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In recent years, otaku culture has emerged as one

of Japan’s major cultural exports and as a genuinely
transnational phenomenon. In this talk, Mimi Ito,

a cultural anthropologist at UC Irvine, discusses how
this once marginalized popular culture has come to
play a major role in Japan’s identity at home and abroad.
“Otaku” refers to obsessive fans, often of anime, manga,
video games, figurines, and other character-based media.
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