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Gendering Robots: 
Posthuman Sexism in Japan
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Robertson explores and interrogates the gendering of humanoid robots 
manufactured today in Japan for use in the home and workplace.  She shows that 
Japanese roboticists assign gender to their creations based on rigid assumptions 
about female and male sex and gender roles. Thus, humanoid robots can 
productively be understood as the vanguard of a “posthuman sexism,” and are 
being developed in a socio-political climate of reactionary conservatism.
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