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WOMEN IN CHEMISTRY 

The Women in Chemistry were delighted to welcome Judith E. Selwyn, SM ’69 and PhD ’71 in Physical 
Chemistry, to their monthly luncheon on Tuesday, March 4, at which she gave a talk on her interesting 
career path after MIT.

Dr. Selwyn is a nationally known expert in the conservation of historic building materials. As President of 
Preservation Technology Associates, Inc. she has overseen the restoration of historic masonry for structures at 
Harvard, Yale, Wellesley College, Smith College, the U.S. Naval Academy and MIT.  Her other projects include 
the Massachusetts State House, the Gardner Museum and Faneuil Hall, in Boston.  

Dr. Selwyn has an unusual familiarity with the Department of Chemistry’s Building 18. During the renovation 
of this IM Pei building in 2000-2003 she was engaged by architects, Goody Clancy and Associates, for her 
expertise in the conservation of concrete. 

Dr. Selwyn engaged the Women in Chemistry with anecdotal stories about her path to success and offered 
insight into a career that boasts interesting and exciting work, but which few women knew anything about.  
Feedback from women in the department following the lunch was exceptionally positive.  One student said, “It 
was deþnitely interesting to hear from a woman who has gone on such an alternative career path from what we 
normally think of when we think chemist,” while another commented that she has always wished that there were 
a way to combine her love of art and science into a career and she was excited to learn that such a career does in 
fact exist.  In the coming months, Women in Chemistry is hoping to organize a òþeld tripó to a local conservation 
laboratory, courtesy of Dr. Selwyn.

Judith E. Selwyn (center) with Women in Chemistry
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MAPP TO DELIVER ELI LILLY LECTURE IN 
ORGANIC CHEMISTRY 

Professor Anna Mapp, University of 
Michigan, will deliver the Eli Lilly 
Lecture in Organic Chemistry on 

Thursday, April 3, 2008 at 4:00 p.m. 
in Room 6-120. Her talk is entitled: 
Regulating Gene Expression with Natural 
and Unnatural Products

A.D. LITTLE LECTURES IN 
PHYSICAL CHEMISTRY

Professor Michael Graetzel, Director, 
Institute of Physical Chemistry, EPFL, 
will deliver the A.D. Little Lectures in 

Inorganic Chemistry on Tuesday, April 29 and 
Wednesday April 30, 2008.  Both lectures will 
be held in Room 6-120 at 4:00 p.m.

Professor Steven R. Tannenbaum, Professor of Chemistry and Underwood-Prescott 
Professor of Toxicology, Biological Engineering Department, is the recipient of 
the second AACR-CICR Award for Outstanding Achievement in Chemistry in 

Cancer Research. The award was established in 2007 by the AACR’s Chemistry in Cancer 
Research Working Group, through the support of GlaxoSmithKline, and honors novel 
and signiþcant chemistry research that has led to important contributions to the þeld of 
cancer research. Tannenbaum’s study of chemistry as related to cancer has advanced 
our knowledge of chemical carcinogenesis, the molecular epidemiology of cancer, and 
more recently, anti-cancer drug development and evaluation. Professor Tannenbaum will 
be recognized by the American Association for Cancer Research (AACR) at its 2008 
Annual Meeting in San Diego, CA

TANNENBAUM RECEIVES AACR-CICR AWARD 

CHEMISTRY ALUMNA WINS PERCY L. JULIAN AWARD AT NOBCChE
NOBCChE awarded Sharon L. Haynie, Ph.D.’82, with the 29th Percy L. Julian Award.   
Dr. Haynie is the þrst woman recipient of the award which she received during NOBCChEõs 
35th Annual Conference in Philadelphia.  The Percy L. Julian Award is the most prestigious 
award presented annually by NOBCChE for signiþcant contributions in pure and/or applied 
research in science or engineering.   Dr. Haynie joined the research community of the 
DuPont Company 24 years ago. Her research activities have ranged from new materials for 
medical therapeutic use to biocatalysis for green chemistry applications. She was a member 
of a large DuPont/Genencor team that received the 2003 EPA Presidential Green Chemistry 
Award for New Innovation. Haynie has also been an adjunct professor of chemistry at 

Delaware State University and the University of Delaware.

Percy L. Julian, Ph. D., for whom the award is named, was an African-American who obtained his B.S. in 
Chemistry from DePauw University in 1920.  After facing various discriminatory practices in the United States 
education system in the 20’s, he went on to receive a Ph. D. from the University of Vienna in 1931.  His most 
notable contribution was in the synthesis of steroids from soy products, which led to the discovery of cortisone.

Professor Carlos Bustamante, 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
Investigator and Professor of 

Molecular & Cell 
Biology, Physics, 
and Chemistry at 
the University of 
California, Berkeley 
will deliver the A.D. 
Little Lectures in 
Physical Chemistry 
from Wednesday 
April 16 to Friday April 18 inclusive. The 
þrst two talks will be held in Room 6-120 
at 4:00 p.m. His  third talk on April 19 
will take place in 32-155. See Upcoming 
Seminars and Events (page 7) for further 
details.

A.D. LITTLE LECTURES IN 
INORGANIC CHEMISTRY




