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Application for MIT Graduate Students – Dual Degree Programs 
 
 
Thank you for your inquiry about pursuing the dual Master’s degree program in the Computation for Design and Optimization (CDO) 
Program.  All necessary application forms are included in this packet.  Please carefully read and follow the instructions below.   
 
Dual SM Degrees 
Course Requirements:  Students who pursue the CDO Master’s degree concurrently with another MIT SM program must satisfy the 
course requirements for each degree program. In addition to thesis units, students must complete at least 132 subject units, of which 66 
units must be unique to each degree program. At least 42 of each group of 66 units must be H-level graduate subjects. 
 
Thesis:  In principle, the same SM thesis can be used to satisfy both master’s degrees, provided the thesis topic is approved by both 
the CDO Steering Committee and the MIT department granting the other SM degree.  In order to obtain approval from the CDO 
Steering Committee, students must complete the CDO Proposal for Master's Thesis (PMT) form, which requests information on a 
proposed thesis topic.  This form must be completed five months prior to anticipated graduation.   In those cases in which the thesis 
advisor is not a CDO-affiliated faculty member, a CDO-affiliated faculty member must act as a thesis reader. 
 
Dual SM/PhD Degrees 
Course Requirements:  Students who pursue the CDO Master’s degree concurrently with an MIT PhD program must satisfy the course 
requirements for each degree program.  Detailed information about CDO course requirements can be obtained from the CDO web site, 
http://web.mit.edu/cdo-program.  
 
Thesis:   A separate thesis for each degree is required to satisfy the CDO SM and MIT PhD program requirements.  The CDO thesis 
topic must be approved by the CDO Steering Committee.  In order to obtain approval from the CDO Steering Committee, students must 
complete the CDO Proposal for Master's Thesis (PMT) form, which requests information on a proposed thesis topic.  This form must be 
completed five months prior to anticipated graduation.  In those cases in which the thesis advisor is not a CDO-affiliated faculty 
member, a CDO-affiliated faculty member must act as a thesis reader. 
 
Eligibility 
Students must be currently enrolled in a master’s and/or doctoral degree program elsewhere at MIT in order to apply and to be 
considered for admission on a rolling basis to the CDO dual master’s program.   
NOTE: The CDO program does not consider the MIT EECS MEng program to be a graduate degree program.  Students in the MEng 
program must submit a formal MIT application by the regular application deadline of January 10th.  
 
Admissions Time Frame 
February admission (spring term) - applications are accepted on a rolling basis from September through the end of December.   
September admission (fall term) - applications are accepted on a rolling basis from January through the end of April. 
 
Application Materials 
In order for your application to be considered for admission, you must complete and submit a  “mini”-application package to CDO’s 
Admissions Coordinator.   
 
The completed “mini”-application package should include the following:   
 

• Application Form – one-page informational sheet  
• Statement of Objectives – one-page description of your reasons for wishing to pursue an SM in the CDO Program  
• CDO Proposal for Master’s Thesis (PMT) Form   
• Evaluation Forms – two letters of evaluation from MIT Professors.  Each evaluation must be sealed in its own envelope and 

submitted with the completed application.  
IMPORTANT NOTE: One of your evaluations must be written by your current research and/or thesis advisor.  

• MIT Transcript – obtain an official copy of your MIT transcript to date 
• GRE Score Report – a copy of your official GRE score report will be acceptable 
• English Proficiency – written documentation from your home department, verifying that you have fulfilled the Writing 

Exam/English Evaluation Test requirement.  (Submit in a sealed envelope with your application.) 
 
Contact Information 
 
CDO Admissions Coordinator 
CDO Program     Telephone:  (617) 253-3725  
MIT, Room E40-152    Email: cdo-info@mit.edu  
One Amherst Street    Fax:  (617) 258-9214  
Cambridge, MA  02139     CDO web site:  http://web.mit.edu/cdo-program  
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Application for MIT Graduate Students – Dual Degree Programs 
   
Please type or print clearly.  
 
Proposed date of entrance:  � February   � September  Year  ______ Degree:  Dual SM in CDO 
 
Full legal name  __________________________________________________ Date of birth  _____/_____/_____ 
        Last        First  Middle   mo      day        yr 
 
Gender   � Female   � Male   Social Security # (if any)  ____  ___-___  __-____  ____ 
 
Reply address  ________________________________________________________________________________ 
        number  street  city    state      zip 
 
Daytime phone  _______________ Evening phone  _______________    Email address _________________ 
 
Citizen of ____________________ Permanent Resident of __________________ 
 
Entrance Exams:   
 GRE:     date taken:______ Score:  Verbal ______ Quantitative ______ Analytic/Writing ______ 
  
 TOEFL  date taken: ______ Score:  ___________ 
 
Evaluation Letters:  Names of two faculty members who have written evaluations  
 
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
      name    title 
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
      name    title 
 
 
MIT INFORMATION REQUIRED 
 
MIT ID Number ________  _____   MIT Department in which you are currently registered (e.g., Course I ): _______ 
 
MIT campus office?    � yes � no      If yes, building and room # _____________________ 
 
Expected Degree List for CDO SM Degree (month/year) _________________________ 
 
Current Departmental Master’s and/or Doctoral Thesis Advisor  _____________________________________ 
 
CDO Master’s Thesis Advisor    Name : ________________________________________________________ 
     

Signature: _________________________  Date: _______________________ 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE:  Preapproval by a CDO-affiliated faculty member to serve as CDO Thesis Advisor or Reader 
is required before the application can be submitted to the CDO program for consideration for admission to dual 
SM program.  
 
Student Signature: ____________________________________  Date: _____________________ 
 
 
**************************************************************************************************************************************** 

CDO USE ONLY 
 
� Admitted Term: ______________      Approved: ____________________________  Date: ______________ 
           CDO Administration 
� Not Admitted 



       Updated as of 10/25/06 
 
STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES  
 
Please describe your reasons for wishing to do graduate work in the field of computation for design and optimization.  
Please limit your essay to one page in length.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________                  _________________________ 
 Student’s Signature        Date 
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Evaluation for Admission to SM Program in Computation for Design and Optimization (CDO)  
 
Please type or print using black ink. 

 
 
 
 

 
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
      Last/family    first        middle 
 
Under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, a student enrolled at MIT has access to his or her education records. We 
intend to comply with both the letter and the spirit of this law, while still allowing the student the option of waiving the right to access. If 
you wish to waive the right to examine this evaluation at a later date, please sign here. 
 
Applicant’s signature: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Evaluator’s Name: _______________________________________ Title:  __________________________________ 
 
Email:___________________________________________    Date:  _______________________________________ 
 
 
In what capacity do you know the applicant?___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
How long have you known the applicant?______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
In your opinion, how would this student compare to other students in the graduate program at MIT? 
 

○ Truly exceptional  ○ Well above average  ○ Above average  ○ Average ○  Below average  ○ Inadequate 
 
Personal Evaluation of the Applicant.   (Please feel free to attach a separate recommendation letter to this form)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Evaluator’s signature: ______________________________________________   Date:  ____________________________

Part 1:  To be completed by Applicant  

Part II:  To be completed by Evaluator 
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Evaluation for Admission to SM Program in Computation for Design and Optimization (CDO)  
 
Please type or print using black ink. 

 
 
 
 

 
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
      Last/family    first        middle 
 
Under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, a student enrolled at MIT has access to his or her education records. We 
intend to comply with both the letter and the spirit of this law, while still allowing the student the option of waiving the right to access. If 
you wish to waive the right to examine this evaluation at a later date, please sign here. 
 
Applicant’s signature: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Evaluator’s Name: _______________________________________ Title:  _________________________________ 
 
Email:___________________________________________    Date:  ______________________________________ 
 
 
In what capacity do you know the applicant?_________________________________________________________ 
 
 
How long have you known the applicant?___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
In your opinion, how would this student compare to other students in the graduate program at MIT? 
 

○ Truly exceptional  ○ Well above average  ○ Above average  ○ Average ○  Below average  ○ Inadequate 
 
Personal Evaluation of the Applicant.   (Please feel free to attach a separate recommendation letter to this form)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Evaluator’s signature: ______________________________________________   Date:  ____________________________ 

Part 1:  To be completed by Applicant  

Part II:  To be completed by Evaluator 
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CDO Proposal for Master’s Thesis (CDO-PMT) 

 
 
Student Name:  _____________________________________________________________   
   
CDO Master’s Thesis Advisor/Reader: ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Description of Proposed Master’s Thesis Research (please provide a one- to two-paragraph description of your 
proposed master’s thesis research): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Current Status of Master’s Thesis Research (Please provide a brief description of the extent of the thesis-related work 
to date) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Master’s Thesis Projected Completion Date:  (Indicate the month and year you plan to complete your thesis) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signature of Thesis Advisor: _________________________________ DATE: ______________    
 
 
Signature of Student:  ______________________________________ DATE: ______________ 


