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282 NISEI: The Quiet Ay

v&rho were genuinely concerned with fifth-column rumors ;
nitude of the attack on Pearl Harbor, and the continuing
of “the Japanese enemy in South Pacific areas . . .

- The necessity for protecting coastal areas, the widesp:
tility toward resident Japanese, racial animus, economic cuf
fears of attack and apprehension over the growing victories
encgy-—thqse factors became so intertwined that their se
was impossible. Yet they all had the common feature of p
the direction of evacuation. And the political representati s
Western states reflected these one-way pressures.”

Even so, the War Department was ahead of Congress.
February 13 when the West Coast delegation sent th
mendations for evacuation to President Roosevelt. Stir
made_ his decision two days earlier. It was on Fel:;mary
Rankin stood on the floor of the House to join in bitter
against the government’s delay in taking drastic action ag

anese Americans. But the decision for such action had been fin

in that memorable meeting in Biddle’s home the night bef { ; uthority that Secretary Stimson had sought to remove
might bes - U s aliens as well as citizens of Japanese blood from the West

resident Roosevelt had endorsed this proposal in principle.
y lawyers who composed the formal authorization re-
there was a very good chance the Supreme Court would
nconstitutional. So they couched the order in the broadest
o avoid the charge that it was a discriminatory measure
d at persons of a specific race.
ay that President Roosevelt received the document was
_fourth since the attack on Pearl Harbor; two months
Ive days had sped by. What had been feared in the early
ecember had not come to pass; the Japanese had ventured
to the east after the strike that had launched the war.
to armchair strategists it was evident that the Pearl Harbor
s a hit-and-run effort to cripple the American fleet and
its principal base, after which the thrust of Japanese aggres-
as turned in the opposite direction. As costly as the Pearl
tack had been for the United States, it had not achieved
ts Japan had sought, for the U.S. carrier fleet was stll
Nonetheless, Japan had directed the full force of conquest
east Asia and the far Southwest Pacific, not the American
By February 19, Manila, Hongkong and much of the
¢ Indies were in Japanese hands. Singapore had been lost
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A FAULTY DIAGNOSIS

[EDOCUMENT known as Executive Order go66 was placed

nt Roosevelt’s desk on February 19, 1942. The order
Secretary of War the authority to designate certain “mili-
» and to exclude “any or all” persons from them. This




Representative Francis E. Walter
He helped correct immigration inequities

just four days earlier, and it was evident that Burma soo
be captured. It was a time for action rather than introspec
Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed Executive Order go66 t
day he received it, indicating that he was familiar with its'con
and approved its purpose, or if this was not so, that he pai
heed to its implications. {F

For the 110,000 persons of Japanese ancestry who were up
from their homes as the primary consequence of Roosevelt’s
his decision could not have been more important. Yet, event

their future was clearly charted by the act of signing Ex {der 0066. But no action had been announced. And so, their
Order 9o66, to the Issei and particularly Nisei evacuaty . clonded by a large measure of wishful thinking, they be-
seemed to be an impossibility. Such a thing could not happen : hat the findings of the Tolan Committee would have a large
America; it was a hideous nightmare that would vanish Wit _ determining the government’s policy. Up to this point
dawn. ne in authority had listened to Nisei protestations of

Their hopes were buoyed when it was announced that a ¢ ) innocence. Now the Tolan Committee was inviting
sional committee, headed by Representative John H. Tg Speak. At last here was someone who would listen, and a
California, would hold a series of hearings “to inquire fo in which to be heard. All along the coast Nisei leaders pre-
the interstate migraton of cirizens,” and to look into the rishly to make their case and asked their frit:m?s—min—
lems of evacuation of enemy aliens and others from plf ciology professors, social workers, business associates—to
military zones.” ) ndput in a good word for them.

ul Nisei knew that the power to evacuate “any or all”
sts of military security had been provided by Execu-
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The hearings opened in San Francisco on February 21. (Almost
unnoticed the previous day, Stimson had designated DeWitt to
carry out Executive Order 9o66.) The testimony of the initial
witnesses quickly set the tone for the balance of the hearings.
Mayor Angelo J. Rossi was the first to speak.

Rossi pointed out the “seriousness of having alien enemies in our
midst.” He said the measures already taken against enemy aliens
“have caused great anxiety and distress among this group of peo-
ple,” causing dislocation of families and loss of livelihood. But, he
went on, “the great majority of non-citizens in this area is made
up of elderly men and women whom 1 believe for the most part

to be industrious, peaceful and law-abiding residents of this com- k.

munity. Most of them have native-born children. Many of them
have sons in the armed forces and both sons and daughters engaged
in defense industries and civilian defense activities. It is the well-
considered opinion of many that most of these people are entirely
loyal to this nation; are in accord with its form of government,
believe in its ideals and have an affection for its traditions and that
under no circumstances would théy engage in any subversive activ-
ities or conduct.

“It has been said that the measures which are proposed to be _

taken against these aliens, instead of making for national solidarity
and unity of effort in this emergency may cause dissatisfaction and
resentment among those of alien parentage . . .”

So far, so good.

Then Rossi uttered the disclaimer that was to be heard again
and again throughout the hearings. “In my opinion the above-
mentioned facts apply particularly to the German and Italian alien
problems. Their problems should be considered separately from
those of the Japanese. The Japanese situation should be given
immediate attendon. It admits of no delay. The activities of the
Japanese saboteurs and fifth columnists in Honolulu and the battle
fronts in the Pacific have forced me to the conclusion that every
Japanese alien should be removed from this community. I am also
strongly of the conviction that Japanese who are American citizens
should be subjected to a more detailed and all-encompassing inves-
tigation. After investigation, if it is found that these citizens are not
loyal to this country, they, too, should be removed from the com-
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munity. .

Mayor Rossi was arguing that Italian and German aliens should
be less suspect than Japanese aliens and their American-born off-
spring.

Why?

Because Italians and Germans are white, and the Japanese are
of another race. Mayor Rossi was too intelligent to put it in such
bald language, but the implication was clear. :

California Attorney General Earl Warren, later to become an
outstanding champion of civil rights as Chief Justice of the United
States Supreme Court, was the next principal witness. His testi- .
mony, including a detailed written statement, covers fifty printed
pages in the committee’s published report. Warren went to consid-
erable lengths to point out that Japanese farmers were clustered
around a vast array of strategic installations—aircraft plants, air-
ports, highways, dams, pumping stations, military bases, bridges,
power lines and the like. When Congressman Laurence F. Arnold

- of Illinois asked if “it just couldn’t have happened that way,”

Warren replied: “We don’t believe that it could in all of these
instances, and knowing what happened at Pear]l Harbor and other
places, we believe that there is a pattern to these land ownerships
in California . . .” No one embarrassed the attorney general by
pointing out that many of the areas had been wilderness when
Japanese immigrants cleared the brush and leveled the land for
farms—long before highways, military camps, power lines and the
Wright brothers had appeared on the scene.

Warren also made much of the inscrutable Oriental who had
baffled Californians for half a century, and fired a slanderous broad-
side at the Nisei: “I want to say that the consensus of opinion
among the law-enforcement officers of this state is that there is
more potential danger among the group of Japanese who are born
in this country than from the alien Japanese who were born in
Japan.” When Congressman Arnold asked if there were any way
of distinguishing between the loyal and disloyal, Warren replied:
“We believe that when we are dealing with the Caucasian race
we have methods that will test the loyalty of them, and we believe
that we can, in dealing with the Germans and the Italians, arrive
at some fairly sound conclusions because of our knowledge of the
way they live in the community and have lived for many years.
But when we deal with the Japanese we are in an entirely different
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ther than sincere in their fears. They were so.complete..iy
ced in their minds that the Japanese in C:}leorma were dls&
they could rationalize that the fact nothing had happt?{l{.l
oof that something terrible sure.Iy would come to pass.d 3
‘and hysterical pressure of the ume was such that few larc'
| ;:nge their astonishing logic, a curiously distorted Cc;]gi;u;
calculated to prove an endorsement for the post of Chie
nited States. | _
: 'Slis;tilte:iilj:l is inescapable that politi.ci:ms hke V“)'al-ner.;i1 Comt;-
Tolan and Governor Olson, being familiar with e 1-
California’s discrimination against the Japanese, su';_llpiry
ot understand why they shouldn’t be disloyal. Hos mrtzl
their persecutors would have seemed to be the na
' n. . . 3
“ht;:::of:c?:presmﬁng the JACL, was_r.he first N:se:.to
before the committee. He did not receive the prml:[llpnng
e Congressmen that Warren had enjoyed. Rath&?r,. e :r;ls
ed sharply. Apparently Masaoka was the ﬁ:st N:s;: sever :
Gbng-ressmen had ever encountered. They indicate su;rprﬁe
ke English so well, and were surprised again when
could not read, write or speak Japanese. The Conglzcss;uen
+d that Nisei had attended Japanese language schoo dw ere
ed loyalty to the Emperor. Masaoka said he had never
Japanese schools. The Congressmen ?ad heard that nlljany
‘been educated in Japan. Masaoka said he had never Bezn
e Congressmen had heard that many Japanese wc;e us;
embraced Shinto, which they believed to be'proo. per -
. When Masaoka was questioned about his rellgwnhﬂe
1d several members of his family were Mormons, while
i ere Presbyterians. ) _
arm; i:)[:'eltjlrle‘:with Mas);ka were Henry Tani, e.;ecuuvc
" of the San Francisco JACL chapter, and Dave a'l:su.n:nc:;E
jter president. Both were subjected to the same lullTe 0
as Masaoka. Tani said he had been- borfl in San Fran-
eceived his degree from Stanford University, had nev:
Epan, had attended Japanese language school for one y;l
as six years old, that he was a member of the Evangeli h
rmed Church, and felt no allegiance whatsoever to ; e
government. Tatsuno testified he had been to Japan for

A few moments after he admitted there had been no
and no fifth column activity in California, Warren char
there were no informers among the Japanese to report “su
activities or any disloyalty to this country.” Then he in
an astonishing bit of logic in which he had the active ]
the Congressmen. The following is taken directly from th
Committee report:

“Attorney General Warren: . . . To assume that the:
has not planned fifth column activities for us in 2 wave o
is simply to live in a fool’s paradise . . . I am afraid many
people in other parts of the country are of the opinion that
we have had no sabotage and no fifth column activities
State since the beginning of the war, that means that
been planned for us. But I take the view that this is th
ominous sign in our whole situation. It convinces me mo

perhaps any other factor that the sabotage that we are t
fifth column activities that we are to get, are timed just lik
Harbor was timed and just like the invasion of Franc

that we are just being lulled into a false sense of security
the only reason we haven’t had disaster in California is-
has been timed for a different date, and that when that ti
if we don’t do something about it it is going to mean disast
to California and to our nation. Our day of reckoning i
to come in that regard. When, nobody knows, of cours
are approaching an invisible deadline.

“The Chairman (Tolan): On that point, when that
our committee hearings there was not a single case of
reported on the Pacific coast, we heard the heads of the
the Army, and they all tell us that the Pacific coast can be

The sabotage would come coincident with that attack,
not?

“Attomey General Warren: Exactdy.

“The Chairman: They would be fools to tp their han
wouldn’t they? ‘

“Attomey General Warren: Exactly g
There is no reason to believe Warren and Congressman.



-~ interest, we feel that we have every right to protest and to demand
equitable judgment on our merits as American citizens.”

The statement was clear enough. If the United States declared
evacuation was a military necessity, the Nisei would have no choice
but to accept it. This is a point that none of the Nisei witnesses
challenged. But Secretary Stimson already had declared evacuation
was necessary to the national defense. The Tolan Committee hear-
ings could not affect the decision in any way. In this sense the
hearings were a sham, a fornm for expression of opinions and
prejudices, for the voicing of pleas for justice as well as the cries
of bigotry, none of which could have any effect on the issue.

Yet it was important that the public be heard, pro and con. The
Tolan Committee, like a traveling medicine show, moved from San
Francisco to Portland to Seattle to Los Angeles and back to San
Francisco. The hearings were concluded on March 12, and the
testimony taken was printed in three booklets totaling 965 pages.
The hearings were only half completed when, on March 1, General
DeWitt issued Proclamation No. 1 designating the western half of
California, Oregon and Washington and the southern third of

Arizona as military areas from which all persons of Japanese an-
cestry eventually would be removed. One day before the hearings
ended—March 11—DeWitt established the Wartime Civil Control
- Administration with Colonel Bendetsen as director, to carry out
_ the evacuation program.

The San Francisco hearings established a pattern that was fol-
owed in each of the other cities. Municipal and county officials,
ocal peace officers, members of the Joint Immigration Committee
in California stirring the ashes of old campaigns, veterans’ groups,
chambers of commerce, representatives of floral and agricultural
organizations competing with the Japanese, even service clubs (the
Downtown Seattle Kiwanis Club, for one) added their voices to
the demand that all Japanese be evacuated. Federal agricultural and
labor officials testified briefly on the effect evacuation of Japanese
would have on the local situation. And spokesmen for the Nisei,
joined by ministers, college professors and sometimes by CIO labor
leaders, argued Nisei loyalty and pleaded for justice.

The demands for mass evacuation of all Japanese fell into four
general categories:

First, they stressed the danger of sabotage, espionage and fifth

six months when he was ten years old, was an American college i
graduate and an elder in the Presbyterian Church. The nature of
the questioning showed the Congressmen were surprised, but not
convinced that these witnesses with Japanese faces were really as
free of Japanese influence as they seemed to be.

Over the years JACL and Masaoka have been accused of failing
to oppose the evacuation strongly enough, of agreeing too readily
to cooperate in the government’s evacuation plans, in short, of sell-
ing the Nisei down the river. In view of these charges, the signifi-
cant portion of Masaoka’s prepared statement presented to the
Tolan Committee as the position of the JACL, is reproduced here
for the record. Speaking on behalf of “the 20,000 American citizen
members of the 62 chapters of the Japanese American Citizens
League,” Masaoka said:

“When the President’s recent Executive Order was issued, we
welcomed it as definitely centralizing and coordinating defense
efforts relative to the evacuation problem. Later interpretations of
the order, however, seem to indicate that it is aimed primarily at
the Japanese, American citizens as well as alien nationals. As your
E:ommittee continues its investigations in this and subsequent hear-
ings, we hope and trust that you will recommend to the proper
authorities that no undue discrimination be shown to American
citizens of Japanese descent.

“Our frank and reasoned opinion on the matter of evacuation
revolves around certain considerations of which we feel both your
committee and the general public should be apprised. With any
policy of evacuation definitely arising from reasons of military
necessity and national safety, we are in complete agreement. As
American citizens, we cannot and should not take any other stand.
But, also, as American citizens believing in the integrity of our
citizenship, we feel that any evacuation enforced on grounds vio-
lating that integrity should be opposed.

“If, in the judgment of military and federal authorities, evacna-
tion of Japanese residents from the West Coast is a primary step
toward assuring the safety of this nation, we will have no hesita-
tion in complying with the necessities implicit in that judgment.
But if, on the other hand, such evacuation is primarily a measure
whose surface urgency cloaks the desires of political or other pres-
sure groups who want us to leave merely for motives of self-
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column activity by the Japanese and the need for removing this -

potential from a war zone.

Second, they argued for mass evacuation because of supposed

inability to disunguish the loyal from the disloyal.

Third, a large part of the testimony was devoted to declaring -
that evacuation of Japanese would not be detrimental to the econ-

omy of the West Coast.

Fourth, mass evacuation was urged as a humanitarian measure to |
keep families together, to protect them from vigilante action, and
as an opportunity for the Nisei to demonstrate their loyalty by °

accepting incarceration. J
Let us examine each of these arguments briefly.

First, the danger of hostile actvity. Time and again witnesses
charged that the Japanese were guilty of sabotage in Hawaii during
the attack on Pearl Harbor, and cited the danger of the same ©
thing happening on the mainland if it were bombed or invaded.

Even members of the committee threw this charge at Nisei wit
nesses who spoke of their loyalty. “What about your people a

Pearl Harbor? Did they remain loyal Americans?” Congressman
Tolan challenged Masaoka in San Francisco. “There are authentic

pictures during the attack showing hundreds of Japanese old auto-

mobiles cluttered on the one street of Honolulu so the Army could
not get to the ships. Are you conversant with those things?” And -
in Seattle, Congressman Arnold lectured Jimmie Sakamoto: “Of
course, you probably recognize that if the Japanese in Honolulu *
y did on Decem-
ber 7, that perhaps such drastic action would not be thought of in
this area of the United States at this time.” Sakamoto asked: “Do
I understand from that, that the Americans of Japanese ancestry in -
Hawaii did not contribute loyally toward the defense effort on

and Hawaii had not conducted themselves as the

that day, at the time of the attack?” Congressman Arnold replied:
“Well, there is a good deal of evidence to that effect, yes.”

The Nisei on the mainland, as well as the general public, had no
information to contradict the Congressmen. They had to assume

members of Congress knew what they were talking about. But the

facts are that the Congressmen and others who repeated as truth
rumors of fifth column activity in Hawaii were wrong. Many -
weeks later, much too late to prevent the evacuation, officials in a -
position to know categorically denied the accusations. In response

an inquiry by Congressman Tolan, Secretary of War Stimson
ote: “The War Department has received no information of
botage committed by Japanese during the atrack on Pear] Har-
or.” Here are some other responses:

“Mr. John Edgar Hoover, director of the Federal Bureau of
vestigation, has advised me there was no sabotage committed
ere (in Hawaii) prior to December 7, on December 7, or subse-
uent to that ume.”—James Rowe, Jr., assistant to the attorney

- “There were no acts of sabotage in the city and county of
nolulu December 7, nor have there been any reported to the
olice department since that date.”—W. A. Gabrielson, ‘Honolulu
hief of police. :

- “There have been no known acts of sabotage, espionage or fifth
column activity committed by the Japanese in Hawaii either on or
subsequent to December 7, 1941.”—Col. Kendall J. Fielder, chief
f military intelligence, Hawaii Department.

- So thoroughly were the rumors implanted, however, that even
oday there are many Americans still convinced that some Japanese
in Hawaii guided enemy planes to Pearl Harbor by cutting arrows
in sugar cane fields, blocked traffic to delay rescue efforts, set fires
and otherwise sabotaged the defense effort. Nothing like this ever
ook place. In fact, many Japanese Americans were cited for rush-
ing to the defense of Hawaii.

- On the mainland, as we have seen, even California’s Attorney
General Warren conceded that there had been no fifth column ac-
ty, an admission confirmed by General DeWitt. But they saw
this as an ominous sign rather than a reassuring one.

- DeWitt also charged that “for a period of several weeks follow-
ing December 7, substantially every ship leaving a West Coast port
was attacked by an enemy submarine. This seemed conclusively
to point to the existence of hostile shore-to-ship communication.”
- Here again DeWitt was either misinformed, or speaking loosely
in an effort to reinforce the argument for evacuation. Stetson Conn
tells us in his official history that nine Japanese submarines arrived
off the West Coast about December 17 and remained about a
week. Only four of the subs made attacks and they sank two
tankers and damaged one freighter off California. During the same
period dozens of Allied ships were being sunk by German sub-






