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Augustine wrote in Books

Chapters (roman numerals) late 15th C

Paragraphs, 17th C
Typically reference Book, Chapter, Paragraph: (I, i,1)
Book I (focus on vi)
Synopsis

Augustine is born, learns language (birth to 12 years)
Goes to grammar school; does not learn Greek

Beaten at school

Loves to win at games

Nearly dies; almost baptized

Augustine looks critically not only at his own life, but the life around him

Relationships

Nurses give milk as an instinct from God (vi, 7)
Infant throws tantrum to get his way (vi, 8)

Understand oneself by analogy with others (vi, 10)
Prays to God not to be caned at school (ix, 14)

God: orderer and creator of all things in nature, but of sinners only the orderer (x, 16)

Your laws have the power to recall us from easy comforts which take us away from you (xiv, 23)

Sin and Evil

Feebleness of infant’s limbs is innocent, not the mind (vii, 11)
Importance of Augustine to do well in school to satisfy elders pride, honors, riches (ix, 14)

Appetite for public shows; adults beat children to learn so that they can give shows (x, 16)

The punishment of every disordered mind is its own disorder (xii, 19)

The veils over elite schools do not signify elite teaching as covering errors (xiii, 22)

Lawyers careful about use of language, but indifferent that may lead to an execution (xvii, 29)

Lies to play hooky, cheats to win, steals from parents (xix, 30)

My sin consisted in this: I sought pleasure, sublimity and truth not in God but in his creatures, in myself, in other created things. (xx, 31)

Questions

Grant me to know and understand which comes first to call upon you or to praise you (i, 1)

Was there a period of my life which preceded infancy? (vi, 9)

What was your purpose in deferring my baptism? (xi, 18)
Key quotes

Heart is restless until it rests in Thee (i, 1)

God’s Today, simultaneity (vi, 10)

So tiny a child, so great a sinner (xii, 19)

Other Points

Theory of language and signs

Human hypocrisy (no truth): adults wrt children; Augustine wrt friends 

Book II (focus on iii)
Synopsis

Augustine goes away to school in Maduras (age 13 – 17 years)

Discovers sex

Father wants to send him to expensive school in Carthage, but has to raise money

Relationships

Augustine with his readers (iii, 5)

Father wants Augustine to be well educated (iii, 5) and he wants grandchildren (iii, 6)
Mother closer to God than Father (iii, 6)

Mother’s warnings about sexuality were actually from God (iii, 7)

Human friendship is also a nest of love and gentleness because of the unity it brings about (v, 10)

Friendship can be a dangerous enemy (ix, 17)

Sin and evil

I turned from unity in you to be lost in multiplicity (i, 1)
Committed sins to impress friends; even invented stories of sexual exploits that did not occur (iii, 7)
Mother does not want him to marry, might affect his career (iii, 7)

Pear tree: no motive for my wickedness except wickedness itself (iv, 9)
Pride imitates what is lofty (vi, 12); in their perverted way all humans imitate you (vi, 14)

I attribute to God’s grace evil acts I have not done (vii, 15)

Had I been alone, I would not have done it (viii, 16)

Questions

What was the nature of the pleasure in my theft? (vi, 12)
Famous quotes

Single desire was to love and be loved (ii, 2)
Our pleasure lay in doing what was not allowed (iv, 9)

Other points

List of sins and the distorted objects (vi, 13)
Anti-Pelagian, Christ the Physician of the soul (vii, 15)

Book III (focus on vii)
Synopsis

Augustine goes to Carthage (age 17 – 19 years)

Captivated by theater
Reads Old Testament

Becomes a Manichee hearer 
Father dies

Mother prays for Augustine

Relationships

At times suffering can be proper object of love (ii, 3)
Friendship; From a heavenly serenity it si altered by its own consent into something twisted and distorted. (ii, 3)

Today I have more pity for a person who rejoices in wickedness than for a person who has the feeling of having suffered hard knocks (ii, 3)

Monica’s dream (xi, 19)

Monica and bishop (xii, 12)

Sin and evil

Only wants to enjoy body of beloved, leads to jealousy, suspicion, envy, fear, anger, contention (i, 1)

Starts an affair in church (iii, 5)

The Wreckers used wantonly to persecute shy and unknown freshmen (iii, 6)
Conceit shunned the Old Testament (v, 9)
What vicious acts can hurt you? Their wicked actions are against their own wills (viii-16)
Two kinds of wickedness: lust of domination, sensual (viii, 16)

Sin: brazen delight in collapse of the restraints of human society, and in private indulging of personal likes and dislikes (viii, 16)

Questions

Where does evil come from? (vii, 12)

Is justice liable to variation and change? No (vii, 13)
Famous quotes

I was in love with love (i, 1)
The liberty I loved was merely that of a run-away slave. (iii, 5)

A just human society is one that submits to you (ix, 17)

Other points
What is true and real, what is false
Hortensius, effect of what one reads (iv, 7)

Relationship of human law and eternal law (vii, 13- ix-17)  [epitome of City of God]
Book IV (focus on xv)
Synopsis

Augustine starts his career as a teacher (age 19 -28 years)
Takes common law wife, has a son

Close friend baptized and dies

Writes a book, The Beautiful and the Fitting

Reads and discards Aristotle’s Categories
Relationships

Taught tricks of rhetoric, prefers virtuous students (ii, 2)
By direct experience, learned difference between partnership of marriage and mutual consent for sex (ii, 2)

Children compel parents to love them (ii, 2)

Fatherly man explains why astrology is wrong (iii, 5) [compare with Patricius]
Friendship based on identical interests (iv, 7)

True friendship bound together in love by Holy Spirit (iv, 7)

Misery is the state of every soul overcome by friendship with mortal things and lacerated when they are lost (vi, 11)

Loved people on the basis of human judgment, not on your judgment (xiv, 22)

Sin and evil

Becomes superstitious (i, 1)
Consults astrologers (iii, 4)
False understanding of evil (xv, 24)

Questions

Without you what am I to myself but a guide to my own self destruction (i, 1)
I had become a vast problem to myself. I questioned my soul: Why are you sad and why are you very distressed? (iv, 9) [compare to ‘delightful’ feelings of sadness from watching plays]

How does it come about that various kinds of love are felt in a single soul with different degrees of weight? (xiv, 22)

Famous quotes

I thought that since death consumed him, it was suddenly going to engulf all humanity. (vi, 11)
I had become to myself a place of unhappiness in which I could not bear to be; but I could not escape from myself. (vii, 12)

Other points
The description of grief (iv,9 – vii, 12)
The healing qualities of time (viii, 13)

Christology and rest in Christ (x,15-xii, 19)
