GROUP POLICY ON MATERIALS, SUPPLIES, AND PROTOCOLS 2003
Generally, there is free exchange of materials (e.g. polymers, chemicals for surface preparation, SAMs, etc.), supplies (e.g. substrates, cantilever/ probe tips, etc.) and protocols (e.g. sample preparation, surface cleaning, chemical reactions, polishing, etc.) between group members within our research.  In addition, we frequently receive materials, supplies, and protocols from other research groups and technical staff at MIT centralized facilities (e.g. Center for Materials Science and Engineering, DMSE Nanomechanical Testing Laboratory).

Materials and Supplies: If you receive materials or supplies, always request written characterization information; e.g. AFM/SEM images, confirmation of purity, date prepared, storage info, etc.  If written characterization info is not available or outdated, complete quantitative characterization before usage is your responsibility. This is also true for materials and supplies purchased from companies.
Protocols: First, search for an experimental protocol in the literature-the best experimental protocol is one that has been previously published in the literature and confirmed successful by quantitative experimental techniques on the same chemical system you are using.  If no published protocol can be found, the next best protocol is one that is written and has been confirmed successful by quantitative experimental techniques on the same exact chemical system within our group.  If your system is slightly different, start with the written protocol on the similar system and optimize the protocol for your system via quantitative techniques.  I strongly advise not to go by "word of mouth" and always follow written protocols.
