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This memo describes the waves of votes that have been reported as ballots have been cast in Alaska.  There’s an estimate at the end that is very favorable for Begich.
There have been three counts thus far, summarized as follows:

	
	
	President
	Senate

	Date
	Ballots cast
	Pres. Votes cast
	Pct. Obama
	Pct. McCain
	Pct. other
	Votes cast
	Pct. for Begich
	Pct. for Stevens
	Pct. other

	11/4
	224,057
	223,258
	36.1
	61.2
	2.7
	221,713
	46.6
	48.1
	5.3

	11/12
	58,939
	58,729
	42.8
	54.9
	2.3
	57,124
	50.5
	43.4
	6.1

	11/14
	17,117
	17,015
	34.7
	62.2
	3.1
	14,508
	46.6
	45.2
	8.2

	Total
	300,113
	299,002
	37.3
	60.0
	2.7
	293,345
	47.7
	47.0
	5.3


The most important thing here is that the ballots counted on the 12th, which put Begich ahead, were significantly more Democratic than those counted on Election Day or on the 14th.  In addition, the votes for the three minor party candidates, plus write-ins, have risen in each counting.  
The effect of the minor party candidates in this election hasn’t been commented on much, but it appears to be having a significant effect.  Alaskan Independence Party candidate, Bob Bird, who has polled 4% of the vote, is certainly taking votes away from Stevens.  This is illustrated in the following graph, which plots the percentage of the vote received by Bird against the percentage of the vote received by McCain.  Bird’s strength was the greatest in the most Republican parts of the state, displaying an exponential relationship.
[image: image1.wmf]0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

0.8

McCain pct.

0.00

0.05

0.10

0.15

Bird (AIP) pct.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40


The votes remaining to be cast are early, absentee, and questioned ballots.  It has been assumed that these ballots are more Democratic than the Election Day ballots.  As my back-of-the-envelope calculations below suggest, the areas to be counted are more Democratic than the areas that have already been counted, which is good news for Begich.

For the record, the following table tabulates the ballots counted according to the mode of voting.  The most pro-Democratic form of voting is early balloting; the least Democratic are the Questioned ballots.  This pattern concerning the Questioned ballots runs contrary to some claims being made in the press.

.  
	Mode
	Number of pres. Votes
	Pct. of votes for Obama
	Number of sen. Votes
	Pct. of votes for Begich

	Election Day
	209,042
	34.6
	206,806
	45.7

	Absentee
	54,471
	41.5
	52,736
	49.1

	Early
	24,519
	53.0
	24,297
	58.8

	Questioned
	12,081
	31.1
	9,506
	45.3


What to expect from the remaining ballots?  Today’s Anchorage Daily News reports there are 24,000 more ballots to be counted, “coming from Anchorage, Southeast Alaska and the Kenai Peninsula.”  The elections division has not updated their “Outstanding Ballots” report, so it is not clear what the mix is between early and absentee ballots, nor where these ballots are located.

From the votes cast report, it appears that the questioned ballots from house districts 17-32 still need to be counted.  On average these districts are a little more Democratic than the rest of the state.  I ran a regression that estimated the difference in the questioned ballot margins between Begich and Stevens, as a function of the Election Day vote.  Using this regression result to forecast the election margin among the uncounted questioned ballots, I calculate that Begich should pick up a net of 181 more votes over Stevens next Tuesday.  
In addition, it appears that there are still significant early and absentee ballots to be counted in the election region around Juneau (House Districts 1-5 and 33-36).  On average these districts are significantly more Democratic than the rest of the state.  I ran a regression that estimated the difference in the absentee and early vote margins between Begich and Stevens, as a function of the Election Day vote.  Using this regression result to forecast the election margin among the uncounted early and absentee ballots, I calculate that Begich should pick up a net of 6,300 votes.  This estimate is on the high side, because I am assuming that all the outstanding absentee and early ballots are from this region, which is unreasonable.  However, most of these ballots are from here, so it isn’t unreasonable to expect that Begich’s margin should grow by several thousand after all the votes have been counted.
