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SYLVIA CEYER APPOINTED AS ASSOCIATE DEPARTMENT HEAD

rofessor Sylvia T. Ceyer has accepted the position of Associate
Department Head of Chemistry. In a memo to his colleagues,
Timothy M. Swager, Head of the Department of Chemistry, wrote.

0l expect that Sylvia and | will collaborate closely on a range of
strategic projects and Sylvia will have executive authority over
the Departmentis educational programs. As most of you know,
Sylvia is a most dedicated colleague. | hope that you can all take
inspiration from her example and work together to achieve even
greater excellence in the future.6

SWAGER SELECTED TO RECEIVE MACARTHUR CHAIR
i | $ = P rofessor Timothy M. Swager, Head of the Department of Chemistry, has

been selected to be a John D. MacArthur Professor commencing July 1, 2005.

This Professorship was established in 1981 by a grant from the John D. and
Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. The grant was made in recognition of the
outstanding reputation and contributions of MIT as an institution of distinction in
B both instruction and research.

This Professorship was established with a
generous contribution from Mr. Paul M. Cook,
a member of he Chemical Engineering Class of
1947, to support a junior faculty member with
a strong interest in materials and chemical
sciences.

rofessor Troy Van Voorhis
P has been selected to be the
next holder of the Paul
M. Cook Career Development

Professorship commencing July
1, 2005, for a three-year term.

STUBBE RECEIVES JOHN SCOTT AWARD
rofessor JoAnne Stubbe has been selected to recieve the John Scott Award.

P This award is given to 0the most deservingd men and women whose

inventions have contributed in some outstanding way to the ocomfort,
welfare and happiness6 of mankind. The donor, John Scott, was an Edinburgh
I druggist who set up the fund in the early 1800is. Among the recipients of this
~ award are Mme. Curie, Thomas Edison, the Wright brothers, Edwin Land, Jonas
Salk, Irving langmuir, Glenn Seaborg, Frederick G. Banting, Guglielmo Marconi,
John Bardeen, and Sir Joseph H. Thomson. Awardees Dr. Kary B. Mullis and
Professor Richard E. Smalley recently won the Nobel Prize in Chemistry.
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TING RECEIVES 2005 MCKNIGHT AWARD

Technological Innovations in Neuroscience Award for her project entitled,

olmaging neuronal protein trafpcking by optical and electron microscopy using
biotin ligase labeling.6 Alice will travel to Aspen in June 2006 to participate in the
McKnight Conference on Neuroscience next June.

P rofessor Alice Y. Ting has been selected to receive a 2005 McKnight

DAVISON RETIRES AFTER 41 YEARS

rofessor Alan Davison retired from the Department of Chemistry on June 30, 2005. Professor
P Davison, Fellow of the Royal Society, has elevated the art of inorganic chemical synthesis in his

laboratories at MIT for more than four decades. A student of Sir Geoffrey Wilkinson, he has made
research contributions spanning organometallic, boron, coordination, and bioinorganic chemistries. His
spectacular research career is that of a serial innovator whose numerous seminal discoveries in diverse areas
have provided starting points for generations of followers. Davison, collaboratively with Alun G. Jones, a
fellow Welshman and Professor of Radiology at Harvard Medical School, has brought rational synthetic
understanding of technetium chemistry to the peld of nuclear medicine. Their efforts have included

Alan, pictured with his wife, Lynne, at his retirement party
development of the prst technetium-based myocardial perfusion imaging agent, an important tool in
clinical nuclear cardiology. At the heart of this advance are octahedral homoleptic isocyanide complexes of
technetium(l). Alan Davison is celebrated for his sense of humor, his kind generosity of spirit, his nonpareil
chemical intuition, and his mentorship of generations of MIT students. On June 17, 2005, at a retirement
party attended by colleagues and former students, Alan was bestowed by the Department with a 2006 x
206 bronze plaque bearing the aforementioned description of his career. The plaque will be permanently
mounted outside Alanis ofpce on the wall in the hallway on the 4th yoor of Building 6.

FIGUEROA WINS 8TH DAVISON PRIZE

faculty members to receive the eighth annual Davison Prize for the best

thesis submitted in inorganic chemistry in a given year, July 1, 2004- June
30, 2005. The prize consists of a check for $2,000. Dr. Figueroa has relocated to
New York where on June 27, 2005, he commenced a research position as an NIH
Postdoctoral Fellow at Columbia University in the laboratory of Professor Gerard
Parkin.

D r. Josh Figueroa (Cummins Group) has been voted by the inorganic
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