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(2) The Creed is a rule of faith briefly compiled so as to instruct the mind without burdening the memory. It is expressed in few words, from which, however, much instruction may be drawn. ‘I believe in God the Father Almighty.' See how quickly it is said and how much it signifies! God 
exists and He is the Father: God by His power; Father, by His goodness. How fortunate we are who have discovered that God is our Father! Let us, therefore, believe in Him, and let us promise ourselves all things from His mercy, because He is omnipotent. On that account we believe in God the Father Almighty. 

Let no one say: 'He is not able to forgive me my sins.’
How can the Omnipotent lack that power? 
But you say: ‘I have sinned much.’
I answer: 'But He is omnipotent.' 
You insist: 'I have committed sins of such a nature that I cannot be freed or cleansed from them.' I reply: 'But He is omnipotent.’
See what you sing in the psalm: "Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget all he hath done for thee. Who forgiveth all thy iniquities: who healeth all thy diseases."  

In addition to all this, His omnipotence is necessary for us inasmuch as it was necessary for all creation in order that it might be created. He is omnipotent to make things great and small; He is omnipotent to make things heavenly and earthly; He is omnipotent to make things immortal and mortal; He is omnipotent to make things spiritual and corporeal ; He is omnipotent to make things visible and invisible ; He is great amid great things and He is not small amid the smallest. In a word. He is omnipotent to make all things which He may have desired to make. But I also mention what He cannot do: He cannot die; He cannot sin; He cannot deceive; He cannot be deceived. Such things He cannot do; were He able to do those things, He would not be omnipotent. Therefore, believe in Him and extol Him, for with the heart a man believes unto justice, and with the mouth profession of faith is made unto salvation.

It is fitting, then, that since you have believed you acknowledge it when you recite the Creed. Take now what you may keep for a time, and afterwards return, and never forget. 

(3) After these introductory words, what follows? 'And in Jesus Christ. 5 You say: T believe in God the Father Almighty, and in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord. 3 If only Son, then equal to the Father; if only Son, then of the same substance as is the Father; if only Son, then of the same omnipotence as is the Father; if only Son, then co-eternal with the Father. All this He is in Himself, and with Himself, and with the Father. 

What is He for our sake? What is He to us? Who was conceived of the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary. Behold who comes, to whom He comes, and how. Through the Virgin Mary in whom, not an ordinary human husband, but the Holy Spirit operated, making the chaste one fruitful and preserving her chastity inviolate. Thus, therefore, the Lord Christ was clothed with human flesh; thus did He who made man become Man, by taking upon Himself what He was not without losing what He was. For 'the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.'  The Word was not changed into flesh, but, remaining the Word after He had assumed flesh, He who had always been invisible, became visible when He wished and He 'dwelt among us.’  What does 'among us' mean? Among men. He, the one and only-begotten, became one of the multitude of men. He is the only-begotten of the Father; what is He in our regard? He is our only Saviour; no one except Him is our Saviour. And He is our only Redeemer; no one except Him has redeemed us, and that, not with gold or silver, but with His blood. 
…

(8) Now, that which follows pertains to us: 'I believe in the holy Church’ We constitute the Church, but I do not say  ‘we' in such a way as to include only those who are here, who now hear me. [I include] as many faithful Christians as are here, by the grace of God, in this church, that is, in this city, as many as are in this region, as many as are in this province, as many as are across the sea, as many as are in the whole world, since ‘from the rising of the sun 
unto the going down of the same, the name of the Lord is worthy of praise’ Thus, the Catholic Church, our true mother, true bride of her Spouse, exists today. Let us honor her because she is the bride of so great a Lord. 

And He came and made her a virgin; He made the Church a virgin. She is a virgin in faith. He has a few nuns, virgins in the flesh; He ought to have all, women and men alike, virgins in the 
faith. For there chastity, purity, and holiness ought to exist. ..The Church is a virgin. Are you, perhaps, going to say to me: 'If the Church is a virgin, how does she bring forth children? Or, if she does not bring forth children, how did we give our names so that we might be born of her?' I answer: 'She is a virgin and she also brings forth children.' She imitates Mary who gave birth to the Lord. Did not the holy Mary bring forth her Child and remain a virgin? So, too, the Church both brings forth children and is a virgin. And if you would give some consideration to the matter, she brings forth Christ, because they who are baptized are His members. 'You are,' said the Apostle, 'the body of Christ and his members.' If, therefore, the Church brings forth the members of Christ, she is very like to Mary. 

[bookmark: _GoBack](10) God our Father, can do all these things In us. Why? Because we believe in God the Father Almighty. Therefore, hold what we have set before you and what we have explained as to how God has deigned to give. 

