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Themes Across Books

At war with myself

God is not found in space

Jesus the Word and Way
Book V

Synopsis

Augustine teaches rhetoric in Carthage
Unimpressed with Faustus, Manichee bishop

Manichees get astronomy wrong

Augustine goes to Rome to find better students

Becomes ill in Rome

Roman students do not pay him

Becomes an Academic

Goes to Milan and meets Ambrose

Becomes a catechumen
Relationships

Mother loves him deeply, compared to birth pangs ix.16

Please with Ambrose was the charm of his speech xiii.23

Sin and Evil

Fine style does not make something true vi.11
Augustine lies to Monica about sailing viii.15

Augustine laughs at the counsels of holy medicine ix.16

Believes an alien nature leads us to sin x.18

Evil is a kind of substance x.20

Questions

Is my memory correct? vi.11
Famous quotes

Lord God of truth, surely the person with a scientific knowledge of nature is not pleasing to you on that ground alone. iv.7

It becomes an obstacle if he thinks his view of nature belongs to he very form of orthodox doctrine, and dares obstinately to affirm something he does not understand. v.9
Other Points

Relation of physics to faith v.9

Book VI

Synopsis

Mother joins Augustine in Milan
Monica told not to go to martyrs’ tombs by Ambrose

Ambrose reads silently xi.18
Augustine sees beggar

Alypius: gladiators, falsely accused of theft viii.13-ix.15
Monica arranges a marriage for Augustine; concubine sent away xv.25
Relationships

Difference between Ambrose and Faustus
Friendship of Alypius and Nebredius to earlier friendships

Difference between Augustine and beggar, which is happier vi.9
Sin and Evil

Alypius’ addition to watching violence viii.13
Augustine does not see how he can live without sex xv.25
Discusses nature of good and evil wit Alypius and Nebridius xvi.26

Questions

Where should we look for the books we need? xi.18
Famous quotes
Without friends I could not be happy. xvi, 26
Book VII

Synopsis

Augustine reads Platonists
Intellectual mystical vision

Relationships

Your providence brought me a friend (Firminus) vi.8
Sin and Evil

Erroneous thinking about God connected to erroneous thinking about evil i
Astrology does not explain why Firminus and slave born simultaneously lead different lives vi.8

All things that are corrupt suffer privation xii.18

I inquired what wickedness is and I did not find a substance but a perversity of will twisted away from the highest substance xvi.22
The mystery of the Word made Flesh I had not begun to guess xix.25

Alypius and Augustine have wrong views about what Catholics believe xix.25

Questions

Where and whence is evil, how did it creep in x.7

Where was the charity which builds on the foundation of humility which is Christ Jesus?  When would the Platonists books have taught me that? xx.26
Famous quotes
By now my evil and wicked youth was dead i.1
It is either evil which we fear or our fear is evil v.7

By the Platonic books I was admonished to return into myself x.16
Step by step I ascended from bodies to the soul which perceives through the body and form there to its inward force….So in the flash of a trembling glance it attained that which is. xvii.23

Book VIII

Synopsis (age 31)
Augustine consults with Simplicianus
Story of Victorinus’s public conversion ii.3-5
Ponticianus brings Life of Antony vi.13
Scene in garden
Relationships

Who are real fathers? (see ii.3)
I told everything to Alypius…From there we went in to my mother and told her. xii.30

Sin and Evil

I was not burning with my old ambitions in hope of honor and money…But I was still tied by woman i.2
The enemy had a grip on my will and so made a chain for me.  The consequences of a distorted will is passion.  v.10

The law of sin is the violence of habit by which even the unwilling mind is dragged down v.13

We are dealing with a morbid condition of the mind which when it is lifted by truth, does not unreservedly rise to it but is weighed down by habit.  So there are two wills ix.21

Ingrained evil had more hold over me than unaccustomed good xi.25

My old loves held me back.  They tugged at eh garment of my flesh and whispered, “Are you getting rid of us?” xi.26

Questions

In every case the joy is greater, the worse the pain which has preceded it.  Why is this Lord my God? iii.8
Famous quotes
I looked and was appalled, but there was no way of escaping from myself…you thrust me before my eyes so that I should discover my in iniquity vii.16
Grant me chastity and continence but not yet vii.17

But the day had come when I stood naked to myself vii.18

Take and Read (Tolle, lege) xii.29

I seized it, opened it and in silence read the first passage on which my eyes lit xii.28
