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getting along well to-
gether.  To support mu-
tual interests, a gradu-
ate-undergraduate 
mentor program was 
established this Fall. 
  
&ÉÎÁÌÌÙȟ ÉÎ Á ȬÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
ÆÕÔÕÒÅȭ ÓÅÎÓÅȟ !ÓÈÄÏ×Î 
House once again has a 

dining program.  After a hia-
tus of over 40 years, there is 
now a nightly dining service 
in the Hulsizer Room opened 
to all graduate students, as 
well as the Ashdown under-
graduates.  The dining pro-
gram so far has been quite 
popular and we are excited to 
have this addition to Ash-
down community life. 
  
We hope that our alumni will 
continue to take an interest in 
!ÓÈÄÏ×Î (ÏÕÓÅȢ  ,ÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 
Spring Ashdown Alumni 
event was very successful.  
Those who attended were 
given  tours of the then under 
construction NW35 was.  We 
expect to organize another 
Ashdown Alumni event in 
2009 so that you have an op-
portunity to see the finished 
product.  However, anytime 
you get an opportunity to 
visit, please feel free to drop 
by for dinner in the Hulsizer 
Room, a drink in the Thirsty, 
or just to walk around our 
new home. 
 

by Ann & Terry  
Orlando 
 
Ashdown House had a 
very successful move 
from the oldest build-
ing on campus (W1) 
to the newest 
(NW35).  MIT Hous-
ing staff were very 
well organized and helpful; 
a move of 200 people over 
three days could not have 
gone more smoothly.  In 
finest Ashdown tradition, 
no sooner were we moved 
than we started celebrating.  
There was a very successful 
Thirsty Ear BBQ (yes, the 
Thirsty Ear moved and has 
a new home in the new Ash-
down).  The annual Fall Se-
mester Institute Picnic was 
held at Ashdown this year, 
with over 4,000 people at-
tending.  Both courtyards 
were packed, it was a beau-
tiful day and it was a great 
way to introduce the new 
Ashdown House to the en-
tire MIT community. 
  
The culture of the old Ash-
down has been successfully 
transferred, due to the dili-
ÇÅÎÔ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 
AHEC.  We continue to have 
AHEC meetings on Thurs-
day evenings in the new 
Crafts Lounge, followed by 
Coffee Hour in the new Hul-
sizer Room. Ashdown 

hosted a very popular 
dance party during orienta-
tion, followed by an equally 
popular Halloween party 
open to all graduate stu-
dents.  Monthly Sunday 
brunches are continuing as 
are Housemaster Dinners, 
floor events and cultural 
activities.  All of these ac-
tivities are supported by an 
enthusiastic group of offi-
cers.  Four of these officers 
were recognized with Avery 
Ashdown Awards at our 
Thanksgiving celebration. 
  
There is one very new fea-
ture at Ashdown House 
now: a group of 50 under-
graduates and their House-
masters, Prof. Suzanne 
Flynn and Mr. Jack Carroll, 
are living with us.  The un-
dergraduate group, known 
as Phoenix, is a community 
within our community.  
They will be with us until 
the renovations in W1 are 
completed.  In the mean-
time, both communities are 

NW35: the new Ashdown.  
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The front courtyard, 

one of two, facing the 

entrance.  

Ashdown House: Our Community Lives On 
by Archana Venkataraman 

 
I was a resident in the 
old Ashdown building 
for two years, and those 
were, by far, the most 
rewarding times my life 
at MIT. The community 
was warm and welcom-
ing. I met new people 
every week at coffee 
hour and learned about 
different cultures from 
around the world. The 
building was also ex-
ceptional. It was full of 
life and history, which 
only added to the gen-
eral atmosphere of Ash-
down House. I was 
amazed at how commit-
ted graduate students 
were in maintaining 
this rich social environ-
ment, despite their 
crazy schedules and 
research frustrations. It 
was their infectious en-
t h u s i a s m  t h a t 
prompted my decision 
to join AHEC and to 
play an active role in 
ensuring that our tradi-
tions and cultures en-
dure. 

As you know, in 2006 
the administration an-
nounced plans for a 
graduate new building. 
In August 2008, the 
new Ashdown House 
opened at 235 Albany 
Street, officially build-
ing NW35 on the MIT 
campus map. Granted, 
some things are very 
different here. Our new 
residence is much more 
modern. The large win-
dows, contemporary 
architecture and 
brightly -colored walls 
are a stark contrast to 
the beautiful arched 
ceiling and decorative 
columns in the lobby of 
W1. The layout of 
rooms has changed as 
well. Although we have 
a few W1-type suites, 
the majority of resi-
dents now live in fully-
furnished apartments, 
complete with kitchens 
and living areas. 
 
Despite these inevitable 
changes, AHEC fought 
to retain key features of 
W1, which had been 
integral in knitting to-
gether the Ashdown 
community. For exam-
ple, we have a common 
kitchen on all but one 
floor. Even in these 
short months, the kitch-
ens have become small 
centers of social and 
community life. Many 

residents regularly 
gather here to cook and 
eat together. We also 
have four smaller floor 
lounges, designated ei-
ther for studying or for 
socializing. These, too, 
have become well-used 
spaces in the new build-
ing. Additionally, we 
have several familiar 
amenities from the old 
building, such as an 
aerobics room, a weight 
room, a large TV room, 
a laundry room and 
vending machines. Resi-
dents are making use of 
these facilities at virtu-
ally every hour of the 
day. The Thirsty Ear has 
also found a new home 
here and is in full swing 
during the week. 
 
Over the past two years 
Ashdown residents 
worked tirelessly to 
incorporate larger 
ȰÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȱ ÓÐÁÃÅÓ 
into the building plans 
as well as to transfer 
key room names from 
W1. The Hulsizer Room 
serves as our dining 
hall and multipurpose 
room. The Crafts 
Lounge is still an open 
community space with 
the ever-popular piano 
and ping pong table. 
The Ingram Room 
serves as a music room, 
where residents can 
practice their various 

One of the 

Ashdown 

community 

kitchens, 

located on 

floors 2 

through 5.  
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The new Thirsty Ear 

Pub, which includes 

pool table and dining 

service. 


