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of the weekly monday luncheon seminar 
continues as before, providing a venue 
for the discussion of developmental 
issues.  these discussions compliment 
the lectures Fellows attend as part of 
their coursework.  we are currently 
deliberating whether to transform the 
monday luncheon speaker series to 
a full-fledged course on urbanization 
and development.  there are both pros 
and cons of turning an informal lecture 
series into yet another regular course, 
and we will weigh all options before 
finalizing the decision.

the second objective of the SPURS/
Humphrey experience is to create a 
setting for U.S. students and international 
Fellows to meet, deliberate, and co-
produce technological knowledge.  
Also, the Fellows are expected to 
cultivate both professional as well 
as personal relationships with North 
American individuals and institutions – 
relationships, which, we hope, would 
last after the Fellows return to their 
home countries.  towards that end, 
SPURS/Humphrey program at mit has 
started to work with mit’s housing 
office whereby most of the Fellows 
now reside in mit’s residence halls 
where they can interact closely with 
the students.  one particular residence 
hall – called the i-House (international 
House) – which houses undergraduate 
students interested in international 
developmental issues, has created a 
reciprocal linkage with the SPURS/
Humphrey program.  SPURS and 
i-House have jointly hosted a number 
of events, ranging from watching the 
U.S. presidential debates together to 
celebrating the United Nations day.  
this is just the beginning:  SPURS 
aspires for mit undergraduates to 
develop lasting friendships with the 
Fellows, so that they can jointly 
participate in various competitions, 
which are regularly held at mit to 
foster technological innovations.  the 
objective is to cultivate a deep bond of 
mutual respect through a two-way flow 
of technical knowledge in which mit 
students can visit the Fellows’ countries 
as interns or to work.  this would help 
create a global network of likeminded 
individuals who have a nuanced view 

with forty years of accumulated 
experience, the SPURS program at mit 
is well poised to break new ground in 
the fields of international development, 
especially now, as nearly a dozen 
outstanding Hubert H. Humphrey 
Fellows join the program each year 
creating an intellectual environment 
vibrating with immense potential.  if 
one adds to this already powerful mix 
the annual meetings each year with 
Harvard’s Loeb Fellows, the level of 
intellectual excitement and promise 
become almost palpable.  How to 
channel such intellectual energy and 
extensive professional experiences 
to solve globally integrated problems 
is the key challenge facing SPURS 
which has operated for four decades 
as one of the oldest U.S. programs 
for mid-career professionals from 
around the world.  this challenge 
has taken on a new urgency with 
the election of barack obama as the 
first U.S. President with deep family 
connections, globally, in Kenya and 
indonesia.  President obama’s election 
has opened up new opportunities 
for programs, such as SPURS; it has 
reinvigorated our mission to provide 
mit’s physical and intellectual setting 
for the world to converge and co-
produce technological innovations to 
benefit humankind – particularly, its 
most vulnerable habitants who need 
assistance the most.

SPURS is well poised to lead for three 
reasons.  First, SPURS is housed 
institutionally within the international 
development Group (idG) in the 
department of Urban Studies and 
Planning (dUSP) at mit.  idG faculty 
continue to offer a wide range of 
outstanding courses on developmental 
issues and the program group 
continues to be ranked as number one 
among all Planning Schools.  in fact, 
the number of courses available to the 
SPURS Fellows have steadily increased 
over the last five years.  New courses 
offered at mit’s Sloan School of 
management, and Harvard’s Kennedy 
School and business School are now 
accessible to the Fellows as a result of 
my on-going consultation with faculty 
teaching these courses.  the old ritual 
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of the U.S. and understand how 
interdependencies among the nations 
of the world ultimately affect joint 
problem solving efforts.

A third and final component of the 
SPURS/Humphrey program is to 
facilitate self and group reflections 
which would help create global 
leaders who are deeply connected 
to their specific localities and yet, 
at the same time, are cosmopolitan 
in their appreciation of the world.  
we borrowed the term “Rooted 
cosmopolitanism” from Kwame 
Anthony Appiah to cultivate the 
type of global leaders necessary 
for leading in the contemporary 
world.  the juxtaposition of the 
words “rooted” and “cosmopolitan” 
may sound nice, but in reality it is 
difficult to achieve.  most observers 
use the term “global citizen” but as 
Appiah rightly points out, the term 

global citizens does not address how 
individuals need to be grounded in 
specific settings; it also ignores the 
political implications of the term 
citizenship which conveys a specific 
bundle of rights and responsibilities 
between individuals and nation states.  
our aim is to go beyond the notion 
of global citizenship and cultivate a 
mindset which acknowledges that 
both deep roots in specific localities 
and a global outlook is necessary 
for our time.  one’s allegiance need 
no longer be either at the local or 
national level:  the ultimate goal is to 
create an empathetic mind set which 
draws from both local as well as 
global experiences; and understands 
that linkages between the two – local 

and global – must be appreciated in 
all its complexity including instances 
when local may be pitted against 
global or vise-versa.

the cultivation of rooted 
cosmopolitanism would require 
serious deliberations and arguments 
among the Fellows and between the 
Fellows and U.S. students.  what we 
are striving for is not multi-culturalism 
at the global level, however; quite 
the opposite.  we must encourage 
deep deliberations among the 
international Fellows and the U.S. 
students regarding each others’ 
preferences, values and desires, 
not their compartmentalization into 
separate groups with no dialog with 
others.  to solve the kinds of globally 
interlinked problems which mark our 
time, we need to ask one another 
“difficult questions” about our 
values, beliefs and social and political 

practices which have collectively led 
to such global problems as depletion 
of the ozone layer, deepening 
financial crisis, the spread of AidS, 
global child trafficking, terrorism 
and a host of other problems often 
grouped together under the broad 
category called globalization.  our 
aim is to make globalization an asset, 
a solution; and we look forward 
to utilizing the SPURS/Humphrey 
program at mit to achieve that 
objective.

welcome to the 41st anniversary of 
the SPURS program, and best wishes 
for 2009.� 

BisH sanyal

“the ultimate goal is to create an 
empathetic mind set which draws 
from both local as well as global 

experiences”

3



am surprised that while some states allow 
early voting, not much has been done 
to ensure a tremendous increase in the 
number of voters on election day.        
             --godfrey Bwebukya Kisekka

An interesting event for me has been the 
presidential and vice presidential debates. 
I found it interesting that the debates 
were broadcasted live, the questions 
were challenging, yet the candidates had 
sufficient knowledge about the outstanding 
and challenging foreign and local issues 
of the US government to answer the 
questions.  I learned that both candidates 
had the capacity to deliver messages to the 
public about their policies and strategies 
for future well-being of the US.  I also 
noticed that the two candidates were trying 
to explain their policies and strategies 
for the future while using each other’s 
weaknesses as evidences to support the 
points made.  For example, when McCain 
said: “I don’t need on the job training, 
I have the experience,” Obama did not 
respond.  I found this moment challenging 

for Obama.  The 
debates were 
interesting for 
me because I 
haven’t seen such 
a process before 
and I learned 
that for those 
who dream of 
becoming future 
leaders, you 

must be able to compete with a strong 
opponent.  And, in order to compete, 
a candidate must not only be able to 
develop a set of strong policies and 
strategies, but also must be ready to use 
his/her opponent’s weaknesses against the 
powerful opposition. 
   --wahidullah azizi

the campaign brought many issues to 
mind including health care, the economic 
down turn and the families struggling.  one 
of our students reports on the poor who 
live in our midst.

I, and most of my Fellow countrymen, 
have always believed that all American 
people are wealthy.  Never did I even 
consider that there might be poor people 
without homes or food.  It was not until 
we were asked to volunteer with a church 
group in Buffalo, New York, to feed the 
poor that I encountered a lot of people who 

rEcording cultural EncountErs 

seemed strange.  Here is what our Fellows 
had to say.

On the way to Maine, I passed many 
homes where American flags hung on the 
door frames. This scene was unfamiliar to 
me because in Korea, I have rarely seen 
a Korean national flag hung outside an 
ordinary private house, except on national 
holidays of course.

Why do some 
Americans fly the 
Stars and Stripes 
in front of their 
homes? Maybe they 
want to express 
their patriotism 
or emphasize their 
identification with 
America’s great 
power.  Yet, these 

flags made me feel uncomfortable and, I 
kept asking myself why do I feel like this? 

Patriotism is not wrong in and of itself.  
But, when patriotism is too strong, it 
can become ethnocentrism, an excessive 
belief that the American ways are much 
better than the ways of others. And, I 
remembered that in many other countries, 
this ethnocentrism, this belief that the 
American way was the only way, was 
the reason that the American flag has 
been burned in protest.  Does this way of 
thinking exist here in Maine too?  
     --Hyun-soo Kang

we left or time together in maine, but we 
continue to record our cultural encounters. 
Fall 2008 was particularly exciting because 
our Fellows watched as America elected its 
44th president.  Here are a few observations 
from our Fellows.

I am still curious about the complexities of 
the election system.  Despite the fact that 

the election of 
the President is 
on Tuesday 4th 
November 2008, 
this day is not a 
public holiday. 
At the same time, 
the elections 
are set against 
a back drop of 
only about 65% 

of the population registered to vote, of 
which only 40% have previously voted. I 

it’s September.  Not too cold yet and we are 
still in the early days of the Fall semester at 
mit.  just as the leaves are starting to turn, 
we take our Fellows on a retreat lakeside in 
maine, where they get a break from the city 
and a chance to know each other better.  

As part of the retreat experience, we begin to 
discuss differences; differences in the way we 
see the world and the way that we see each 
other.  we talk about living in a new culture, 
maybe for the first time, and we talk about 
what is new, exciting and, what is different.  
we call this time of examining differences, 
creating space for cultural encounters.  yet, 
before we can talk about differences, before 
we can talk about what is strange or new, 
we need to take a look inside, inside our own 
thinking, inside our own closely held beliefs.  

As part of the process of looking inside, all 
Fellows participate in a cultural encounter 
workshop where we try, by examining words 
and meanings, to figure out how each of 
us sees the world.  First, we begin with the 
idea that colors can have deep meanings 
for people.  we choose a color and Fellows 
are invited to shout out what that color 
means to them so that we can record the 
different meanings.  Here are some results:  
we found out that green can symbolize new 
growth, environmentalism, money, sickness, 
or health.  white can symbolize death, 
weddings, ghosts, or purity.  the color red 
seemed to generate the most responses 
and is associated with weddings, happiness, 
prostitution, love, anger, republicans, heat, 
summer, among many others  

After thinking about colors, we tried to figure 
out what animals mean in different cultures 
and learned that strength is associated 
with elephants, lions, dragons, or oxen.  
interestingly, stupidity is associated with 
turkeys, pigeons, donkeys and sometimes 
owls. we laughed at ourselves and each 
other as we realize that we don’t all see or 
think about the world the same.  

From colors and animals, we moved onto 
recent experiences.  we asked our Fellows 
to write about an experience in the United 
States that got them thinking, or that 

experiences that 
challenge us, help us 

to rethink, reaffirm our 
thinking, and maybe 
help us to change.

cHeRie miot AbbANAt, LectUReR iN commUNicAtioNS 
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ever since the fourth century, the 
idea of cosmopolitanism has been 
associated with being “a citizen of the 
world”, as pointed out by philosopher 
Appiah, in his book called Rooted 
cosmopolitanism. According to the 
author, it is obvious that our ancestors 
through the past centuries had put 
immense efforts towards becoming a 
citizen of the world, as in the case of 
the author’s father. through his final 
message, “Remember you are the 
citizens of the world”, Appiah’s father 
tried to encourage his children to 
explore and embody the idea further, 
something he was unable to fully 
realize in his lifetime. 

Appiah in his explanation of the 
concept, views cosmopolitanism as a 
set of values of which “some values 
must be universal and some values 
to be local.” However, i argue that by 

drawing the boundaries between local and universal values, he divides the 
world into two parts, or simply as he himself puts it between “us” and “them”.
 
i think that it is not possible for anyone to have a universal understanding of 
the values that people practice globally, let alone, divide them into local and 
universal categories. the values that people practice are inherently complicated 
and evolve with time, giving identity and shape to the people in different 
societies in the world. therefore, i think that majority of the conflicts of this 
epoch emerge because of the unrealistic pressures exerted for changing the 
identity and values in the lives of people, which most, only comprehend through 
soulless pictures or through their partial understanding. we should be very 
cautious while talking about values and in particular, when dividing them into 
categories that seem to be hopeless considering our ancestors’ experiences. 
values are invisible, untouchable, and they are not simple physical items that 
through a scientific process, we can cut an extra part and paste it to another 
corner of the item or draw a border between several parts.

in conclusion, and perhaps in my limited knowledge, i think that 
cosmopolitanism or “citizen of the world” is a fabulous ideology, which emerges 
from a superficial interpretation of people’s values and roots. However, the 
way people understand and practice cosmopolitanism, could be very much 
different from it’s real origin, and may cause harm to people. therefore, the 
forces that draw borders between local and universal values, which establishes 
the “us” and “them’, could be very risky in the globe and can create further 
conflicts and wars among the societies. According to my understanding the 
notion of cosmopolitanism provides the opportunity to people of the globe to 
live together in peace by respecting each other identities and ways of living and 
not force all the people to be the way i Am.� 
  

“coSmoPoLitANiSm”: “A citizeN oF tHe woRLd”
wAHidULLAH Azizi, HUmPHRey FeLLow, AFGHANiStAN

could not afford 
to buy food and 
who had to stand 
in line to receive 
free food.  This 
was shocking.  
Then, when I 
was in Boston, 
I visited a shop 
that sold second-
hand goods.  I 
was amazed to 

find that people were busy scrabbling for 
second-hand clothes and other household 
items.  I didn’t realize that Americans 
could be as hungry for second-hand 
goods as many are in Africa and other 
developing countries.   
                   --robert mlauzi

I agree with many of the Fellows that 
electing a new president in the United 
States will not translate into major 
changes.  Specifically, American foreign 
policies will not be altered significantly. 
But I think that even a small change 
in American foreign policy could 
be important because America is a 
superpower and very small changes 
have big impacts on other countries, 
especially small, weak countries.   
                             --Hyun-soo Kang

So, what are cultural encounters? Some 
say cultural encounters happen when two 
people from different cultures encounter 
a problem, a new idea, or a challenge 
that they must work through.  Some 
say that cultural encounters are nothing 
special, they happen every day, especially 
in cities, where people from different 
backgrounds mix together.  Still, others 
suggest that cultural encounters are those 
very personal experiences that happen 
internally, as our ideas and thoughts are 
challenged by our experiences. 

our Fellows report that cultural 
encounters can fall into one or all of these 
categories.  cultural experiences can be 
shocking, strange, even bewildering, are 
always unexpected, and sometimes, just 
sometimes, helpful in understanding a 
new culture as well as helpful in better 
understanding themselves.  these are 
just a few reports.  we look forward to 
following our Fellows closely as they end 
their first semester here at MIT, begin 
their professional affiliations, and take on 
additional class work.� 

Humphrey Fellow wahidullah Azizi in 
washington d.c.
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provoking thought among students and 
faculty about the broad applicability of their 
research and the potential for collaboration. 
For instance, Professor diane davis, 
whose research concerns conflict cities 
in Latin America, has much to share with 
Fellows who are studying conflict cities in 
Afghanistan, Kosovo and brazil.

Humphrey Fellow mensur Hodzic from 
bosnia and Harzegovinia also made a 
valuable connection during the mapping 
exercise. Hodzic linked-up with a Phd 
candidate whose research on private-
public partnerships in low-income housing 
development was closely related to Hodzic’s 
concerns in his home country. while the Phd 
student’s own research focused on the US, 
each had many insights to share relating to 

the project was an instant success; within 
moments of the party starting, the ‘map’ 
was a bustling hub of people discussing 
how they connected, finding where they ‘fit’ 
in the department, and spotting previously 
unknown linkages between themselves and 
others in the department. one student was 
overheard saying “i’ll have to email that 
person…i just didn’t realize that our research 
had so much in common!” while others 
reported learning about research directions 
and linkages within dUSP that they had 
never considered prior to the event. 

the SPURS/Humphrey Fellows’ sites of 
research certainly brightened up the map, 

on december 11, 2008, more than a 
hundred dUSP students, faculty, staff and 
Fellows gathered together to celebrate the 
approaching holidays and the enriching 
and exciting semester that lay behind 
them. Prior to the celebration, a team of 
SPURS Fellows, Undergraduate, masters, 
and Phd students had collaborated to 
create a unique activity for the dUSP 
community– an “intellectual-mapping 
charette” to help the student body and 
faculty better understand how they 
connect by physically mapping where 
their nodes of study, the particularity of 
their research interests, and geographical 
field sites intersect. 

mcP Student jeff beam maps his research interests at the charette

dUSP iNteLLectUAL mAPPiNG cHARette
LAURie deNyeR wiLLiS, SPURS FeLLow, cANAdA
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the other’s work, and a real exchange of 
knowledge occurred between the two. 

the activity provided the opportunity for 
the dUSP community to learn more about, 
and from, incoming department Head, dr. 
Amy Glasmeier, whose diverse research 
interests and geographic foci decorated 
the map, connecting her to a wide array of 
students, Fellows and faculty. 

charette participants are looking forward to 
the project’s next steps. the physical “map” 
will be moved to a permanent location in 
the department, and the charette will be 
converted to a digital format, and posted on 
the SPURS website, serving as a long-term 
and easily accessible tool for continued 
collaboration in the department.� 

in january, Amy Glasmeier took over 
as head of the department  of Urban 
Studies and Planning. She is the 
twelfth department head since the 
program was  established in 1933 
and the first woman to lead what is 
now the  largest planning faculty in 
the US, possibly in the world.

An expert in economic geography, 
regional planning and spatial  
statistics, Glasmeier was previously 
on the faculty of the  Pennsylvania 
State University and the University 
of texas at  Austin.  most recently, 
she was the e. willard miller 
Professor of economic Geography at 
Penn State and the john whisman 
Scholar of the  Appalachian Regional 
commission.

She holds a bS in environmental 
Studies and Planning from Sonoma  
State University and an mA and 
Phd in city and Regional Planning  
from berkeley.  She has worked and 
traveled all over the world,  including 
Asia, Africa, europe and Latin 
America, and is currently  engaged 
in a retrospective examination of 
poverty and poverty policy  in the 
US, work that is leading to new 
perspectives on the nature  and 
extent of persistent poverty here.

in addition to her role as professor of 
economic geography,  Glasmeier has 
served as director of Penn State’s 
environmental  inquiry minor; as an 
editor of economic Geography and 
the cambridge  journal on Regions, 
economy, Society; and as director of the 
center  for Policy Research on energy, 
environment and community.  She has  
also served as head of the university’s 
department of Geography.

Her publications consist of more than 
5�0 scholarly articles and  several books, 
including manufacturing time: Global 
competition in  the world watch industry, 
1795�-2000 (Guilford Press, 2000); and 
From  combines to computers: Rural 
Services and development in the Age 
of  information technology, with marie 
Howland (SUNy Press, 1995�).

Her most recent book – An Atlas of 
Poverty in America: one Nation,  Pulling 
Apart 1960-2003 (Routledge Press, 2005�) 
– examines the  experience of people and 
places in poverty since the 1960s, looks  
across the last four decades at poverty 
in America and recounts the  history of 
poverty policy since the 1940s.

An interview with department Head  
Amy Glasmeier will be published in the 
upcoming issue of PLAN magazine.� 

mit dePARtmeNt oF URbAN StUdieS ANd 
PLANNiNG weLcomeS New dePARtmeNt 
HeAd Amy GLASmeieR
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we would like to thank Larry vale for his unwavering support of the SPURS/
Humphrey Program during his term as department Head (july 2002 - january 
2009). As a gesture of our appreciation, we have dedicated the cover of this 
publication to Larry. we wish him the best of luck with his next endeavors.
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eSSeNtiALS FoR deveLoPmeNt: 
tecHNoLoGy cHANGe, iNveStmeNt, ANd LeAdeRSHiP
2008-2009 SemiNAR SeRieS

sEptEmBEr | 8 
roBErt simHa
mit director of Planning emeritus and 
dUSP Research Associate
“the world of mit : Perspective of a 
University Planner”
mr. Simha discussed the spatial planning 
and development of mit over the past 
few decades and the critical role of 
planners in the short and long-term in 
the developmental context.

sEptEmBEr | 15
Kripa anantHpur
Assistant Professor, madras institute of 
development Studies
“From Rivalry to Synergy?-the 
changing Role of informal Local 
Governance institutions in the context 
of decentralized Governance in india” 
dr. Ananthpur discussed the evolution of 
formal and informal institutions in indian 
villages, arguing that the formal state 
tends to provide services more effectively 
when informal local governance 
institutions such as customary village 
councils (cvcs) concurrently operate 
in a relatively democratic and pluralist 
environment.

sEptEmBEr | 29
asEEm inam 
visit ing Lecturer
“Planning for the Unplanned: 
Recovering from crises in 
megacities” 
dr. inam provided a window 
into his book, Planning for the 
Unplanned: Recovering from 
crises in megacities, in which he 
used case studies in mexico city, 
Los Angeles and New york—to 
demonstrate how cities respond to 
unexpected and sudden changes.

octoBEr | 6
sHyam KHandEKar 
director, building design 
Partnership Limited (bdP) 
Khandekar
“creating a Sense of Place”
Using a variety of projects from 
his own practice, dr. Khandekar 
demonstrated how planners/
designers on the one hand allow 
for flexibility in design, while on 
the other hand create a sense of 
place that is not destroyed by this 
flexibility. 

octoBEr | 27
angEliQuE 
cHEttiparamB
Research Fellow, School of city 
and Regional Planning, cardif f 
University, UK
“Planning education in india”
dr. chettiparamb presented major 
issues in planning education in 
india as connected to the changing 
context within which planning as a 
profession operates. She focused 
on decentralization and the new 
demands and challenges that 
planning faces today.

noVEmBEr | 3
lori BrEslow
director, teaching and Learning 
Laboratory and Senior Lecturer, Sloan 
School of management
“communicating Across culture”
dr. breslow, drawing on the diversity of 
backgrounds in the room, challenged 
participants to re-examine the ways 
they communicate across cultures and 
disciplines.

noVEmBEr | 17
daVE JoHnson
Fellow of the American institute of 
Certified Planners (FAICP), Professor 
emeritus, University of tennessee, 
Knoxville
“National contexts, institutional 
Frameworks and Long cycles in 
American Regional Planning thought 
and Practice”
Reviewing national and regional-level 
planning approaches in the United 
States since the 18th century, dr. 
johnson illustrated three competing 
pairs of planning approaches--
conservative/competitive, ameliorative/
pragmatic, and progressive/utopian.

noVEmBEr | 24
alicE amsdEn
barton L weller Professor of Political 
economy, department of Urban Studies 
and Planning, mit
“why Poverty Alleviation and Not 
employment Generation?”
dr. Amsden emphasized planners’ role 
in employment generation to alleviate 
poverty in developing countries, arguing 
that employment formation should be 
understood through three aspects—
distribution of income, ownership of 
capital, and control over capital.  

Professor dave johnson addresses the SPURS/Humphrey Fellows

the SPURS/Humphrey monday Seminar 
Series, co-sponsored by the international 
development Group, exposes Fellows 
and students of the department of Urban 
Studies and Planning (dUSP) to the 
challenges of development, and provides 
a critical understanding of development 
theory and knowledge of the tools 
that leaders need, to be successful in 
promoting responsible and sustainable 
development.  the series’ theme for the 
2008-2009 academic year is “essentials 
for development: technological change, 
investment, and Leadership.” 
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PRoFeSSioNAL NewS
interrogation,” a chance for diverse 
participants to challenge their views and 
others in a discussion around a case of 
“situated justice.”
           
Participants first learned the details of the 
case, a low-producing pedestrian mall in 
the Princesshay district of exeter, a town 
in the county of devon, Great britain. 
Under perceived conditions of increasing 
retail competition in the region, the city 
council conducted an economic study 
and settled on the goal of redeveloping 
Princesshay, a downtown shopping area 
with “low-value shops” and a design some 
viewed as “the worst in post-war modern 
architecture” on land owned by the city. 
the case proceeded to outline complex 
relationships between the city council, a 
private developer, citizen interest groups, 
and regulatory bodies at other levels of 
government. of particular note were 

JusticE, JudgEmEnt and 
planning: From tHE gloBal 
to tHE local

on october 23, 2008, the SPURS/
Humphrey program jointly sponsored 
a workshop with Harvard University’s 
Loeb Fellows program. the Loeb 
Fellows program brings mostly domestic 
professionals in planning-related fields to 
Harvard’s Graduate School of design for 
one year. the workshop, entitled “justice, 
judgment and Planning”, presented 
by University of Sheffield professors 
Heather campbell, malcolm tait, and 
craig watkins, brought together the two 
groups of mid-career professionals to 
respond to what the facilitators termed 
a “relatively ordinary” case study. SPURS/
Humphrey program director bish Sanyal 
opened the workshop with a hope that 
it would lead to a form of “cultural 

Loeb Fellowship Program director, jim Stockard, discusses issues of justice with the 
Loeb and SPURS/Humphrey Fellows

issues surrounding the privatization of 
public space and conflicting roles that 
a city council may play as both a land 
owner and regulatory institution.

over lunch, workshop participants 
discussed and responded to a series of 
questions related to the key challenges 
and dilemmas in the case, including the 
principles guiding decision making in 
planning. After reconvening to listen to 
watkins present major issues relating 
to real estate development, economic 
growth and social justice, the participants 
again discussed the case, this time in 
more general terms around the themes of 
justice, judgment and planning and what 
principles should guide intervention. the 
workshop concluded with groups sharing 
their ideas and the facilitators pulling the 
broad themes of the session together. �

the SPURS and Humphrey Fellows visited 
the boston Redevelopment Authority on 
december 5�, 2008. they were received 
by david carlson, senior architect on the 
urban design team at the bRA. david spoke 
about the history and current practice of 
the organization. this was followed by a 
discussion session with the Fellows and a 
tour of the agency’s large-scale model of 
the city of boston.

spurs Visits tHE Bra

the professional visit to the Fenway 
community development corporation 
was organized by SPURS alumnus 
manuel delgado and the director of 
the cdc, carl Koechlin. manuel gave 
a presentation on the development 
of communities in boston. He was 
accompanied by david Holtzman of 
the Fenway cdc who spoke about the 
organization and its accomplishments.

dEVEloping FEnway

the Fellows had a face-to-face exchange with 
jonathan R. davis, deputy General manager 
and Chief Financial Officer, regarding the 
impact of the current financial crisis on 
the agency’s financial future. Andrew D. 
brennan, director of environmental Affairs, 
also discussed green technologies, which 
were being used in the mbtA-operated 
vehicles and facilities.  our special thanks 
to former SPURS Fellow, victor Rivas, who 
helped arrange the visit and gather an 
impressive array of  panelists for the day.

FinancE and 
sustainaBility: 
viSitiNG tHe mbtA
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SociAL NewS

the annual “maine Retreat,” hosted by the SPURS 
Program, was held during September 19-21, 2008. the 
Fellows, faculty and staff spent the weekend immersed 
in conversations, cultural workshops, political debates as 
well as social activities in an effort to get to know each 
other better. the picturesque maine Houses located 
on the banks of Lake christopher provided the perfect 
New england setting for forging strong connections and 
meaningful pathways for the year to come. the Fellows 
and participants alike, came away with cherished 
memories and great enthusiasm to embark on the 
year long journey at MIT, hoping to make a significant 
difference in their immediate community and beyond.

the maine Houses retreat grounds

Fall 2008 provided the 
Fellows with a multitude of 
opportunities to get to know 
their cohort while engaging 
with the surroundings of 
scenic New england. in 
addition, the pivotal 2008 
elections gave the Fellows an 
opportunity to reflect on the 
role of the US in global politics 
and its significance within the 
country. 

the Fellows singing a song composed by Laurie (mS SPURS Fellow) at the annual thanksgiving dinner.

rEtrEating to tHE grEat outdoors

As part of their initial orientation to boston, the Fellows were 
taken on a trolley tour of boston. After an extensive tour of 
many of the historic and tourist sites of boston, the Fellows 
were met by victor Rivas, a former SPURS/Humphrey Fellow, 
at Quincy market, where they took a break for lunch. victor, 
then personally guided the second part of the day and led 
the Fellows on a walking tour through parts of the emerald 
Necklace as well as the boston waterfront.

gEtting to Know BEantown
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spurs/HumpHrEy FEllows connEct witH mit undEr-
graduatEs to discuss tHE prEsidEntial dEBatEs

this vibrant year in the United States provided unique opportunities for 
the SPURS/Humphrey Fellows to engage in discussions around US politics 
with mit students.

During the first presidential debate between John McCain and Barack 
obama, the SPURS/Humphrey Fellows met with undergraduate residents 
of the international House to watch debate footage and comment on the 
major issues of the campaign. 

the international House, an undergraduate residence of 
22 students committed to global leadership, was founded 
in 2007 as a living and learning community for students 
interested in the field of international development. Ghanaian 
SPURS Fellow, theophilus Kwesi Anderson, lives at iHouse as 
a ‘Fellow in Residence,” providing guidance to the students. 
Previous Fellows helped students set up independent projects 
in their home countries. SPURS/Humphrey program director 
bish Sanyal and iHouse housemasters, wesley and Sandra 
Harris also serve on the Advisory board for the house and 
strive to bring the groups together.

the September event was well-received by Fellows and 
students alike. claudia espinoza, a student in civl engineering 
recalled with excitement the opportunity to hear about the 
real impacts of the war on terror from wahid Azizi, Humphrey  

Fellow from Afghanistan. “Fellow in Residence” Anderson 
was equally impressed with the undergraduates’ breadth of 
knowledge about American and global politics. � 

what does obama’s presidency 
mean for the u.s. and for the 
world?

“barack obama’s presidency means hope 
for the United States . . hope that the 
dream of a new, fair and wealthy nation 
living in better relation with the rest of 
the world can become real; and for all 
other countries, hope in a more peaceful 
age which in time can lead to wealth, 
prosperity and equality, no matter what 
conditions or challenges they face.”

          adam pinto, Humphrey Fellow, benin

Humphrey Fellow Adam Pinto in washington d.c.

international House students mapping their program goals

on october 25�, 2008 the mit fellows joined with the boston 
University Humphrey fellows to enjoy their first Pumpkin 
Festival in the town of Keene, New Hampshire. Festival 
organizers transformed the town into a giant fairground 
filled with thousands of jack-o’-lanterns. The trip turned out 
to be another memorable activity for the Fellows in which 
they got to experience yet another American tradition.

a tastE oF amErican tradition
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Richard j. Samuels, Ford international 
Professor of Political Science  and director 
of the center for international Studies at 
the massachusetts institute of technology 
prepared the following remarks for the 
SPURS and Humphrey Fellows during 
the visit of ed Roslof and Amy Nemith to 
mit.

  
i am going to assume that each of you 
has a feel for the general issue: the world 
has shrunk.   the movement of people 
and goods and ideas across borders 
is occurring at greater speeds and in 
combinations we have never experienced 
before.  we are seeing how much we have 
been missing.  there is a world beyond 
02139 (the zipcode of the mit campus) 
that is vibrant and innovative and racing 
ahead.  US education needs to expand its 
horizon to meet the challenge-- or else 
face obsolescence.  that’s the standard 
trope.  it is intuitively appealing and 
seems about right. 
 
thomas Friedman, the Ny times 
columnist, is most closely associated with 
popularizing an extreme version of this 
argument:  He told us that “the world 
is flat.”  On his account, rapid increases 
in communications and migration have 
reduced borders-- geographical, physical, 
and most strikingly, virtual.  His was a 
call to arms to policymakers and-- in a 
first derivative-- educators to understand 
the implications of these changes and to 
capture the rent from the new rules they 
engender.   
 
outsourcing, open sourcing, cross-
national supply chains, and other features 

of the new global economy have created 
new opportunities-- ripe for the picking 
by those who understand how and by 
those who are willing to be flexible.  more 
important, for Friedman (and here is 
where the argument gets extreme), they 
have forced the world to converge on a 
single best way to organize production 
and generate knowledge.   
 
this simplification was less than half 
right.  the frustrating truth is that 
globalization does not uniformly translate 
into “flatness”-- if by flatness one means 
reduced friction.  it turns out that the 
speed and new connectivity that comes 
from increased access to information 
and markets also-- and perhaps more 
importantly-- engenders increased 
complexity and inequality.   
 
complexity and inequality mean 
greater, not less.  National and religious 
communities are in better contact than 
ever before-- but their connections 
also separate them from one another 
at the same rate-- or faster-- that they 
connect across borders.  yes, there is 
much convergence, but there is just as 
much divergence.   the world may have 
become smaller, but it has hardly become 
flatter.   
 
in short, one size never fits all-- even if 
we wish it to be so with all our might.  
this is why policymakers and educators 
need to pay greater attention to the 
differences around us.  
 
we might think of this as the paradox of 
globalization-- one that mit is determined 
to unbundle.     

 
our council is doing this by starting 
with the appreciation of diversity and 
complexity, and by appreciating that 
globalization forces mit to both transmit 
and to receive.   
 
we know that the secret to American 
science and technology is the openness 
of our research universities.  i understand 
that 40% of the faculty in science and 
40% of the faculty in engineering were 
born abroad.  the benefits of mit’s 
internationalization-- for the campus, 
for the region, for the nation, for the 
world-- are too numerous to list. 
 
SPURS is an example of how we benefit 
from being on the receiving end.  the 
young men and women who come to 
campus under this program bring more 
than their intellect-- which is considerable.  
they also bring their experiences as 
professionals, professionals whose ideas 
about defining problems, organizing 
teams, recovering from failures, or 
measuring success may be different 
from those of our students and faculty.  
thus, what looks like a program to teach 
is just as much a program to learn. the 
benefits flow both ways.   
 
indeed, our task force is also focused 
on making sure that the flow of people 
and of knowledge is reciprocal.  we will 
not be passive about mit’s globalization.  
we will not assume that everything 
important will be accessible to us in 
english, here in 02139, and in real time. 
 
As we see it, there is a real added value 
to making sure we not only benefit from 
diversity on our campus and but also 
position our students to learn about best 
practices wherever they exist.  
 

RicHARd j. SAmUeLS: “tHe woRLd HAS SHRUNK ”
RemARKS FoR tHe octobeR 27tH HUmPHRey/SPURS diNNeR

HumpHrEy campus Vist

on october 27, 2008, the Fellows 
welcomed ed Roslof, director, and Amy 
Nemith, Senior Program manager of the 
Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship Program, 
to the mit campus.  the visit gave the 
Fellows a one-on-one chance to share 
their academic and daily-life experiences 
at mit.  during the dinner reception, 
the Fellows were pleased to have the 
attendance of four deans and four 
directors of mit administration, who have 
given constant support to the SPURS/
Humphrey program.  As ed observed, 
“the Humphrey program is well-regarded 
within mit” and “the Fellows are clearly 
benefiting from it….”

2008-2009 SPURS/Humphrey Fellows and Program staff with ed Roslof and Amy Nemith
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in celebration of SPURS’ 40th 
Anniversary, on April 3, 2008 Robert 
buckley, managing director of the 
Rockefeller Foundation, met with 
students and faculty to discuss the 
Foundation’s new African initiatives. 
in the evening, SPURS/Humphrey 
alumni/ae, faculty, staff, former 
directors, and current Fellows were 
invited to a 40th Anniversary dinner 
celebration at Le meridien Hotel. bish 
Sanyal, SPURS/Humphrey director and 
chair of the mit Faculty, discussed 
the history of SPURS. Larry vale, Head 
of the department of Urban Studies 
and Planning (dUSP), emphasized the 
important role that SPURS has played 
in dUSP. He also awarded Nimfa 
de Leon, SPURS Administrator, a 
certificate for her outstanding service 
to SPURS and the department. Piotr 
Lorens, a SPURS alum (1996-1997) 
from Poland, spoke about the lessons 
he learned at SPURS. Finally, bassim 
Halaby, the co-founder and chairman 
of benchmark international and mcP 
1988, gave a keynote talk titled, 
“irrational exuberance: A Global 

trend?” Halaby, a former mcP and 
Sloan student, discussed the role 
that mit played in his career and 
the challenge facing cities in the 
middle east as they cope with rapid 
development.

on April 4, 2008 SPURS celebrated 
its 40th Anniversary in conjunction 
with the 75�th Anniversary of the 
department of Urban Studies and 
Planning in a day-long symposium: 
changing cities: celebrating 75� years 
of Planning better Futures at mit. dr. 
Allan Goodman, ceo and President of 
the institute of international education 
headed the luncheon seminar titled, 
“if the world is Flat, what are Still 
doing in cambridge?” dr. Goodman 
praised SPURS for providing an 
excellent opportunity for SPURS and 
Humphrey Fellows to come to mit 
from around the world. He challenged 
mit to promote more international 
experiences for its own students and 
to continue to strengthen universities 
across the globe.

For a video of dr. Goodman’s talk, go to 
http://mitworld.mit.edu/video/5�91/

dr. Allan Goodman speaks at the 40th Anniversary of the SPURS program

And so, we are discussing how to reach 
out and touch the world to make it 
and ourselves even smarter.  working 
with the many visitors who are here 
on campus-- including the SPURS 
Fellows-- we will develop even more 
programs to learn and teach about 
global complexity.   
 
if we don’t, our students will be cogs 
in global machines-- but we should 
want them to design and operate these 
machines-- we should want them to 
step boldly and intelligently out into 
the global marketplace of ideas and 
commerce.  we should want them to 
lead, and leadership requires better 
knowledge of how globalization and 
localization interact.   
 
the job of the new task force is to lay 
all this out systematically, intellectually, 
and programmatically.  we plan to issue 
a detailed blueprint in the spring.   
 
i will certainly not be writing this task 
Force report by myself, but if i were, i 
would insist that every student should 
have the choice-- and be provided the 
space and tools-- to learn about the 
rest of the world-- the world in which 
she or he will operate and, hopefully, 
lead.  this will require that we 
increase the funding for students who 
participate.  we will have to increase 
the variety of foreign languages 
taught here.  it means that we have 
to augment significantly the number 
of faculty who can guide students 
through world affairs, and enhance the 
many benefits provided by SPURS and 
other programs.     
    
we may need to expand the number 
of SPURS-like activities that attract 
the world’s best and brightest problem 
solvers.  we certainly will need 
many more subjects that help them 
understand the concepts and forces that 
connect and disconnect communities 
and nations.  it also means that we 
have to multiply the number of hands-
on experiences for students to work 
and live in another culture.   
 
these are just the bare bones-- the 
skeleton-- of my preferences.  the 
report will have much more meat and 
will include very innovative ideas, 
some of which i am quite certain none 
of us has yet imagined.  this is, after 
all, mit, where folks are always in the 
process of trying to stay ahead of the 
future.  
 

spurs cElEBratEs 40tH 
anniVErsary
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SPotLiGHt oN biLL mASSAQUoi, HUmPHRey FeLLow 2003 - 2004

ALUmNi/Ae

He directs a major public health 
organization, has started his own non-
profit foundation and is a legend in 
the world of microfinance. it’s hard to 
believe that bill massaquoi (Humphrey 
Fellow 2003 - 2004) ever sleeps! 

As country director of medical teams 
international, bill manages a staff of 
25� medical professionals, oversees five 
clinics serving 45�,000 patients annually, 
and directs 5�40 volunteers.  the primary 
aim of medical teams international is to 
serve a region of Liberia currently cut-off 
from the national public health system.  
in the long run, bill envisages medical 
teams international as a bridge between 
vulnerable groups and Liberia’s national 
health system.  An illustrative and recent 
example of this vision can be found in 
bill’s effort to transform the Lofa bridge 
Health clinic into a health center. the 
upgraded facility will serve an estimated 
34,000 who are otherwise more than a 
day’s journey away from a health center.  
over the next three years medical teams 
international will raise resources to 
improve the health facility and expand 
the staff at Lofa bridge.  bill has already 
raised $95�,000 in private donations for 
the Lofa bridge upgradation project, 
while simultaneously securing pledges 
from the Liberian government to support 
the facility over the long run.  

this is all the more impressive when you 
consider that this is only bill’s “day job”!  
bill is also the Founder-President of 
Rebuild Africa, a non-profit foundation 
that strives to inculcate leadership 
and entrepreneurship amongst youth 
in post-conflict countries.  Rebuild 

Africa’s Leadership Scholarship program 
currently supports 14 individuals, 
a number, bill hopes to increase to 
100, over the next two years. the 
foundation’s other program, integrated 
Rural Rejuvenation, helps war-affected 
people resettle in their original habitat 
by reviving livelihood and social services. 
over time, bill hopes his foundation will 
establish a university, a bank and a relief 
and development organization.       

bill’s resolve to ending deprivation in 
Africa is not new. before coming to mit, 
bill worked in the field of microfinance—
initially in his home country of Liberia 
and then in neighboring Sierra Leone.  
He created Liberia’s LeAP microfinance 
Program, an initiative he directed 
between 1994 and 2002.  in this short 
span of time, he built the staff from 1 
to 40 and devised strategies for serving 
over 15�,000 clients through the worst of 
the Liberian civil war. building off this 
experience, bill worked for war Relief 
in Sierra Leone, where he managed a 
construction project that built 1,200 
houses and three schools.  

when bill was awarded the Humphrey 
Fellowship and chosen  to come to  the 
SPURS Program,  his goal was to gain 
insight on how to make  microfinance 
programs more effective in Africa. 
once at mit, he  discovered that dUSP 
faculty, while appreciative of the many 
positive  outcomes of microfinance 
programs, were far more interested in  
understanding institutional processes, 
organizational behavior and the  politics 
of development.  this difference in 
orientation, and the  sheer breadth 

of dUSP course offerings, enticed bill 
to apply to mit’s prestigious master 
in city Planning degree program.  bill 
used the extra years at mit to take 
additional coursework in public finance 
theory, property law, microeconomics 
and planning theory.  His master’s 
thesis, written under the supervision 
of Professor balakrishnan Rajagopal, 
reflects bill’s commitment to equality 
and his intellectual integrity.  bill offered 
a frank assessment of the role of women 
in post-conflict redevelopment, arguing 
that despite the prominence of elected 
women officials, social transformation 
for ordinary women in countries like 
Liberia requires institutional changes 
(Liberia has the distinction of being 
the first African state to elect a woman 
head of government.  in addition, the 
strategic government ministries of 
Finance, justice, commerce, Gender, 
youth and Sports and National Police are 
all headed by women).  

while at mit, bill also built a cohort 
of friends and colleagues who have 
taken an active interest in his work.  
outstanding amongst these friends is 
topher mcdougal (cP ’07 and current 
Phd candidate in dUSP).  topher and 
bill first met fall 2005�, when they were 
both taking Prof. Rajagopal’s property 
law seminar.  their shared interest in 
politics of post-conflict redevelopment 
quickly became the basis of a close 
collegial friendship.  together they have 
authored medical team international’s 
country Strategy Paper for Liberia.  
this document establishes goals and 
strategies for medical teams international 
to link its work to the Government of 
Liberia’s health programs. topher had 
the following anecdote to share from 
his visit to Liberia (which was supported 
by the mit Public Service center): “i 
am truly impressed with the way bill 
handles his team…From short, but 
health work-relevant “mini-sermons” 
during morning prayers, to his knack 
for keeping the ‘big picture’ in mind 
even as he was bombarded with the 
nonstop challenges of daily operations, 
he was a real inspiration.”  bill talks 
of his own childhood when explaining 
this determination: “Growing up, i felt 
that i was in a deep valley, with many 
other people who were also struggling. 
i was lucky enough to climb out. Now 
that i stand at the top, how could i walk 
away?” 

Humphrey Alumnus bill massaquoi
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Zhu yuFan (SPURS 2005�, china)
SPURS alumnus zhu yuFan recently received recognition from the American Society of 
Landscape Architects (ASLA) for his project New Poetic mountain Habitat-the Fragrant 
Hill 81 yard. ASLA awarded yuFan a 2008 Professional Award in the Residential 
design category for the community landscape design for a 40-townhouse real-estate 
project located on a 2.7-hectare site in beijing, pictured above. yuFan was one of ten 
professionals to receive this award.

illac diaz (Humphrey 2005�-2006, Philippines) continues to reap awards even 
after his return to the Philippines. He recently received the Alumni impact 
Award from the institute of international education for his project, the “disaster 
Resistant bamboo School.” 

AwARd wiNNiNG ALUmNi

HiGHLiGHtS FRom tHe FieLd

Award-winning New Poetic mountain Habitat designed by SPURS alumnus zhu yuFan

Kristalina georgieva (SPURS 1991-
1992, bulgaria) was appointed the vice 
President and corporate Secretary of 
the world bank in march 2008. She 
will head the corporate Secretariat, 
which serves as interlocutor between 
the world bank board of executive 
directors and bank management. She 
was formerly director for strategy 
and operations in the world bank 
Sustainable development Network. 

After six months as a consultant with 
the world bank in the LAc region, 
patricia acosta (Humphrey 2005�-
2006, colombia) will be returning 
home to take a position as an 
Associate Professor in Universidad del 
Rosario in bogota. She will be teaching 
in the department of Political Science, 
which has created a new 5�-year 
undergraduate program in Urban 
Studies. the new program aims to give 
students and potential political and 
civic leaders a broad base of concepts 
and knowledge of governance tools, 
including territorial planning, to 
promote local development.

alfonso Valenzuela - aguilera 
(SPURS 2003-2004, mexico) continues 
to teach Urban Planning at the State 
University of morelos. He organized 
a major conference on Sustainable 
megacities at the University of tokyo 
in early 2008 and has been a guest 
speaker at several universities, 
including Harvard, Stanford, Sorbonne 
and oxford brookes. He was awarded 
the 2008 Guggenheim Fellowship for 
Latin America to conduct research 
on crime and public space in the bay 
Area of San Francisco, cA. Alfonso 
is currently a visiting Scholar at 
the institute of Urban and Regional 
development at the University of 
california at berkeley 2007-2009.
aval@berkeley.edu

tinghai wu (SPURS 2004, china) has 
recently authored a new book titled 
Regional Planning in modern china. 
the volume traces regional planning 
in china from 1840 to the modern day, 
analyzing four major stages in the 
country’s planning history. wu draws 
lessons from china’s experiences and 
offers recommendations on how to 
further improve upon china’s regional 
spatial planning. 

Award-winning “disaster Resistant bamboo School” by Humphrey alumnus illac diaz

alumni/aE updatEs
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2008-2009 SPURS/Humphrey Fellows and Administrators

Editors
NimFA de LeoN
mAdHU dUttA-KoeHLeR
debmALyA GUHA
XiN Li
SUNARee mARSHALL

2008 - 2009 
HumpHrEy FEllows
wAHidULLAH Azizi
Afghanistan

XiAoHUi cHeN
china     

meNSUR Hodzic
bosnia and Harzegovinia

jANG jeAN KANG
South Korea

bwebUKyA GodFRey KiSeKKA
Uganda 

AyLiN KUzU
turkey 

beAtRice LAjci
Kosovo    

RobeRt mLAUzi
zambia    

KAtiA LULi NAKASHiGUe
brazil     

AdAm PiNto
benin     

Koit SAARevet
estonia
 

spurs Faculty
cHeRie miot AbbANAt  mcP
Lecturer in communications  

ALice H. AmSdeN  Phd
barton L. weller Professor of Political economy

XAvieR de SoUzA bRiGGS  Phd
Associate Professor of Sociology and Urban 
Planning

joANN cARmiN  Phd
Associate Professor of environmental Policy & 
Planning

diANe e. dAviS  Phd
Professor of Political Sociology & Head, 
international development Group

RALPH A. GAKeNHeimeR Phd
Professor of Urban Planning, emeritus 

ANNette m. Kim  Phd 
Ford international career development 
Assistant Professor of Urban Studies & Planning 

RicHARd LocKe  Phd 
Alvin j. Siteman Professor of entrepreneurship & 
Political Science

joHN de moNcHAUX  mArch Ud
Professor of Architecture & Planning, emeritus 

KAReN R. PoLeNSKe  Phd
Professor of Regional Political economy & 
Planning 

bALAKRiSHNAN RAjAGoPAL,Phd, Sjd
Associate Professor of Law & development,
director, mit Program on Human Rights & 
justice  

biSHwAPRiyA SANyAL  Phd
Ford international Professor of Urban 
development & Planning, mit Faculty chair, 
2007-2009

LAwReNce SUSSKiNd  Phd
Ford Professor of Urban & environmental 
Planning & Head, environmental Policy Group 

jUditH teNdLeR  Phd
Professor of Political economy   

j. PHiLiP tHomPSoN  Phd
Associate Professor of Urban Politics

cHRiStoPHeR zeGRAS  Phd
Ford career development Assistant Professor 
of transportation & Urban Planning

2008 - 2009 
spurs FEllows
tHeoPHiLUS KweSi ANdeRSoN
Ghana     

HyUN Soo KANG
South Korea 

cHANHo Kim
South Korea

wAN LiU
china     

jUAN dAvid RodRiGUez
columbia 

LAURie deNyeR wiLLiS
canada

spurs administration
biSHwAPRiyA SANyAL Phd
director, SPURS Program

NimFA de LeoN
SPURS Administrator

RALPH A. GAKeNHeimeR Phd
Professor of Urban Planning, emeritus 

cHeRie AbbANAt mcP
Lecturer in communications
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