13-5037 Lab Maintenance Protocol (M. Rixman 08/2003)

** Please be careful with the mica. There has been an unusually large amount of mica use in the past couple of months, and the supply was depleted for the first time in four years!  In addition, the mica that remained was distorted and cut into odd patterns that make it difficult for the next person to obtain a usable segment of the mica. Please note that mica is NOT cheap - please take care of it, be considerate, and do not waste it!

** The aqueous waste containers are filling up very quickly these days. If you are in the lab and notice that the waste container is full, please empty it before you leave so that the next person is not left without a waste container for their experiment. The waste can be poured in the aqueous waste container in 12-065. Also, it was getting a little crazy with having FIVE waste containers, so I replaced the five small containers we had with one small one and one larger one so that waste disposal will be easier.

** Organic waste is not to be stored in 13-5037.  If you bring in organic solvents, please remove them when you leave.

** Toxic materials -- especially volatile ones -- are not to be brought in to 13-5037 at all.  This room is not adequately equipped with fume hoods, sinks, or emergency safety equipment, and any toxic materials you bring into the lab may endanger the health and safety of yourself and your labmates!

** If you are in the lab and notice that the ethanol containers or the DI water containers have run dry, please refill them as a courtesy to the next user.  This practice also applies to other supplies such as syringes, syringe filters, kimwipes, and glass slides.

** PLEASE ONLY HANDLE SOLVENTS ON THE SIDE TABLE, NOT ON THE BENCH WHERE THE MICROSCOPES ARE LOCATED.  This means all rinsing, etc., basically anything involving fluid transport, should be done on the side table in order to avoid the risk of damaging the instruments.  Squirt bottles also should not be left on the microscopy bench, because when the temperature raises the fluid volumes increase and the bottles squirt fluid in order to maintain pressure equilibrium. This could at worst damage the instruments, and at best make the bench dirty.

** Please do not leave clothes, backpacks, excessive amounts of books, dessicators with chemicals, samples and chemical containers and PBS in 13-5037.  Please note that unless your primary desk is located in 13-5037, you should not be storing your chemicals or solvents there. If you do want to keep materials in the lab, please keep them in your specified drawer only.  This will help to keep out lab cleaner and less cluttered.

