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THE DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY WISHES EVERYONE AVERY HAPPY
AND PEACEFUL NEW YEAR

UPCOMING SEMINARS AND LECTURES

Wednesday, January 7, 2004
Inorganic Chemistry Seminar
6-120 at 4:00 p.m.

David Goldberg, John Hopkins University

0Designing Porphyrinoid and Nitrogen/Sulfur Complexes
for Hydrolysis,Oxygen-Atom-Transfer Reactions, and Other
Biomimetic Themeso

Monday, January, 12, 2004
Biological Chemistry Seminar
6-120 at 4:00 p.m.

Tom Tullius, Boston University
0Adding Another Dimension to the Genome: Chemical Maps
of DNA Structured

Wednesday, January, 14, 2004

Merck-Karl Ppster Lecture in Organic Chemistry
6-120 at 4:00 p.m.

Refreshments at 3:30 p.m. in Moore Room (6-321)

Samuel I. Stupp, Northwestern University
0Self-Assembly of High Molar Mass Organic Nanostructures

Thursday, January 15, 2004
Merck-Karl Ppster Lecture in Organic Chemistry
6-120 at 4:00 p.m.

Samuel I. Stupp, Northwestern University
0Supramolecular Crafting of Bioactivity

Thursday, January 29, 2004
Organic Seminar Series
6-120 at 4:00 p.m.

SECURITY ALERT

Not only Logan airport but also our own department
is under a Level Orange security alert. In December, a
lap top computer was taken from a lab in the middle of

the day by an individual claiming to be emptying trash.

Since that theft, another faculty member had a lap top
computer taken from a locked ofpce and still another

professor had a Bose radio removed from a locked of-
pce!

Please take note of any persons on the premises you do
not know. If you see someone you do not know and
have any concern whatsoever, contact Campus Police
immediately. Let us know in HQ. We must be vigilant.
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Dalibor Sames, Columbia University
TBA

And most importantly - put your keys, personal items
and computers away. Do not walk away assuming
your lab partners or suite mates will okeep an eye oné
your belongings.

The department is currently working towards a stron-
ger security system. More on this will be forthcoming
in upcoming editions of Chemformation. Meanwhile,
if you have questions or concerns, please stop by to see
ScottWade or Darlene Slagle in HQ (18-380).
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TING RECEIVES EJLB FOUNDATION

SCHOLAR RESEARCH PROGRAM AWARD
Professor Alice Ting, has received an EJLB Foundation

Scholar Research Program Award for a research project titled:

olmaging AMPA receptor trafpcking in living neurons using
new site-specipc protein labeling methodologyé

IAP (Independent Activities Period) is in full force.
Opportunities are still available to attend interesting, fun,
and educational courses. Our own Professor Dan Nocera
will be participating in the lecture series entitled fiPowering
the Future - Materials Science for the Energy Sources of the
21st Century: The Case of Hydrogeno. Check out all IAP
offerings at http://student.mit.edu/iap/nctoc.html

WINTER CAMPUS SHUTTLE and
NORTHWEST SHUTTLE

The Parking and Transporta-  and 11AM.

tion Ofpce is pleased to an- The new shuttles are the
nounce the Winter Morning Winter Campus Shuttle
Shuttle Service. and the Winter Northwest
Shuttle.

Schedule and route infor-
mation can be found at
http://web.mit.edu/afs/
athena/org/p/parking/
shuttles.html.

Beginning January 5, 2004
and running through March
9, 2004 two new winter
morning shuttles will run
between the hours of 8AM

The MBTA fare increase http://www.mbta.com/ will take
effect with the February 2004 Tpasses. The new TPASS Subsidized

Prices can be found at http://web.mit.edu/parking/.

THE HOLIDAY PARTY WAS HELD IN THE SCIENCE MUSEUM AT MIT THIS YEAR WITH GREAT SUCESS!
OUR THANKS GO OUT TO THE HOLIDAY COMMITTEE FOR THEIR HARD WORK - Sarah OjConnor, Troy

Van Voorhis, Mo Movassaghi and Liz McGrath.

We were lucky to be entertained at the party by a very talented poet, undergraduate student, Mala L. Radharkrishnan.
One of Malads latest poems appears below. To pnd out how to get a copy of her book of poetry, email her at

mala@radhakrishnan.com.

The Radioactive Dating Game
Mala L. Radhakrishnan

I used to sleep 6til my electrons would drool

At Phosphorus-32 junior high school.

The things we were taught were just totally boring.
A mole of us atoms would always be snoring.

But one thing | learned there love kept to this day:
fiSoon, my students youdll beta decay

To become more mature and to capture the label
Of iS-320, and then youdll be stable.

And when that time comes you will celebrate
6Cause you will be ready to graduate.

So look around now, and count every peer.
Today therets a mole, but youdll soon disappear.o

So | watched as my friends around me decayed.

| felt left behind, slow and dismayed.

Abandoned by those who were thought to be deft.
In two weeks there was but half us of left.

Meanwhile 16d hoped to impress my young lass

But was now in the bottom half of the class.

I spent all my class time planning to court her,

But remained, two weeks more, in the leftover quarter.

By two weeks more yet, and I still hadnd parted.

Now six weeks had passed since this challenge yrst started.
What was my problem? I kept losing faith.

The fraction of atoms left was one-eighth.

Another two weeks and my hope for love waned.
One sixteenth of a mole of us atoms remained.
My lass had now probably found a new mate.
By the time | escaped here, it would be too late.

Chemformation, Vol. 20, no 1

So | studied the past eight weeks with great courage.
And suddenly a pattern started to emerge.

| realized, from evidence existential

That the decay of the class size was exponential.

See, every time two weeks came and then went,
The class size went down by yfty percent.
0Twas one mole times e to the minus kt,

Where k was In 2 over 2 weeks, you see.

And itd was the time in units of weeks

Since the teacher that lesson one yne day did speak.
This equation did serve as a useful tool;

I could predict, at time t, the number in school.

But then it happened T | had my decay!

I was S-32, and | liked it that way.

Success carried with it the sweetest aroma,
My electrons excited as | got my diploma,

Which oddly contained a most curious addition.
It read: fiYoudve earned honors and recognition
For insightfully doing the mental athletics

Of uncovering the inherent yrst-order kinetics.o

When my love saw this honor she screamed out loud,
fiOh, my brilliant darling, of you 16m so proud!

Your wit has won over my heart in a snap.

Letés let our orbitals overlap!o

So the one thing I learned from that school, 6twas the worst,
Is 6tis not about whots quick or who ynishes yrst.

Everyone matures at different rates.

(But those who know learn chemistry will always get mates!)
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