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Effective July, 2005, Professor Stephen 
J. Lippard will conclude ten years as 
Department Head in the Department 

of Chemistry.  Professor Rick L. Danheiser, 
who has served ten years in the capacity of 
Associate Department Head, will also step 
down.    At an appreciation party for faculty 
and staff on May 15, in the MIT Endicott 
House, Professors Robert W. Field and Daniel 
G. Nocera along with Dean Robert J. Silbey, 
gave tribute to Steve and Rick’s many attriubutes and 
contributions over the past 10 years.  “Steve picks 
talent” said Nocera when referring to the amount of 
new hires made in the Department during Steve’s 
term as Head.  “He is at the forefront of science, 
taking his pioneering research in directions that 
others have not foreseen.”  Appreciation was also 
expressed to Judy,  Steve’s wife,  for her invaluable 
support “behind the scenes” over the years.  When 
speaking about Rick, Bob Field said “His mission is 

“Education” - all forms of it.  “How 
does he find the time?.. anyone who 
picks up the ‘phone and realizes 
Rick is on the other end knows it 
will be at least 30 minutes .. but 
this is because he really cares.  “He 
knows all of the details, and has 
worked brutally hard to sort them 
out.”  Bob Silbey spoke of their 

tremendous work as a team with respect to the 
newly completed renovation of Building 18.  Without 
their diligence and persistence the renovations would 
not have come to fruition.  “You’re a tough act to 
follow, however I do take comfort in the fact that 
you are handing me the reins of a department with 
excellent facilities and amazing colleagues.”  Tim 
Swager, the incoming Department Head, so aptly 
said in a message the Dean delivered in his absence.  
Tim is currently on sabbatical at Cambridge in the 
U.K.

AN APPRECIATION GATHERING FOR STEPHEN J. LIPPARD
AND

RICK L. DANHEISER

WYETH SCHOLARS

Four advanced organic chemistry graduate students have been selected as òWyeth Scholarsó for 
2005.  Each student will receive a travel grant to attend a conference later this year.  Selection of the 
awardees was based on their presentations at the Departmentõs annual Graduate Research Symposia 

in Organic and Bioorganic Chemistry.
 
-  Elizabeth Vogel (Imperiali Group) -  Kevin Anderson (Buchwald Group)
-  Javier Horta (Danheiser Group) -  Samuel Thomas (Swager Group)
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