Let’s get started:
Reminder: Janet Fisher has made a guidebook for Grad students.  RQE information also can be found in a pamphlet.  

I view the RQE as an opportunity when focusing on a small condense topic.  It has written part describing a specific research topic & oral part (20-30 minutes long for the talk) followed by a series of questions.  Application starts by writing (can have assistance from advisors, friends, etc).  Students submit who they want on their committee (2 members) but ultimately it is up to the area chair.  Followed by scheduling exam, etc.  Ideally it is a good idea to have someone that will enjoy hearing your topic.

Co-chaired this system development.  Actual exam is usually fun.  Outcomes: qualified (duh).  Continuing – do something to correct the situation.  “Flame out” (not qualified) – requires new committee.

With written segment – published paper for conference, do we need to modify that paper for the RQE

Once the committee is assigned, take the paper to the pair and ask if it will suffice.  Ask the committee’s expectation.
Area II would be a ‘yes’ unless it is co-authored by a ton of people.  If that is the case, you need a letter from advisor saying that you are principle author.  Generally the advisor needs to write something about this being ‘good work’.

What is the difference between master’s thesis and RQE

Don’t have to be related, but generally are.  Normally do master’s research, it has a beginning, middle, and end.  Most people continue, but if switching advisors/projects, you might have to wait.  Master’s thesis and RQE don’t have to be done together, if the MS only scratch the surface, might want to wait before taking RQE.  Talk to your advisor, that is the best suggestion.

If your MS is too nebulous, might want to focus on something more specific (still in scope of research).

There was an RQE that went bad because great experimental work, but only shallow theoretical.  Committee requested an extension.  If you cannot make requirements, talk to area chair and get an extension.

How is the presentation?  Do we normally use powerpoint, etc.  What do you look for in terms of visuals and what stands out to you and keeps you engaged?

Consider your audience, and cater to your audience.  Give background, motivations, significance, findings, and contributions.  Walk the audience through the story.

Clarity counts, be ready for the situations such as committee doesn’t fully read paper, reads too much, etc.  If you have formulas on 2nd slide, you have a problem.  
In this way, conference proceedings might not be appropriate because conference members are experts and the committee that doesn’t have to be experts.  If you don’t like your committee/makes you uncomfortable, talk to the area chair.  It doesn’t have to be the first go.

When we submit the abstract/application, who reads it.

Only area chairs read the application, assigns the committee and then the student schedules the test.

Who reserves the room?

Patsy can help you out with that.  Another point about the application, is that the test doesn’t have to be immediately after submission.

Be on good terms with your advisor’s assistant.

Can our academic advisors be on our committee?

Yes, but not your research advisor.  But I never put them on a committee.

I’ve never been asked, but don’t think it is a problem.  However, the goal of this is to get outside population into the mix.  But if they are the best for the committee, I’d put them there.

Can the committee members be outside MIT?

We would want them to be part of MIT EECS to maintain standards.

If you cannot convey your work, there is an obvious lack of communication, so you should really try to convey it.  Chances are there are department members that know something about your research (at least the basics).
What is the protocol asking a RQE committee member to be on your thesis member?  I’d assume that would be a natural progression.

I think that would be fine, but you should discuss it with your research advisor.

It’s not unknown for your advisor to approach someone to be on your thesis committee.  Step 1: ask your advisor, step 2: we’re all friendly here, unless we have a beard.

A lot of my friends were really stressed about the RQE, what is it like?  And how would approach it?

Don’t be too stressed.  But be sure to prepare, practice your talk, and make sure your within the time limits.

2 issues: is the work ready?   You want to write up this to make it look right.  Always, ALWAYS practiced it in front of real people.  Your group, hired people, etc.  It is normal to give a talk, and completely redo it.  Everyone does that.  Don’t be scared.  Spending a couple of months writing it up and a couple of weeks practicing the talk to make sure everything it is clean and elegant is time consuming.  The only thing not called for is ‘being scared’.  Butterflies in stomach is normal, I still get them, but being scared shouldn’t be an issue.

We used to have the OQE and that was extremely scary.  3 people would be there and asked arbitrary subjects of their choosing, typically probability as it is more obscure.

If you need to have someone help you (research advisor), ask them to listen to your practice.  They will tell you where you need more/less detail and instill you with confidence.

Normally I have a group meeting the week prior to a RQE to have the group give feedback.  The students also give very good advice.

Many of us are international students and we might need writing assistance are there any places?

Not in our department, but there is a place at MIT for assistance (the writing center).  They can help with everything and are located in the basement of Stata.  Last thing you want is to find out you cannot write is when doing your thesis so might as well get started now and save heartache later.
Each field has different mechanics & format so ask your advisor to look over your proposal.

