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A1029.  Data-driven physician operates on the world  
they know and know well. 













...like the use of diagnostic gamuts 
in medicine, whereby the doctor is 

reminded, in examining patients 
and considering their symptoms, to 

check all their systems. The ecological 
inventory is also a diagnostic tool, a 

checklist of interrelated systems. 

Spirn 2010, 108



Man [sic], seek the path of a benign 
planetary enzyme, aspire to be the 
world’s physician.

McHarg 1996
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“A Sense of Crisis Has 
Brought Us Together...”

What is merely offensive or disturbing 
today threatens life itself tomorrow.

Those who plan for the future must 
understand natural resources and 
processes. [...] They must know geology, 
physiography, climatology, ecology to 
know why the world’s physical features 
are where they are; and why plants, 
animals and man [sic] flourish in some 
places and not in others. [...] Only then 
are they qualified to plan and design 
the environment.



All epistemology begins in fear – fear 
that the world is too labyrinthine to be 
threaded by reason; fear that the senses 
are too feeble and the intellect too frail; 
fear that memory fades, even between 
adjacent steps of a mathematical 
demonstration; fear that authority and 
convention blind; fear that God may 
keep secrets or demons deceive. 

Daston and Galison 2010, 374







I gravitated in scale from local projects 
to metropolitan regions, river basins, 
and, finally, the continent[. But it] 
became apparent that I must begin 
to address the environment of the 
earth. Uncertain of what I could do 
with it, it would be enough to reserve 
a compartment in the mind identified 
with the whole earth. 

McHarg 1996, 240

















The Prophet’s Tools,
The Surgeon’s Instruments
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