Fall 2009

The Environmental Policy and Planning Group is a group
within the Department of Urban Studies and Planning
School of Architecture and Planning

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

http://lweb.mit.edu/dusp/epp

Inside This Issue

EPP Welcomes Steward Pickett

Alumni Profiles

Preparing Cities for Climate Change

Massachusetts Climate Change Adaptation Project

Energy Studies in DUSP

Do You Support a New Undergraduate Minor and a New
Certificate Of Advanced Gradauate Study in Environment
and Sustainability? ... 7

MUSIC Update

Volume XVII of Papers on International Environmental
Negotiation Released

PhD Profiles

Student Awards and Recognitions

Massthead photo credit: NOA (www.photolib.noaa.gov)
Design and lay-out: Nina Tamburello

EPP WELCOMES STEWARD PICKETT

by Amanda Martin

This fall, the Environmental Policy and Planning
group welcomes Dr. Steward Pickett as a Martin
Luther King, Jr. Visiting Professor at DUSP. Dr.
Pickett, a Plant Ecologist with the Cary Institute of
Ecosystem Studies, brings a wealth of ecological
knowledge to the Department.

No stranger to urban issues, Dr. Pickett directs one
of the largest projects on urban ecosystems in the
United States. The Baltimore Ecosystem Study
(BES) is one of two National Science Foundation
Long Term Ecological Research Programs that
focus on cities. BES engages natural scientists,
social scientists, and non-academic partners to
develop understandings of material and energy
flows through urban systems and the interaction
of social and economic structures and ecological
systems. As Dr. Pickett describes it, BES
conceives of the city as a series of linked ecological
and social landscapes, an approach that provides
direction for researchers of different disciplines to
work together.

During his tenure at DUSP, Dr. Pickett looks
forward to interacting with members of the planning
discipline. He explains that “the farther you get
from your own discipline, the more quickly you get
confused, and that can be a good thing.” He sees
great potential in articulating the linkages between
social sciences and ecology and developing
vocabularies of “common language” and “common
meaning.” As an ecologist, he is interested in
bringing the discussion of ethics and values that
is often more explicit in planning to scientific
inquiry. He also sees the significance of bringing
perspectives from contemporary ecological
research to design and planning. (cont’d on page 4)
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by JoAnn Carmin

(cont’d from page 1)
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by Larry Susskind

by Larry Susskind
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by Herman Karl

USGS Team Reviews MUSIC
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MUSIC Projects
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(www.pon.harvard.edu).
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compiled by Todd Schenk

Isabelle Anguelovski won the
Harold Horowitz Award.

Chris Horne was awarded the
Charles Abrams Scholarship
Award from the American
Planning Association.This
represents the second year in a
row, and the sixth time in nine
years, that an MIT student has
won the award.

Melissa Haeffner won a grant
from the Council of Arts for her
photo exhibit of my summer
research in Ghana that wiill
take place in the Rotch Library
throughout the month of April.




