majesty the chief government, by which Titles we understand
the minds of some slanderous folks to be offended; we give not to our Princes the ministering
either of God's Word, or of the Sacraments, the which thing the Injunctions also lately set forth
by Elizabeth our Queen doth most plainly testify; but only that prerogative, which we see to have
been given always to all godly Princes in holy Scriptures by God himself; that is, that they
should rule all estates and degrees committed to their charge by God, whether they be
Ecclesiastical or Temporal, and restrain with the civil sword the stubborn and evildoers.

The Bishop of Rome hath no jurisdiction in this Realm of England.
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The Laws of the Realm may punish Christian men with death, for heinous and grievous offences.

It is lawful for Christian men, at the commandment of the Magistrate, to wear weapons, and
serve in the wars.

Article XXXVIII: Of Christian men's Goods, which are not common

The Riches and Goods of Christians are not common, as touching the right, title, and possession
of the same, as certain Anabaptists do falsely boast. Notwithstanding, every man ought, of such
things as he possesseth, liberally to give alms to the poor, according to his ability.

Article XXXIX: Of a Christian man's Qath

As we confess that vain and rash Swearing is forbidden Christian men by our Lord Jesus Christ,
and James his Apostle, so we judge, that Christian Religion doth not prohibit, but that a man may
swear when the Magistrate requireth, in a cause of faith and charity, so it be done according to
the Prophet's teaching, in justice, judgement, and truth.
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14.11 John Calvin on Usury
Beaty 1991: 13943

First, there is no scriptural passage that totally bans all usury. . . .

Now we are accustomed to lending money where it will be safe. But we
ought to help the poor, where our money will be at risk. For Christ’s words
far more emphasize our remembering the poor than our remembering the
rich. Nonetheless, we need not conclude that all usury is forbidden.

The law of Moses [Deut. 23:19] is quite diplomatic, restraining us to act
only within the bounds of equity and human reason. To be certain, it would
be desirable if usurers were chased from every country, . .. But since that is
impossible, we ought at least to use it for the common good. . . .

What am 1 to say, except that usury almost always travels with two
inseparable companions: tyrannical cruelty and the art of deception. This is
why the Holy Spirit elsewhere advises all holy men, who praise and fear
God, to abstain from usury, so much so that it is rare to find a good man
who also practices usury. . . .

I conclude that we ought not to judge usury according to a few passages
of scripture, but in accordance with the principle of equity. . . .

I must reiterate that when [ approve of some usury, I am not extending
my approval to all its forms. Furthermore, I disapprove of anyone engaging
in usury as his form of occupation. Finally, I grant nothing without listing
these additional exceptions.

The first is that no one should take interest [usury] from the poor, and no
one, destitute by virtue of indigence or some affliction or calamity, should
be forced into it. The second exception is that whoever lends should not be
so preoccupied with gain as to neglect his necessary duties, nor, wishing to
protect his money, disdain his poor brothers. The third exception is that no
principle be followed that is not in accord with natural equity. ... The
fourth exception is that whoever borrows should make as least as much, if
not more than the amount borrowed. In the fifth place, we ought not to
determine what is lawful by basing it on the common practice or in
accordance with the iniquity of the world, but should base it on a principle
derived from the Word of God. In the sixth place, we ought not to consider
only the private advantage of those with whom we deal but should keep in
mind what is best for the common good. For it is quite obvious that the
interest a merchant pays is a public fee. Thus we should see that the contract
will benefit all rather than hurt. In the seventh place, one ought not to
exceed the rate that a country’s public laws allow. . . . Therefore one ought
to prefer a principle of equity that can curtail abuse. . . .
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