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Thomas P Hughes, a noted historian of technology, takes us back in time to the exciting era of technological revolutions that shaped the human destiny in an irreversible manner. In his book Networks of Power, Hughes not only delineates historical development of the electric power systems in the western society, but also gives us insight into the unconscious evolution and application of the systems approach in developing and managing large scale complex technological systems by the seers of the nineteenth century.

Hughes, an engineer by training, has skillfully dealt with the subject of large-scale complex engineering systems in his many other works such as Rescuing Promestheus, and Development of Large Technical Systems. Whereas in Rescuing Promestheus, he as looked at the four large scale technological systems developed after world war II from a systems perspective, in the Networks of Power, he uses the development of the electric power system and how it used 

Hughes is not content with one or two key elements of the story he tells us, but takes us on a very though provoking journey of many areas including that of technology transfer, scalability of systems, adaptability of system, role of socio-political forces in determining the course of technological progress and innovation in a society, culture and regions…and so on.

Hughes begins this journey by introducing us to one of the most prominent inventor of the last century, Thomas Edison, the inventor of light bulb. He breaks the myth of Edison being inventor of light bulb….but that of  

