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SCHROCK ELECTED TO ROYAL SOCIETY (LONDON)

On 16 May 2008, the Royal Society (London) announced its new members. 
Professor Richard R. Schrock was among the 8 Foreign Members 
elected. Professor Schrock is distinguished for his seminal contributions 

to synthetic and mechanistic inorganic and organometallic chemistry and in 
particular for his development of high oxidation state metal-carbene and carbyne 
complexes, so-called “Schrock carbene and carbyne complexes,” together with 
studies of the activation of the dinitrogen and its conversion to ammonia.

DRENNAN SELECTED AS A 
HOWARD HUGHES MEDICAL INSTITUTE INVESTIGATOR

Professor Catherine L. Drennan, Professor of Chemistry and Biology 
and HHMI Professor, has been selected as a Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute investigator.  HMMI Investigators continue to push the bounds 

of knowledge in many of the hottest areas in biomedical research. Widely 
recognized for their creativity and productivity, the current group of HHMI 
investigators includes 12 Nobel Prize winners and 122 members of the National 
Academy of Sciences. Professor Drennan is the þrst HHMI Professor ever to 
be named an HHMI Investigator bringing the total number of current MIT 
professors holding the distinction to 19.

HHMI urges its researchers to take risks, to explore unproven avenues, to 
embrace the unknown — even if it means uncertainty or the chance of failure. 
HHMI investigators have made many important research advances — from the discovery of genes related to 
cystic þbrosis, obesity, high blood pressure, colon cancer and other diseases, to new insights about memory, 
vision and olfaction.

By appointing scientists as Hughes investigators — rather than awarding research grants — HHMI is guided by 
the principle of “people, not projects.” Since the early 1990s, investigators have been selected through rigorous 
national competitions. 

THE UNIVERSITY OF ZARAGOZA TO HONOR SCHROCK 

In recognition of his scientiþc achievements Nobel Laureate, Professor Richard R. Schrock, was conferred 
by the University of Zaragoza, Spain, with an Honorary Doctorate Degree on May 30, 2008.
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