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Summary: Twenty nondemented, nondepressed subjects with idiopathic Parkin-
son’s disease were assessed on a test involving complex visuospatial abilities and
two tests involving visuospatial as well as executive planning and sequencing abili-
ties. They did not differ from a control group on the test involving only visuospa-
tial abilities, but were significantly impaired on the two tests that also involved
planning and sequencing. This suggests that the deficits demonstrated by parkin-
sonians on some complex visuospatial tasks may, to a large extent, be a conse-
quence of frontal lobe executive impairments, and not primarily a consequence
of a visuospatial deficit. Key Words: Parkinson’s disease— Visuospatial abilities—
Planning and sequencing abilities, NWBN 3:125-139, 1990

It is becoming increasingly evident that the majority of people with idiopathic
Parkinson’s disease (PD) demonstrate cognitive deficits on some tasks (Loranger
etal.,, 1972; Mayeux and Stern, 1983). Several studies have provided data suggest-
ing that these subjects have a preponderance of visuospatial deficits compared
to language deficits. This skewed pattern certainly holds true for subjects with
dementia (Bentin et al., 1981; Chui et al., 1986; Pirozzolo et al., 1982). However,
the evidence for visuospatial deficits in nondemented parkinsonian subjects is
conflicting. In some studies, visuospatial deficits have been found (Loranger et
al., 1972; Martin et al., 1973; Mortimer et al., 1982; Pirozzola etal., 1982; Proctor
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