
Professor Catherine L. Drennan, Associate Professor, has been named a Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute Professor.  HHMI professors are leading research 
scientists who also are deeply committed to making science more engaging 
for undergraduates. Their innovative approaches to teaching are infusing 

undergraduate science with the excitement and rigor of scientiþ c research. The program 
is becoming a model for fundamental reform of the way undergraduate science is 
taught at research universities. Professor Drennan is one of 20 top research recipients 
chosen for their teaching talent.  Teaching often takes a back seat to research at leading 
American universities. Determined to change that fact, the Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute (HHMI) combed the country for leading research scientists who, through their 
teaching and mentoring, are striving to ignite the scientiþ c spark in a new generation of students. Now 20 of 
the best will receive $1 million each from HHMI to put their innovative ideas into action as HHMI professors 
at 18 research universities across the country.  òThe scientists whom we have selected are true pioneersñnot 
only in their research, but in their creative approaches and dedication to teaching,ó said Thomas R. Cech, HHMI 
president. òWe are hopeful that their educational experiments will energize undergraduate science education 
throughout the nation.ó
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DRENNAN NAMED HHMI PROFESSOR

SWAGER ELECTED TO AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Professor Timothy M. Swager, Head of the Department of Chemistry, is among 
the 175 new Fellows and 20 new Foreign Honorary Members who have been 
elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. òIt gives me great 
pleasure to welcome these outstanding leaders in their þ elds to the Academy,ó 

said Academy President Patricia Meyer Spacks. òFellows are selected through a 
highly competitive process that recognizes individuals who have made preeminent 
contributions to their disciplines and to society at large.ó

Professor Swager joins a distinguished group of standing and emeritus faculty members 
who are fellows of the Academy, namely, Robert A. Alberty, Moungi G. Bawendi, Klaus 
Biemann, Stephen L. Buchwald,  Sylvia T. Ceyer, John M. Deutch, Robert W. Field, 

Frederick D. Greene, Barbara Imperiali, H. Gobind Khorana, Stephen J. Lippard, Daniel G. Nocera, Irwin Op-
penheim, Richard R. Schrock, Dietmar Seyferth, Robert J. Silbey and JoAnne Stubbe.

The Academy will welcome this yearõs new class at its annual Induction Ceremony on October 7, at the 
Academyõs headquarters in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  




